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A WELL SPENT LIFE. 


The noble army of the dead received a prominent acces- 
sion last week in the departure from life in this city of 
Col. John Mason Loomis, one of the pioneer lumbermen 
of the Chicago cargo market and for many years con- 
nected with the sale of lumber in cargo lots, 

The Grim Reaper has been active in thinning out the 
ranks of the old time Chicago lumbermen within the 
decade now closing. Among those who were 
in some degree contemporary with Col. 
Loomis who have passed away within that 
period, we can recall the names of Messrs. 
Bigelow, Holt, Hull, Van Schaick, Beidler, 
Swan, Mears, Chase, Martin, S. R. Fuller, 
Ludington, Soper and a few others of those 
who were identified with building up fhe 
lumber trade of the western metropolis. Col. 
Loomis was with and of these men. He 





shared in the early hardships and financial 
struggles that were common to nearly all of 
them. Like many others, the foundation of 
his fortune was laid during the troublous 
period immediately succeeding the war, and 
like the others, he amassed a competence and 
lived to a good old age and until within a 
year or two had been able to enjoy life with 
all the zest that characterized his younger 
days. 

There are, unfortunately, comparatively 
few men who in dying leave behind them a 
record of good deeds, of patriotic endeavor, 
of untarnished name and untiring industry. 
They have been industrious in business, un-- 
varyingly honest in their commercial trans- 
actions; have been just in weighing the 
faults and virtues of others, and wise and 
generous as husbands, fathers, brothers or 
friends. They have answered to the test of 
courage in whatever walks of life their foot- 
steps have been led, and throughout their 
careers have been dominated by a conscien- 
tious regard for doing what is right under 
any and all circumstances. The most price- 
less heritage that a man can transmit to his 
children and his children’s children is that 
which is made up through a long life of hon- 
orable usefulness, of unremitting effort in 
behalf of his fellow creatures; of active in- 
terest in the welfare of the unfortunate. 
Such men need no monument save that 
which has been already erected in the hearts 
and minds of those who are left behind. 

In analyzing the character of the late Col. 
Loomis, those who were so fortunate as to 
have his acquaintance will not fail to recog- 
nize in his makeup the qualities above enu- 
merated. His was not a negative disposi- 
tion, but intensely positive. He was a man 
of great sensitiveness and quick to resent 
any infringement upon his rights, although 
when it was shown that he was in the wrong 
he was equally quick in making reparation. 
He had a few devoted personal friends, and 
there were many whom he liked, but he was not one who 
would make a friend of everybody. He was approach- 
able and companionable, and there was nothing preten- 
tious or overbearing about him. Treachery and double- 
dealing were foreign, even abhorrent, to his nature. The 
salient points of his moral composition presented no 
unevenness, all being alike strong and masterful. He 
was generous to his friends and magnanimous to his 
foes; of courtly manner, he was never servile, but held 
’ himself above all that savored of truckling and flattery. 
His plan of action in civil as in military life was to 
meet the enemy on an open field and wage a fair fight. 


His profound knowledge of men in peace made him inval- 
uable as a capable leader in war and his army record 
was characterized by that combination of personal 
intrepidity and technical skill which marks the com- 
mander of men. 

To Col. Loomis were transmitted habits of thrift and 
industry from his Connecticut ancestors, but his earlier 
years of manhood were not devoid of adventure. His 
father was Col. James Loomis, of Windsor, Conn., who 








The late COL. JOHN MASON LOOMIS, of Chicago. 


combined the occupations of merchant, mill owner and 
farmer in that vicinity, and whose ancestor, Joseph 
Loomis, of Braintree, Essex county, England, reached 
this country on July 17, 1638. In 1640 Joseph Loomis 
purchased a large tract of land near Windsor, Conn., 
which property has remained in the Loomis family to 
the present day. Col. Loomis’ mother was Abigail Sher- 
wood Chaffe, of Fairfield county, Conn., who was also 
descended from a colonial family of high standing. From 
this excellent New England stock John Mason Loomis 
was born January 5, 1825. His early education was 
received in the common schools at Windsor and was con- 


tinued in the academy at the same place, then regarded 
as one of the best of those educational institutions for 
which the state of Connecticut has so long been noted. 
On leaving the academy he entered the Connecticut Lit- 
erary Institute, at Suffield, Conn., after graduating from 
which he obtained a practical business training in his 
father’s store. He justly inherited his strong incling- 
tion for military affairs, his father having been for sev- 
years colonel of the First regiment of the Connetcticut 
state militia, and therefore it was but nat- 
ural that the son should become imbued 
with a taste for military life. However, 
young Loomis desired something more ac- 
tive than the military service then existing, 
which consisted mostly of a drill on what 
was called “training day,” once a year. He 
applied for a position in the naval service 
of the United States, receiving a commis- 
sion as midshipman. For some time he 
held himself in readiness for duty, but or- 
ders for active service were slow in com- 
ing. He therefore enrolled himself as a 
common sailor on a ship engaged in the 
merchant trade with China. He made one 
or two voyages to that far off country, and 
in his later years was fond of relating his 
experiences before the mast and his recol- 
lections of that strange land and its gro- 
tesque people. On attaining his majority 
he left the sea, and in 1846 he accompanied 
his brother on a trip to Chicago in search 
of a business opening. Not finding any- 
thing here, his brother returned to his east- 
ern home, while John went to Milwaukee, 
where he secured a position with the lum- 
ber firm of M. W. Clark & Co., with the 
intention of learning the lumber business. 
As usual in those days, there was little 
or no compensation in learning a trade or 


without wages, supporting himself as best 
he could by picking up odd jobs outside of 
his regular work. During his first winter 
with M. W. Clark & Co., they were en- 
gaged in building a small sailing vessel of 
80,000 feet capacity, for use in their lum- 
ber carrying trade. In the construction of 
this boat young Loomis, with his knowl- 
edge of seagoing craft, made himself ex- 
tremely useful, but the building of the ves- 
sel so crippled the finances of the firm that 
they decided to dispose of their lumber 
business and rather insisted upon selling it 
to Loomis for $4,000, taking his notes for 
the amount, and also allowing him $62.50 
for his first year’s work. He conducted this 
yard profitably for two or three years, dur- 
ing one year of which he had as a partner 
his former employer, Mr. Clark. In August, 
1849, he formed a partnership at Milwaukee 
with James Ludington and the new firm 
decided to remove to Chicago and engage in 
the commission lumber business. They 
loaded their stock on two schooners and 
brought it to Chicago, where it was quickly sold; then 
they established a commission storage business, with 
yard at the Madison street bridge. The firm of Loomis 
& Ludington conducted business at that point and at the 
‘Twelfth street bridge with more or less profit until the 
breaking out of the war, Mr. Loomis having charge of 
the Chicago business, while Mr. Ludington remained in 
Milwaukee most of the time, being engaged in looking 
after his extensive interests in pine lands in the vicin- 
ity of Pere Marquette lake in Mason county, Michigan. 

In August, 1861, at the outbreak of hostilities between 
(Continued on Page 30.) 


occupation, and young Loomis served a year. 
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The local paper at Rockland, Ontonagon county, 
Mich., a town of 500 population, states that a lumber 
yard is badly needed there, the only one located at that 
point having recently gone out of business. This may 
be an opportunity for some lumberman reader looking 
for a modest iocation. 

BPA BALD LLL IIIS 

The Mora (Minn.) Times says: “Two years more and 
the lumber camp and jack will become of record. The 
finish of the pine forests is near at hand and the horny 
hand of husbandry is reaping rich results from the 
heretofore dormant lands.” The exact time when this 
important event would happen has hitherto been a 
matter of some doubt; but now that our suspense has 
been relieved, we may go merrily ahead and make our 
plans accordingly. 


A report from Bangor, Me., states that during the 
last week in July the first symptoms of improvement 
in the spruce market were evident. Not many new or- 
ders had been placed as yet, but there ts a general feel- 
ing that revival is at hand. Inquiries are more numer- 
ous than at any previous time this season and more 
buyers visited the Bangor district during the week 
than for three months delore: The deal trade continues 
to look promising and steamers are being chartered 
to take away further cargoes. Coastwise freights are 
low at present, $2.25 being the rate to New York, $2 
to Sound ports and $1.62 to $1.75 to Boston. 





The southern logging companies are protesting ener- 
getically against the recent federal law compelling all 
logs in navigable streams to be either rafted or towed 
in sack booms. A company which has since gone out 
of business secured the enforcement of this rule upon the 
Sabine river, much to the detriment of loggers upon 
that stream. 

PBIB DIDI DID DIL 

According to the report of the building commissioner 
the situation in Chicago shows decided improvement. 
A comparison of the permits issued during May, June 
and July shows a steadily increasing volume of build- 
ing operations. During May there were 295 permits 
issued, covering a frontage of 8,412 feet and a value 
of $1,122,600. In June the number of permits was 333, 
covering a frontage of 8,570 feet and a valuation of 
$1,107,900. In July the number of permits was 346, 
the frontage 9,807 feet and the valuation $2,108,800. 
This is an increase in valuation of $1,000,000 for July 
over June, almost as great an increase over May and 
with a corresponding increase of the amount of frontage. 
While the frontage is considerably less than for the same 
months in 1898 and 1899 the difference in the value of 
the buildings for which permits were Issued is in favor 
of the last three months. The belief that no formal 
settlement will be reached between the Building Trades 
Council and the Building Contractors’ Council is 
regarded as responsible for the improvement in build- 
ing. 

A commission to examine into needed tariff changes 
for Uruguay reported a material decrease in the duty 
upon American lumber, which is much needed in that 
country in the form of cheap building material. It was 
found, however, that the new rates would not furnish 
the — amount of revenue and the report has 
been tabled indefinitely. 


For the fiscal year ending June 30, 1900, lumber ex- 
ports from southern = broke the record of any pre- 
vious year. In superficial feet the lumber exports meas- 
ured 1,616,961,492, while the superficial measurement 
for 1899 was 1,330,496,902 feet. In addition to this 
the manufactures of lumber expofted in 1899-1900 
reached a valuation of $2,193,274 as compared with a 
valuation of $1,688,541 for the previous year. Staves 
were not exported quite as freely in 1900 as in 1899, 
the figures for last year being 35,174,204 as against 
35,688,541 in 1899. Shingles, however, showed a big 
increase for the last fiscal year, the exports amounting 
to 43,779,000 as against 11,353,000 for the year end- 
ing June 30, 1899. The growth of southern export 
lumber business has been almost phenomenal and would 
have attained even greater proportions during the first 
half of the present year had it not been for the scarcity 
of vessels and high rates of ocean freight. 





The trade and commerce department at Ottawa has 
received a telegram from its special agent in Norway 
and Sweden, stating that lumber prices are 19 percent 
higher than last year. Evidently the bulls of the lum- 
ber market ‘are not all in the United States. 





While crop conditions in Kansas are generally favor- 
able, recent investigations developed the fact that in the 
western part of the state the corn crop has been injured 
by drouth. A line drawn diagonally across the state 
from Goffs to Kingman will very nearly divide the area 
of good crop from the drouth stricken district. West 
of this line the early corn it is said cannot make feed. 
Some of the late corn with plenty of rain may make 
from one quarter to one third crop. East of the line 
the crop is all right and with plenty uf rain will be 
a heavy yield. The wheat crop west of the line is 
snusaaliy fine and there is a large acreage. The yield 
it is estimated will be from 20 to 35 bushels to the 
acre. These observations are from personal investi- 
gation and may be relied upon as approximately cor- 
rect, although a representative of the Missouri Pacific 


Railway Company says recent reports indicate that the 
late light rains have improved conditions very materi- 
ally. In any event, throughout nearly all the territory 
where corn has been injured by dry weather a large wheat 
erop prevails and this should create a good demand for 


lumber in that section. 
eer 


Lumbermen have hitherto been able to anticipate that 
burned over or fallen timber would be subject to insect 
ravages and were enabled to take steps to get it into the 
water, where it would be safe from such attacks. The 
Black Hills of South Dakota, one time noted for trou- 
ble of a different sort, now has the unenviable distinc- 
tion of having produced an insect which prefers live 
and growing timber and which has done great damage 
to the considerable white pine government reservation 
of that section. The government experts are busily 
endeavoring to find something that will be detrimental 
to the health of this rapacious insect. 





Northern lumbermen are considering the question of 
coping with the irresponsible lumber jack, and pro- 
pose to dock his wages 20 percent if he does not work 
out the time he hired for. Would it not be a little 
more in line with human nature to make a short time 
rate with a bonus of 25 percent added to the wages if 
the laborer continued for a certain specified time? Sugar 
catches more flies than vinegar and a reward is more 
powerful than a fine any day, even if it does figure out 
the same in dollars and cents. 

il 


One of the speakers at the recent organization meet- 
ing of the new Canadian Forestry Association made a 
some unique statement when he said that the beaver, 
as a dam builder, was one of the most efficient of for- 
esters and should be protected by law. The farmer whose 
little woodland creek habitually runs dry in the sum- 
mertime would do well to learn a lesson from the beaver. 





There have been a number of vessel collisions recently 
in narrow lake channels, and not altogether due to care- 
lessness upon the part of pilots. The propeller, whether 
a screw or side wheel, has a tendency to create a back- 
ward current at the sides of the vessel; and when two 
vessels come into close proximity these currents lower 
the water between the vessels, which may overcome the 
control of the rudder. The placing of a line of center 
buoys in narrow channels has been suggested, in order 
to keep steamers out of “de middle ob de road.” Lum- 
ber vessels, however, have fared better in these little 
encounters than have their sisters in the coal and ore 
lines. 


WHITE PINE MARKET FEATURES 


The white pine situation presents some interesting 
contradictory features. Statistically the situation could 
not be stronger. Owing to the difficulty of getting river 
logs to the mills, production has been cut down all the 
way from 10 to 40 percent in different localities, and in 
spite of light trade for two months past assortments at 
the mills are becoming badly broken. The amount of 
shortage in stocks on hand as compared with August | 
a year ago is now being determined by an official canvass 
of the entire white pine field. Enough has already been 
learned to indicate that the shortage will be large and the 
aggregate of stocks not adequate to meet the demands of 
a norma] trade this faj]. The big business of last season, 
which continued into the spring this year, together with 
reduced output, has rendered it difficult to piece up stocks 
to advantage and it is said there is nothing like a com- 
plete stock in the north, many concerns being unable to 
furnish staple items, though possibly these same concerns 
may be willing to shade the price a trifle on what items 
they have in stock. 

It is the distributing end of the market that presenta 
the doubtful features. Midsummer dullness this year 
has been carried almost to the point of stagnation, and 
while there has been some improvement in the demand 
lately trade has not reached the point that could be called 
active. The situation at Minneapolis may be taken as 
indicative of conditions affecting the interior mill points. 
Shipments to August 1 from that market were much less 
than a year ago. This is not strange, because last year 
was abnormal in every way, but usually the mil] man 
does not take this into consideration. Shipments for 
July from Minneapolis were about 50 percent less than 
a year ago. To offset this, however, the product has been 
curtailed about 40 percent at that point up to date. 
There has also been a considerable decrease in the produc- 
tion of other markets. The mills at Minneapolis are 
running on reduced time, with the probability that they 
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will not start full for two or three weeks to come. At 
Cloquet the output will be 80,000,000 to 100,000,000 feet 
less than a year ago, the mills there having done practi- 
cally nothing so far. Last year Minneapolis mills cut 
600,000,000 feet; they cannot possibly reach a total of 
more than 450,000,000 feet this year, even if they saw 
from now until snow flies. With possibly four exceptions 
there is not a large mill concern in the territory of the 
Mississippi Valley Lumbermen’s Association that will 
saw as much this season as it did last. 

It is only the knowledge of short stocks and reduced 
output at the mills that has prevented a serious break in 
white pine prices. The yellow pine demoralization in 
May and June had a depressing effect upon the northern 
product, and the labor troubles at Chicago exerted a like 
influence, for they cut off the usual demand from that 
enormous consuming market. Then came sensational re- 
ports of crop failures in northern Minnesota and North 
Dakota. These were greatly exaggerated, but contained 
more or less of truth. While the mills in the northern 
part of Minnesota will not have the usual cut their best 
market will be to an extent cut off and these mills forced 
to compete with Minneapolis and the lower river mills 
for business in southern Minnesota, Iowa and South 
Dakota. Another danger is that light demand from the 
east may force much stock at the head of the lakes into 
the western rai] territory. Nevertheless it is believed 
that the condition of stocks as shown when the present 
compilation is completed will offset each and all of these 
bearish features. 

The situation as to actual quotations is better now 
than it was a month or six weeks ago. At that time 
there was a slight panicky feeling, but this had disap- 
peared in the face of accumulating evidence regarding 
broken stocks and closed down mills. The latter part of 
June there were quotations of $1.50 a thousand off the 
list, and even lower on certain itemg to certain people by 
certain concerns. Now there are no more reports of such 
concessions and 50 cents off the list is the best the 
majority of the mills will give. 

The large line yard concerns of the middle west and 
northwest have bought little stock so far this season. 
Early in the year it was believed they were holding off 
to see what might be expected in the way of lower prices, 
They are still holding off, claiming, as they have right 
along, that they do not need the lumber. They say, how- 
ever, that they expect a good consuming demand in the 
fall months and probably soon will be able to follow the 
example of the line yard men in the southwest, who are 
said to be stocking up quite freely. 

Mill men and wholesalers in the white pine field look 
forward to a good healthy trade late this fall, with a 
return of the prosperity enjoyed by everyone in 1899. 
With a normal] demand the white pine mills will be 
unable to fill their orders. Prices will take care of 
themselves. This fact is recognized by the more conserva- 
tive and there is not the disposition to unload that there 
would be were not the future so promising. There are 
numerous rumors of big concessions in prices, but these 
are usually without foundation and originate no one 
knows how. ‘Taking everything into consideration white 
pine prices have been held remarkably well and indica- 
tions for the immediate future are more favorable to a 
stiffening up in values than to further weakness. 





COAST MARKET CONDITIONS. 


A leading wholesaler of west coast lumber products 
recently returned from a visit to that section and gave 
to the Lumberman in an interview a concise and ex- 
haustive statement of market conditions in the west. As 
he views the situation the present supply of red cedar 
shingles and fir lumber is in excess ot the demand, but 
the Pacific coast manufacturers are in better position 
financially than they have been for a number of years, 
while their market has broadened and the demand 
greatly increased. Also the mill men in general are in 
closer touch with market conditions and prices than for- 
merly. This has been largely brought about by the com- 
petition in buying between representatives of eastern con- 
cerns who are located on the coast. These representatives 
are advised by wire daily as to prices and when values 
get too low the manufacturer can close down his mill 
quickly, instead of waiting sixty days and accumulating 
a surplus stock in the meantime, as was the case a few 
years ago. 

The interior mill men on the coast are well organized 
and hold fortnightly or monthly meetings at which they 
discuss trade and market conditions. ‘These meetings 
have been of great benefit to the small mill men in show- 
ing them how to study conditions, and as a result prices 
have’ never been so well maintained as during the past 
year. 

The export trade from tide water points has been sat- 
isfactory, except for the high freight rates. During the 
fore part of the season there was a largely increased 
demand for lumber at Alaskan mining points and also for 
development purposes in the Philippines and Hawaii. 
The Asiatic trade has also been fairly good, but the recent 
disturbances in China have caused that trade to decrease 
at least 50 percent. The south American coastwise trade 
has been quite satisfactory, but in the California trade 
prices have not been al] that could be wished for. 

The rail trade was good up to about June 1, but on 
account of the probability of crop failures in northern 
Minnesota and North Dakota a great many dealers in 
that section were led to cancel their orders. The wheat 
crop in eastern Washington is the largest ever known, 
and the prospects are good for a iarge trade there this 
fall, especially in yard stock. 

Large buyers and builders last year used considerable 
quantities of fir strips, largely on account of their inabil- 
ity to get white pine for the purposes required. Ship- 
ments were made as far east as a 55-cent fir rate from the 
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Pacific coast and to 22-cent rate points from the yellow 
pine territory. This year this demand has fallen off in 
a large measure, but promises to revive again to an extent 
in the fall. 

It is believed by the wholesaler referred to that the 
demand for fir would be much greater if it were not for 
the high prices of steel rails and iron in general. When 
steel rails are worth $25 a ton he thinks the demand for 
fir. will be much better than it has been for the past 
year, although it was considered good during that time. 
There seems to be a feeling among large buyers that the 
price of iron is stili too high and must be reduced before 
we can look for heavy improvement by railroads and 
other big buyers. 


—ee 


YELLOW PINE STATISTICS FOR JUNE. 


The monthly report of the Yellow Pine Clearing House 
for June, a summary of which is given below, furnishes 
a basis for analysis of trade conditions as they affect 
milling sections and the distributive territory. The 
report includes statements from 142 mills and seven 
wholesale concerns, all of the latter being located in Mis- 
souri—four at Kansas City and three at St. Louis. 
These 149 concerns represent a total annual output of at 
least 1,500,000,000 feet and with a few exceptions include 
all the leading manufactures of yellow pine in Missouri, 
Arkansas, Indian Territory, Texas, Louisiana, Missis- 
sippi, Alabama and Georgia. 

To begin with, the report shows that the mills repre- 
sented in the clearing house cut during June in excess of 
shipments for that month 15,059,386 feet, but in Mis- 
souri, Arkansas and Indian Territory the month’s ship- 
ments were 2,224,413 feet more than the cut; Arkansas 
and Indian Territory about breaking even between cut 
and shipments and Missouri furnishing the increase. 
This is a change from earlier in the season when mills in 
the short leaf belt were complaining of dull trade and 
piling up stock, while east of the river and in Texas the 
full measure of depression had not begun to be felt be- 
cause of a continued good demand for bill stuff and car 
material. Texas, Louisiana and Mississippi each show an 
increase of about 3,000,000 feet in cut over shipments for 
June, while in Alabama the increase in cut is 2,500,000 
feet and in Georgia a little over 1,000,000 feet. 

But after afl ie total surplus of cut for the month was 
so small as to be scarcely worthy of mention, representing 
as it did only about three days’ cut of the mills report- 
ing. In territory west of the river there has been no 
organized reduction of output and the average cut for 
each mill was’ something over 1,000,000 feet for the 
month, About the same average applies to the Missis- 
sippi and Louisiana mills, but in Alabama and Georgia 
the mills reporting show an average cut for the month 
of only 500,000 to 600,000 feet each. 

Turning to the distributive field we find that the 
export trade took nearly 10 percent of the total ship- 
ments, Texas furnishing two-thirds of the export stock 
and Mississippi most of the balance, Louisiana and Ala- 
bama contributing together only about 800,000 feet of 
the export shipments. It should be remembered in this 
connection, however, that the report of the Yellow Pine 
Clearing House does not attempt to cover the export 
trade. Few of the heavy exporting concerns are included 
in the association. 

A little less than 9 percent of the shipments is cred- 
ited as marketed within the borders of the state where 
the lumber was produced, but in addition to this the 
report shows a further credit to each state in the exten- 
sion of shipments into the various localities. 

Texas continues to Jead in production and consumption 
of yellow pine, with the Arkansas and Indian Territory 
district second in production and Missouri second in con- 
sumption. 

Mills in territory west of the Mississippi river pro- 
duced in June 88,000,000 feet and shipped 83,500,000 feet. 
Those east of the river produced 65,000,000 and shipped 
55,000,000 feet. 

Of the exclusively consuming states Illinois took the 
Jargest amount of lumber—nearly 10 percent of the total 
shipments from all the mills. Ohio came next with 
between 6 and 7 percent and Indiana third with a little 
Jess than 6 percent. Eliminating from the tota] the 
exports, local consumption and shipments not specified, 
about 36 percent of the shipments went into territory 








east of the river and 64 percent went west of the river.: 


The eastern states took 9,000,000 feet and the white pine 
field (Michigan, Wisconsin and Minnesota) 3,000,000 
feet, Michigan receiving almost two-thirds of this amount. 

These are some of the suggestions contained in the table 
which follows. , The reader may find others equally inter- 
esting: 
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UNCLE SAM’S FOREIGN TRADE. 


The June government Summary of Commerce and 
Finance will include the annual report of the chief of 
the treasury bureau of statistics upon the foreign com- 
merce of the United States. It will show that the total 
commerce for the first time in our history exceeds 
$2,000,000,000, surpassing by $319,729,250 any previous 
year; that the exports have been larger than ever before 
and more widely distributed, and that manufactured 
articles constitute a larger proportion of the exports 
than ever before, while manufacturers’ materials form 
a larger propotion of the imports than has previously 
been known. 

This growth of exports of manufactures has been most 
remarkable, the figures being as follows: 


I Ns :0:Grp pote 410 See 0 0 owe Re eee ee ase $432,284,366 
ES saver sc ae ee awe ee vale acer 339,675,558 
PPR ee me re $ 92,608,808 


In no previous year has the increase amounted to 
over $50,000,000. The percentage of manufactures to 
total exports has also steadily increased, being as fol- 
lows: 


Percent. Percent. 
PE i kGNswnia cams 31.5 ree ee 20.25 
ORE CIT 28.13 MNT os. 070 sors toa wae 15.00 
ere ree BE OO a aise 00,0 kee 0'e'e o's 12.76 
COOPER SCAGACAGA STIR 23.14 


It will thus be seen that within thirty years the pro- 
portion of manufactures to other exports has doubled, 
while of course the total volume of exports has also 
greatly increased, so that our exports of manufactures 
are now nearly ten times what they were in 1860. Dur 
ing the same period the manufactures exported from the 
United Kingdom have increased but one and one-half 
times. 





ANOTHER VIEW OF RAILROAD FORESTRY. 


An interesting addrese upon the subject of railroad 
forestry was delivered at the July meeting at Louisville, 
Ky., of the Central Association of Railroad Officers. 
‘Lhe author, J. Hope Sutor, general manager of the Ohio 
& Little ‘<Sanawha railway, did not agree with the 
ideas of Secretary John 'T. Brown, C. E., of the Indiana 
Forestry Association, regarding the planting of trees 
along the railroad right of way. It will be remembered 
that that gentleman in a recent pamphlet upon catalpa 
culture, reviewed in ihe American Lumberman, esti- 
mated that a row of catalpa trees on each side of the 
track would within ten years produce enough tie timber 
to replace the track. Mr. Sutor, however, thinks that 
timber grown under such conditions would not be satis- 
factory. “Yorest conditions must prevail, and these can- 
not exist on the right of way. Trees for timber must 
have trunks and not limbs; and to overcome the natural 
tendency to make limbs they must be grown close 
together, when each will seek to outgrow its fellows and 
reach the higher altitudes where it can expand. This 
etfort on the part of each plant is commendable froni 
the standpoint of the cultivator and is the reward for 
his labor and patience.” 

Mr, Sutor, however, very heartily favors plantations 
of catalpa or other suitable wood to be established by 
railroad companies simply as a financial investment. 
He thinks that by the year 1915 railroad ties will be 
worth 75 cents each, and that on this basis an acre of 
catalpa planted at the present time ought to be worth 
$2,100. He states that catalpa ties are four times as 
durable as the best white oak. 

Mr. Sutor very sensibly observes that the “cultivation 
of forests would not be unattended with expense and 
supervision. It is a kind of agriculture and not merely 
the planting of seeds and plants. They must be culti- 
vated and cared for systematically and intelligently 
until they are sufficiently large to shade out grass and 
weeds.” He urges the importance of this matter, because 
while within the experience of many operating officers 
the cost of rail renewals exceeds that of ties many fold, 
yet now the condition has been reversed. He states that 
no satisfactory substitute for the wooden tie has been 
discovered and does not seem to think that it is likely 
to be, nor does he place much faith in any method of pro- 
longing the life of a wooden tie in any material degree, 
except the minor questions of properly seasoning and 
piling, the use of the tie plate to prevent undue wear 
of the rail upon the tie, suitable ballast and perfect 
drainage. 

The more it is gone into the more it is apparent that 
the question of supplies of railroad requirements will in 
future bear an important relation to the lumber supply; 


Report of the Yellow Pine Clearing House for June. 


LL See ae 
New England states... ........ TRGSES  civsiewees 
Pe iS 15. oe No wes 6 o:0h'bene BLGSO  ccwcccce 
Penn. Gnd N: Jersey... vvcccese eo 
See 111,381 2) Zr 
|. | RS eae 711,069 DOSE GGO —.ccnicncee 
Indiana...... voc0e5s AODOD. DOEDIREO 3 .cegees'e> 
SUES Nive Spe eae 1,175,203 4,880,394 593,414 
i Re rere 95,657 2,194,390 123,008 
Minnesota....... vole ie = be RS ik eS eres 
i, ae eres 354.097 227,100 
Missouri.... cvcccses Snn0,000 3,872,915 1,945,885 
eee 4,038,925 4,649,065 1,846,075 
SRE S14 66x. 6.53.0 85s 2,207,173 2,078,599 557,621 
Col. and South Dakota. 50,682 1,109,865 378,445 
Ind. Ty. and Okla. Ty. 30,000 2,697,470 3,016,797 
Se PEGA TRANG See ao e¥ 2,862,946 12,838,868 
Tenn. and Kentucky... ........ | ae ee 
Mexico...... er err ye oe eee 
ae er 230,045 879,130 
Local (into state mfd.) 100,985 1,033,083 2,857,848 
ES a ee 8,069,775 
Total shipments.... ..16,335,622 33,677,072 33,347,148 
Total cut...... ....++13,796,730 33,991,551 40,741,312 


Louisiana. Mississippi. Alabama. 
20 18 


Georgia. ‘ Total. 
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25,207 447,732 ere 833,363 
113,297 180,064 484,856 39,046 898,893 
134,814 973,845 MIEIRO-! S6keras 2,283,622 
292,740 390,352 18,432 53,433 1,709,454 
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2,563,016 1,115,068 159,632 223,558 5,170,449 
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27,440,852 19,423,737 7,099,476 1,201,890 138,525,797 
30,519,501 22,663,764 9,458,255 2,341,000 153,685,113 
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AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 





and lumbermen should view with approval any effort 
upon the part of the railroads to provide by tree culture 
for the supply of their own future needs in whole or in 
part. 





LOCALITY AND LUMBERING. 


The love of home and of locality is an innate trait in 
the vast majority of mankind. People who have been 
born and raised in one section, no matter to what other 
and more delightful clime they have wandered, always 
look back upon the home of their youth with pleasant 
and regretful memories. There is a certain halo and 
coloring about the home of one’s youth which never 
leaves the memory. Even lumbermen become enamored 
of one locality, ordinarily the scene of their first success- 
ful lumber operations, until they stay in that particular 
section for so long a time that they have exhausted its 
resources and possibilities in a money-making way. 

The history of lumber affairs has ofttimes shown that 
where men have accumulated fortunes in a particular 
section, in attempting to repeat their earlier successes 
they have eventually lost their all. Their history has 
been akin to the farmer who has stuck to a wornout 
farm until the strength of the soil was totally exhausted. 
Again, there are other lumbermen who shift from one 
section to another, and not always to their best good. 
The conservative and money-making method of the aver- 
age lumberman is to confine himself, so long as timber 
is available, to the locality in which he was educated. 

When a Jumberman does change his base of operations 
from one section of the country to another it is an excep- 
tional man who does not make mistakes and incur seri- 
ous losses. Perchance he has been a successful lumber- 
man in the state of Michigan; he removes to the North 
Carolina pine country; to a cypress operation; to a 
hardwood proposition in the rough country of Tennessee ; 
to a yellow pine deal in the southwest. Rarely does such 
a lumberman in installing his new operation bear in 
mind the changed conditions which he has to encounter. 
It should be an axiom of the trade that a change of 
locality means changed conditions. And so marked are 
the changed conditions that it is almost necessary to suc- 
cessful results that the lumberman, no matter how good 
his training in his former locality has been, must forget 
almost everything he has known about the lumber busi- 
ness, and learn his trade over again. Many a lumber- 
man, going from the north to the south country, sets 
himself up to be a “very wise man.” He “knows it all.” 
Such men invariably go wrong, and in score after score 
of such cases men of comparative wealth have actually 
gone bankrupt. 

Many men from the north country have secured a 
tract of splendid timber in the south, and their ambition 
to immediately institute a lumber operation has been so 
strong that they would not even make an investigation 
of the surrounding country. They would not know the 
territory twenty miles from their locality; they would 
not even make the acquaintance of the inhabitants of 
the land. They simply took a little part of the north 
and put it into new fields, and started out on a sure road 
to disappointment and failure. The only safe rule for 
a lumberman who desires to enter into an operation in 
a new country is to study the people and the physical 
conditions of that country and to study both thoroughly. 
In a new country, or a new-old country, a man should 
especially study the lumber methods of that section. 
Although these methods are crude, he should give the 
native credit for the knowledge he possesses, for the 
experience he has had, and utilize that experience. 

Perhaps in the section he has been operating his tim- 
ber has run 20,000 to 40,000 feet to the acre; he has used 
standard gage roads; his logging has been done econom- 
ically. The growth of timber was heavy enough to 
warrant the expenditure. But when a man enters a sec- 
tion where the timber is running 5,000 feet or less to 
the acre he must remember that lower priced logging 
roads must needs be used to meet with success. He must 
use narrow gage lines or even wooden tram roads, in 
order to keep the average cost for transportation facili- 
ties from eating up too much of the value of his timber. 

In the former scene of his operations he has used 
streams—they were good logging streams—and has 
delivered his timber with comparative surety every time. 
Simply because he sees a river in the south country 
which looks all right at a certain season of the year it is 
no sign that it is an available logging stream. He must 
study that stream, learn its history, else he is more than 
likely to go wrong. He will also find that he must adopt 
new methods of sawing his lumber, caring for his lum- 
ber, drying his lumber and reducing it to a finished 
product. It is a new trade, and he must learn it. 

A volume the size of Webster’s unabridged dictionary 
would not contain the stories of the mistakes of north- 
ern lumbermen south of the Ohio river. Thousands and 
hundreds of thousands of dollars have been actually 
thrown away by the supposedly “wise man” of the trade. 
During the last twenty years such has been the number 
of absolute and lamentable failures that southern opera- 
tions have grown to be a bugbear to the average northern 
man, and it is only of late that the facts herein recounted 
have gradually dawned on the northern operator, and he 
has become convinced that while he is a “wise man” in 
his own country, he is the veriest novice in the new lum- 
ber propositions of the south. There is but one safe rule 
for him to follow in going into new countries, and that 
is to forget all he knows about the lumber business and 
recommence and learn his trade over. Changed localities 
in lumber operations mean changed conditions. Changed 
conditions mean new methods. Intelligent methods, 
adapted to the changed conditions, mean successful oper- 
ations, 
































The Cummer Method of Railroad Building. 

There is a story current down at Jacksonville, Fla., 
illustrative of the Cummer methods of doing things. It 
seems that when the Cummer Lumber Company first put 
in a lumber operation at Jacksonville it made a traffic 
arrangement with an existing Florida railroad line to 
transport its logs the larger portion of the distance from 
its timber properties to Jacksonville. The rate paid the 
railroad for this service, when figured on a basis paid for 
like service in the north, was abnormally high. One 
morning the Cummer Lumber Company found in its mail 
a notification from the railroad company that its rate on 
logs would be advanced something like 25 percent at a 
near-by date. No response was made to this notification, 
but surveys were immediately instituted, supplies and 
rolling stock bought, and work begun upon the construc- 
tion of an independent line by the Cummer Lumber Com- 
pany. When this work was fairly under way the com- 
pany received a second communication from the railroad 
withdrawing the former notification. To this communi- 
cation a reply was sent that the notification came too 
late. The management of the original railway system 
became indignant, and in a quiet and very businesslike 
way notified every broker and banker in New York, 
through whose hands railroad securities are handled, that 
within a short time the bonds of the Jacksonville & 
Southwestern Railroad (the Cummer line) would be on 
the market. They also suggested that the road was 
paralleling existing Florida lines, and could never pay 
running expenses, and strongly advised against listing or 
handling the securities. The brokers and bankers “stood 
in” at once and promised their co-operation. 

However, the construction of the Jacksonville & South- 
western railroad went on with the utmost vigor, and in 
fact the 100 miles of line was a record breaking piece of 
construction for that portion of the country. The old 
line railroad constructors whistled and wondered where 
the money was coming from. The road was completed, 
and the New York railroad and banking fraternity are 
still waiting for the presentation of Jacksonville & 
Southwestern bonds in the market. 

The story simply goes to illustrate somewhat of the 
Cummer methods, which is simply to buy things they can 
pay for, and to pay for things they buy. 





The Biggest [ill on the Coast. 


The easterner who goes out into the Puget Sound 
country with the idea that western lumbermen do not 
know how to make lumber will have his opinions ‘rudely 
disturbed when he visits the immense plant of the St. 
Paul & Tacoma Lumber Company at Tacoma, Wash. 
This plant is one of the largest lumber making institu- 
tions in the world; when its new mill, which is now 
nearing completion, is running it will have the largest 
sawing capacity of any concern on the Pacific coast, 
and if the market warrants it will turn out more lum- 
ber in a year than any other manufacturing concern in 
the world. The present mill, running night and day 
as it is now being operated, makes 300,000 feet of lum- 
ber each twenty-four hours. The equipment consists 
of two large band mills, a band resaw and a gang. The 
fine new mill that is now awaiting the arrival of ma- 
chinery and will be running in about thirty days, will 
be equipped with a band and a band resaw and will 
make about 250,000 feet night and day run, bringing the 
total capacity of the two mills up to 550,000 feet every 
twenty-four hours. The new mill is especially designed 
for sawing large cedar and spruce logs and will also 
contain a large shingle mill. Since the death of the 
late P. D. Norton, assistant treasurer of the St. Paul 
& Tacoma Lumber Company, a few months ago, Ever- 
ett G. Griggs, son of Col. C. W. Griggs, president of the 
company, in addition to his own duties, has taken part 
of Mr. Norton’s work on his shoulders, particularly 
the supervision of the manufacturing and the manage- 
ment of the sales department, while John Hewitt, son 
of Henry Hewitt, Jr., looks after the details of the finan- 
cial department. 

A change will soon be made that will relieve these 
gentlemen of some of their additional cares by the ad- 
vent of an eastern man, L. B. Royce, of Fort Atkinson, 
Wis., into the official family of the St. Paul & Tacoma 
Lumber Company. Mr. Royce, who was expected to 
arrive in Tacoma about August 10, is an old friend 
and business associate of Col. C. W. Griggs, having 
several years ago been interested with him in Jumber 
manufacturing at Cumberland, Wis.. He went west 
two years ago and remained a few months, but was 
compelled by poor health to return east. His health 
is now much improved and he will take up the outside 
supervision of the manufacturing, leaving to Everett 
B. Griggs the management of the sales department. 
Mr. Royce is president of the Northwestern Manufac- 
turing Company, at Fort Atkinson, Wis., and has 
financial and other interests there. 

Mr. Griggs reports the demand for lumber from the 
east not quite as strong now as a few months ago, but 
his company has plenty of orders ahead. 





Decorations in a Lumber Shed. 


For nearly twenty years. Fay Bros. & Co. have occu- 
pied a leading position in the lumber business of Cedar 





Rapids, Ia. Their present yard covers nearly a full 
block in the heart of the business district, and it is 
nearly all under roof at that. The Fays are no longer 
in active charge of the business, but John Gable, a 
member of the concern from the start, is at the helm, 
and the other day when a Lumberman representative 
visited Cedar Rapids, Mr. Gable took him out to the 
yard for a look at the immense stock which Fay Bros. 
& Co. carry. The principal sheds are what might be 
called twins and cover the north half of the yard. It 
was in the northwest corner of one of these sheds that 
the old office of the firm was located, and Mr. Gable 
says he does not really yet feel at home in the large 
new office which was erected a couple of years ago ad- 
joining the main shed on the south. 

But it is down in the southwest corner of the yard 
that is located probably the most unique lumber shed 
in the country. As Mr. Gable says ,it is the only 
lumber shed in the world with hand decorated ceiling 
and a forest growing in it. The building was formerly 
a Bohemian dance hall and a pretty tough place at that. 
Finally, in order to get rid of the nuisance, Fay Bros. 
& Co. bought the property, took out the floors, filled 
in a driveway through the center and turned it into a 
lumber shed. On the ceiling and walls the former 
decorations still remain, and in one end, painted ‘on the 
wall above the doorway, is a forest scene by some Bohe- 
mian artist which formerly was the background of the 
stage in the Bohemian dance hall. 





Two Tall Tales From Wisconsin. 


A somewhat unique appearance is thus graphically 
pictured by the veracious editor of the Marshfield ( Wis.) 
‘Times: 

John Sheriff, superintendent, and Albert Ebbe, cook, for 
the Upham Logging Company in the woods near Athens, ran 
up against a big black bear last week as they were engaged 
in moving camp. John was carrying a bedtick and Albert 
had a panful of dishes. Neither one was afraid—oh, no !— 
but somehow or other the dishes began rattling until they 
sounded like a first-class charivari in full swing, while John 
with rare presence of mind crawled into a hollow log and 
pulled the tick in after him. 

Probably the narrator is the same who recently told 
of a man who got his clothing full of wood ticks, the 
little insects whose characteristic noise greatly resem- 
bles the running of a watch. In this instance, however, 
the colony had learned to tick in unison, with a result 
approaching the ponderous “Never, forever,” of the his- 
toric grandfather’s clock, and the man (if we may be- 
lieve the yarn) could be heard coming while still a 
block away. 





A Ilissing Quality in Elm. 


Two men in a stone quarry were moving a heavy stone 
up a rather slight-looking board into a wagon. “Land 
alive!” said a bystander (this was in New England, 
and the exclamation is used for “local coloring”) “that 
plank will break, sure ez you’re born.” “Naw it won't,” 
said one of the men. “That’s an nellum plank. It don’t 
know how to break. ” And it didn’t break. 

A somewhat more eloquent, but not more forceful, 
tribute to the stout-hearted elm is contained in Dr. 
Holmes’ story of the deacon’s “wonderful one-hoss 
shay: 

‘The hubs were of logs from the “settler’s ellum”— 
Last of its timber—they couldn’t sell ’em; 

Never an ax had seen their chips, 

And the wedges flew from between their lips, 
And their blunt ends frizzled like celery tips. 





A Nice Point in Law. 


In England the yew tree is supposed to be injurious 
to cattle, and undoubtedly does often prove so, though 
in other instances no ill effects are noticeable. It has 
been decided in that country with due official solemnity 
that where the branches of a yew tree overhang a neigh- 
bor’s land and cattle or horses eat from the overhang- 
ing branches, the owner of the tree is liable for any 
resulting damages; but if the animals put their heads 
over the boundary in order to reach the tree they become 
trespassers. 

BABA II 


FROM AN EASTERN DEALER. 


Norwicu, Conn., July 23.—The volume of our lumber 
business compares favorably with that of a year ago, 
since which time, however, we have added several other 
lines. The high prices of lumber have operated to check 
demand, and the sundry reductions which have been 
made at wholesale have not awakened much interest as 
yet, many parties holding off, anticipating further reduc 
tions. There is considerable business locally, caused by 
the recent prosperity of cur manufacturers. The drouth 
has injured crops considerably. We feel that unless gen- 
eral business increases the price of lumber at wholesale 
must suffer a further decline. 

THe Epwarp CHAPPELL CoMPANY. 


PAPO 


The French government has prohibited the cutting of 
any more timber in Madagascar, probably on account 
of the plague now prevalent there. This chiefly affects 
mahogany and is creating quite a demand for dogwood 
and other woods suitable for imitations. 
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A Spectacle Too Glorious to Last—A Peck of Trouble for American Exhibitors—The Vincennes 
Annex fails to Connect—Society vs. Business—A Hasty Glance at Some 
Lumber Exhibits— A Promise of [lore to Follow. 
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A Tribute to the Exposition—225. 

The Paris exposition is a thing of beauty, even if it 
is not to be a joy forever. ‘The French people have 
struggled manfully to develop a great exposition, and 
they have charmed multitudes daily by the unique 
schemes and artful devices employed to arrest attention 
and interest the visitors. The necessity for crowding the 
exposition buildings into a comparatively restricted 
area in the center of the city has detracted somewhat 
from the artistic beauty of its architectural wonders, 
which always require ample space for their adequate 
presentation. Everything looks crowded; but withal 
the Champs de Mars, the Rue des Nations, Old Paris 
and fifty other features of the exposition are charming 
to the eye and well worthy of extended study. They 
will live for years in the memory of thousands, even 
though the gross attendance has been a disappointment 
to the projectors of the exposition and to the many 
capitalists and promoters interested in glittering amuse- 
ment schemes, many of which are now approaching 
bankruptcy. 

The buildings devoted to art and historical treasures— 
the heritages of the nations—are large enough for the 
purpose, and some of them are only sparsely occupied. 
fhe alleged necessity for the Vincennes Annex to my 
mind never existed, had the space been properly alloted; 
and the exhibits so located might almost as well have 
been left at home, as while the attendance at the ex- 
position is disappointingly light, even of those who do 
attend only about 10 per cent ever find their way vo 
the Vincennes Annex. ‘This is doubtless partly due to 
the impression that it is only the exhibits of secondary 
importance that have been thus shelved; but this was 
not the case either with the American woodworking 
machinery exhibit or with the American forestry exhibit. 
Vincennes is four and a half miles from the rest of 
the exposition as the crow flies, and a day’s journey 
back and forth for the aforesaid crow were he not 
equipped with better means of transportation than that 
provided for featherless bipeds. Thereby hangs a tale. 


The Lord High Commissioner Blamed — 226. 


There is a great deal of feeling among American exhib- 
iiors regarding this and other matters, of which Fer- 
dinand W. Peck, the American commissioner general, 
is the storm center. Everything is quiet just now, be- 
cause the .prizes have not yet been awarded and the 
jury, it is felt, might be somewhat susceptible to criti- 
cism of the official largely concerned in its creation; 
but there will be many things heard on this line later, 
and the denouement will be interesting. Not being 
myself a competitor for the Grand Prix, I can safely 
assert my belief that the sending of important American 
exhibit to Vincennes was a petty bit of machination 
upon the part of some of the french authorities, influ- 
epced by French exhibitors, and that Commissioner Peck 
either was consciously a party to this mean maneuver 
or else was not competent to judge of the advantage 
given to European exhibitors by the shelving of the 
American competitive exhibits in such a way. Neither 
horn of the dilemma is particularly grateful as a place 
of refuge to the commissioner. One electrical firm has 
sufficient space in the main exhibit to accommodate 
a great part of the Vincennes Annex; and there is 
little displayed in the space except a big signboard. 
Other spaces in the Champs de Mars were also avail- 
able, and the American woodworking machinery ex- 
hibit, had it been installed upon the main grounds, 
would have been one of the most interesting, particu- 
larly as it was one of the few where the machinery was 
alive and in active operation. That is, it was at such 
times as the power was available. I was there upon 
several occasions when either something had broken 
down or some other excuse was offered for a failure of 
the power. Inasmuch as the building was erected and 
the power installed and operated under the direction 
of the American commission, this will sufficiently ex- 
plain what difficulties the exhibitors are laboring under 
in this direction. It is openly stated in Paris that the 
location of these important Ameifcan exhibits in this 
out-of-the-way place was directly traceable to the in- 


fluence of an American electrical firm which had ob- 
tained a concession for an electrical railway to Vin- 
cennes, 


Another Failure of the «‘Pull’’ System— 227. 


I will not at this time attempt to characterize in any 
adequate way the general misfortunes primarily trace- 
able to the generally conceded incompetence of Com- 
missioner Peck, as suflicient space is not available; but 
in behalf of an army of exhibitors of many of the sub- 
stantial and practical products of American shops and 
fields and forests, I wish briefly to characterize the 
whole job as a botch from the beginning. Commissioner 
Peck might not have accomplished so much as was 
achieved in that direction by himself, but he gathered 
around him a lot of Willie-boy officials, appointed ap- 
parently in the main for what they did not know—and 
were not highly cerebrated enough to learn by experi- 
ence—and they had the practical management of things 
largely in their own hands, while Mr. Peck’s time was 
chiefly occupied with social functions. Had he only ex- 
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future international exhibition, and the conservator of 
their interests, shall fall to at least a practical business 
man rather than to a firefly living out his brief and 
feebly radiant life within the unreal sphere that they 
call society. 


Honest as the Day is Long—228. 


I would scorn to believe the charges of actual mis- 
appropriation or extortion of money upon the part of 
anyone connected with the American commission. Mr. 
Peck I believe to be an honest man; but after a careful 
study of the situation during my somewhat protracted 
stay in Paris I am sorry to say that I believe him to 
possess in a remarkably small degree the qualifications 
for such a position as he has attempted to fill. There 
was a great deal said, early in the summer, about the 
wonderful concessions which he had secured or would 
secure to the advantage of American exhibitors; but 
the fact remains that European countries like Belgium, 
Switzerland, Italy, Sweden, Russia and Germany have 
adequate space on the main grounds for their exhibits 
of all practical sorts, including machinery, and Ameri- 
can exhibitors would have fared much better had they 
had a commissioner alive to the duties of his position. 
But that is a story which will be very fully and forcibly 
told one of these days, and it will only be fair to give 
both sides a hearing. 


A Glance at Timber Exhibits— 229. 


I was naturally much interested while in Paris in 
every exhibit which had any bearing whatever upon 
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AN INTERIOR VIEW, PALAIS DES FORETS. 


ercised his appointive power in the selection of compe- 
tent subordinates, his own devotion to dress and din- 
ners would then doubtless have been a good thing, and 
would have left them unhampered to do the work well; 
but, as it is, the responsibility should be brought home 
very sharply to him and to the government who was 
responsible for his appointment in the first place, in 
order that such a commercially important position as 
the responsible head of the American exhibitors at any 


timber or lumber; and I propose briefly to touch at this 
time upon some of the more important ones, although 
I shall not expect to make any adequate presentation 
of the matter in this way and shall defer that to sub- 
sequent issues. 

The main American exhibit, of which the lumbermen 
of the United States have heard so much in advance, 
was not open to the public at the time I was in Paris, 
early in July, and in fact the building had not been fin- 
ished; but there was every indication that it would 
be a most worthy one and one of which every lumberman 
who had any part in it may well be proud, and when the 
time comes to take up seriously a review of lumber at 
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the Paris exposition, the American exhibit will have 
a prominent part. 

The accompanying view is from the interior of the 
Palais des Forets, which is located in the Champ du 
Mars, and which, in addition to commercial lumbering, 
includes also such subjects as hunting, fishing and har- 
vesting. A spacious rambling building of no particular 
style of architecture, it does not render itself well to 
an exterior view, and therefore none is given. The 
decorations upon the building, however, are very inter- 
esting and the exhibits which it contains are well 
worth the-attention of the visitors at Paris. 

Many of the exhibits of coarse logs and lumber are 
grouped outside of the building, and the immense logs 
displayed at the entrance of the pavilion loom up like 
monster cannon defending it from invaders. There is 
here a walnut log from the Alps weighing over eleven 
tons, 2n oak log from Slavonia whose weight is said to 
be fourteen tons, and two fir trees, enormous for Europe, 
but which would not be considered very remarkable upon 
our Pacific coast, being 90 feet in length. There was 
here also a sixty-ton mahogany log cut from a tree 
which measured 96 feet to the first branch and whose 
circuinference 5 feet 6 inches from the ground was 21 
feet. The cut herewith reproduced reminds one strongly 
of the Fisheries’ building at the World’s Fair. The 
festooning of fishing nets adds a light and graceful air 
to the whole and the stuffed animals were remarkably 
lifelike. I noticed with some amusement how women 
and children would shy away from the big antlers of 
the moose shown in a contemplative mood in the fcre- 
ground. 


The Canadian Lumber Exhibit—230. 


Our Canadian cousins have a very interesting exhibit 
at Paris, forming a part of the British exhibit in the 
Palais des Forets. ‘The space allotted here was not 
large, being about 1,000 square feet, and it was therefore 
impossible for each Canadian province to make a sepa- 
rate exhibit, as at Chicago. Of the 121 Canadian 
forest trees, eighty-six of the more commercially impor- 
tant are here represented. The most complete provin- 
cial exhibit came from British Columbia and included, 
besides large sections of the specimens, nearly 200 
pieces of square timber, deals, boards, flooring, wain- 
scoting, ete., with minor exhibits of shingles, tanbark 
and such products. Here may be found the largest tree 
section at Paris, although it does not compare with the 
giant redwood which was at Chicago and which I 
recently saw in the grounds of the Smithsonian Insti- 
tute at Washington, D. C. The section in question was 
of Douglas fir and is not quite eight feet in diameter; 
but it looks large enough to the European visitors, 
I can assure you. Besides its tree specimens, the 
provinces of Manitoba sent a fine exhibit of railway 
ties, lumber and pulp wood. 

The most interesting exhibit, however, came from 
the geological survey department of Ottawa, which con- 
sisted of eighty photographs of native Canadian trees 
in handsome frames made from their own woods. There 
are also fifty-five tree sections, each one labeled in 
English, French and Latin, with descriptive text in 
English and French. There is also an abundant supply 
of literature furnishing all the information required 
by the general public, and lumbermen and others more 
directly interested are referred to the Canadian pro- 
ducers. 

This Canadian exhibit is the more commendable from 
the fact that Canada is at present hampered in its 
exports to France by the absence of a direct line of 
steamers between the two countries. 


Swedish Forestry Exhibit—231. 


The Swedish lumber industry is represented by an 
exhibit in the Palais des Forets and by the Swedish 
Pavilion, which is itself a splendid piece of joinery 
work, and was built by Ekman’s Joinery Company, of 
Stockholm. It was designed by Ferdinand Boberg, 
and is a beautiful specimen of the light and airy archi- 
tecture which may be often observed in Sweden. It 
is furnished in various-colored woods and finished upon 
the outside with smooth semicircular shingles with 
a varnish finish. The small exhibit in the Paldis des 
Forets was prepared under the auspices of the Swedish 
Saw Mill Owners’ Association, though it is not so 
extensive as the importance of Sweden in the lumber 
markets of Europe would have warranted. This is 
especially true as regards specimens of sawn and planed 
goods; but the idea seems to have been to produce some- 
thing which would be of interest to the general public 
rather than to the technical lumbermen, and certainly 
this was accomplished in the model of a Swedish saw 
mill and yards, together with the workmen’s houses, 
ete., the railway lines, the charcoal - burning yard— 
which is a quite usual accompaniment of Swedish 
lumber operations—and the water front with steamers 
taking their cargoes. ‘This model is p!aced upon a 
stand composed of ends cut from 3x9 deals, each bearing 
the shipping mark of one of the members of the Swedish 
Saw Mill Owners’ Association. ‘There is also in the 
exhibit a view of the Swedish red fir forest in Dalselfen, 
with an artificially illuminated background. A touch 
of realism is added to the diorama by a fence and 
gateway of actual Swedish manufacture, forming the 
front boundary of the scene. The various chemical 
wood products, wood silk, ete., were also shown, and 
some few forest freaks such as have been rigidly excluded 
from the present Amercan exhibit. 


The Russian Exhibit—232. 


The Russians have a very interesting forestry exhibit, 
including some“fare timber specimens, and ranging of 
course from their various wood manufactures. down to 
the “bast” or inner bark of the basswood, from which 


they can make almost anything in Russia from a baby’s 
shoes to an old peasant’s shroud. A map showing the 
distribution of Russian forests attracts a great deal 
of interest, as do also some of the beautiful jewel boxes 
and other novelties manufactured from birch knots 
in a way which I recently referred to in these observa- 
tions. Here may be found probably the largest wood 
specimens outside of that from Canada already referred 
to. It is 500 years old and 1 meter and 75 centimeters, 
or about 5 feet and 9 inches, in diameter. I noticed 
one Russian exhibit which had escaped my attention 
on my visit to Russia last year. It was a product which 
the Russians call “ stonewood,” and which they make 
by a patent process from sawdust and other wood refuse. 
From this they press out roof tile and other products 
which are light, handsome, will take a nail, are bad 
conductors of heat and perfectly water and weather proof. 
Here is something which it might be well for some of 
our American Jumbermen to substitute for their present 
too liberal use’of ‘the refuse burner. 
The Hungarian Exhibit—233. 

The Hungarian forestry exhibit was a very elaborate 
one and attracted a great deal of attention; but I must 
say that this attention was devoted more largely to the 
elegant exhibit of stuffed animals representing various 
hunting scenég than to the more practical and technical 
details which were also a portion of the exhibit. One 
of the items, of the exhibit was spruce wood of a 
particular degree of resonance, such as is used for the 
manufacture of violins, guitars, and similar musftal 
instruments.. The exhibit of wood pulp in its various 
stages Of manufacture was also of much interest, and 
a series of bas reliefs entitled “Dressing Oak in Slavonia” 
attracted much attention. Altogether, the Hungarian 
exhibit was one of the most elaborate and interesting 
to the general sightseer of any of the forest exhibits 
which were open for exhibition at the time I was in 
Paris, early in July. 

One of the smaller exhibits may be found in the 
Bosnia building in the streets of Nations, and is that 
of the Societe Anonyme. Aside from the forest exhibits 
and exhibits of various chemical products which it man- 
ufactures, the rest of the exhibit was chiefly devoted 
to a wood preserving process which this company con- 
trols. J. EB. D. 





Litigation. 


A Recent Timber Land Decision. 

DututH, MINN., Aug. 8.—The Northern Pacific road 
and Messrs. F. Weyerhaeuser and John A. Humbird 
have begun suit to quiet title to the lands finally granted 
that road by the United States supreme court not long 
ago, and which are claimed to have been purchased by 
the other plaintiffs. These lands were opened to settle- 
ment and the railroad’s case was to all intents and pur- 
poses thrown out of court some years ago, but it was 
practically invited by the secretary of the interior to 
start in again and has now won the lands. The defend- 
ants in the present suit secured title, in most cases, 
directly from the United States patentees and have been 
cutting the timber and manufacturing it here. The suit 
seeks to enjoin this action on their part and to oust all 
parties on the lands. ‘The defendants include a great 
many persons and firms, the leading ones being Alger, 
Smith & Co., Mitchell & McClure, the Johnson-Went- 
worth Lunmber Company, C. A. Duncan, D. A. Duncan, 
Lesure Lumber Company, Olean Land Company, Rich- 
ardson & Avery and Waldo A. Avery. The lands lie in 
the second indemnity limits of the Northern Pacific in 
this and Lake counties and are in towns and ranges as 
follows: Town 51, ranges 13, 14 and 15; town 82, 
ranges 12, 13, 14 and 15; town 54, ranges 10, 11, 14 and 
15; town 55, ranges 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16. 








A Louisiana Case. 


A recent Jaw suit of considerable interest to lumber- 
men was that of Barr & Hetterman, operating as the 
Louisiana Lumber Company, et al., vs. W. K, Henderson 
for violation of contract, in which Judge Land, of the 
District court of Shreveport, La., has entered a judg- 
ment for the plaintiffs of $12,971.94. 

It seems that the plaintiffs contracted with the de- 
fendant for the output of the Jatter’s saw mill in Bos- 
sier parish, La. The contract provided that the lumber 
was to be sawed to such widths and thicknesses as the 
pliantiffs might designate, and they ordered the lumber 
to be cut one inch in thickness. The plaintiffs claim 
that the defendant failed to run the mill to its full 
capacity and also that considerable of the lumber was 
improperly manufactured. The plaintiffs claim to have 
made two attempts to load out lumber, but were pre- 
vented in-doing so in both cases by the refusal of de 
fendants to allow them to remove the Jumber unless 
they accepted the mis-cut stock at the same price as that 
which was properly manufactured. This the plaintiffs 
refused to do. The plaintiff had already paid on the 
contract the sum of $10,445.23. The evidence showed 
that the contract had been in operation about one year 
and that on the occasion of the first shipment, which 
was seven or eight months ago, a large portion of the 
mis-cut Jumber by agreement of both parties was taken 
by plaintiff at half price. The contract called for $9.50 
a thousand for l-inch lumber. 

The court, after stating the particular points at issue 
and the question of the dimensions to which the lumber 
was to be cut, ruled that under the contract the plain- 
tiff was bound to accept only such Jumber as was sawed 
the uniform thickness of one inch. “As for damages 
for failing to run the mill to its full capacity,” he said, 
“J do not think the claim sustained by the evidence, and 


moreover the defendant was not put in default until 
some time in March, 1900, from which time unti) the 
date of the institution of this suit the mill was shut 
down for necessary repairs. I see no foundation for the 
demand for punitive damages, even conceding that the 
defendant wilfully and intentionally violated his con- 
tract. It is, therefore, ordered, adjudged and decreed 
that the plaintiffs, Barr & Hetterman, for the use of the 
the Louisiana Lumber Company, do have and recover of 
the defendant, W. K. Henderson, the sum of $10,445.23, 
and the further sum of $2,526.71, with legal interest 
thereon from this date, and all costs of suit to be 
taxed. It is further ordered that whatever rights plain- 
tiffs may have for damages under said contract for the 
unexpired term be reserved and that all other demands 
be rejected.” 

As an outgrowth of the above suit, E. B. Williams & 
Co., of New Orleans, have filed suit against the Louisiana 
Lumber Company et al. for $15,000 for failing to com- 
ply with contract. The defendants state that on account 
of the dispute with Henderson as to what lumber they 
sliould take they were unable to comply with their con- 
tract with E. B. Williams & Co. 





Notes. 


The United States court at Waycross, Ga., has issued 
an order restraining the sale of the saw mill plant of 
Mrs. M. L. Sims until her petition in bankruptcy has 
been passed upon. 

Mrs. Margaret Chamberlain, widow of the late Nathan 
Chamberlain, who died two years ago, has made an 
assignment of the coal and lumber firm of Nathan 
Chamberlain & Son at Rahway, N. J., for the benefit of 
creditors. 

Brooks & Fisher, Detroit timber dealers, have filed a 
petition in bankruptcy with liabilities of $21,666.52 and 
assets of $14,289.21, of which $500 is claimed as exempt. 

Creditors of the Hyndman Lumber & Manufacturing 
Company at Hyndman, Pa., have filed a petition in 
bankruptey, claiming that the firm has preferred cer- 
tain creditors, 

A. P. Perry, who some time since sold a mill to the 
Sunset Lumber Company, of Tacoma, Wash., which re- 
cently failed, has seized the mill, clciming that title had 
not passed to the company. He bases his claim upon the 
fact that no cash was received iu exchange, but only 
negotiable paper, which was not taken up when it fell 
due. 

Archibald Newman, senior member of the planing mil! 
and saw mill firm of Newman & Barnard, Greenfield, 
Ind., has disappeared and letters since received from 
him indicate that his flight was intentional and that 
he would not return. The concern seems to be in good 
financial icondition and no reason for the mysterious 
disappearance is known. 

Morris Adler, a prominent ore and land speculator in 
Birmingham, Ala., has been sued by William H. Knowles, 
of Florida, for an accounting of joint land transactions 
involving over 200,000 acres of Alabama yellow pine 
land. The Van Kirk Land Company, the former owner, 
owed Knowles $68,000 and Adler $160,000. These cred- 
itors took judgment and organized the Knowles Pine 
Land Company to dispose of the property. It was sold 
by Adler, but Knowles alleges that only $30,000 has been 
accounted to him. 

The Marinette Lumber Company, Marinette, Wis., has 
sued the “Soo” railroad for $40,000 for cedar lost in a 
recent fire. It appears that the railroad neglected to 
furnish cars upon which to load the logs, whereupon the 
lumber company secured them from another railroad. 
After this had been done the Soo people claimed that 
they could not spare an engine to do the hauling. A 
locomotive was thereupon secured from another line, but 
even then no shipments were made and soon afterward 
fire destroyed the property. It was also claimed that 
at the time of beginning the cedar operations in ques- 
tion the railroad officials entered into an agreement to 
furnish cars for shipment at frequent intervals so that 
stock would not accumulate and that this agreement 
was not carried out. 

The suit of the Fuller Bros.-Toll Lumber Company 
and other large concerns against the county of Wyan- 
dotte, Kansas, to prevent the collection of taxes, will 
soon come up in the federal court. It is claimed that 
the corporations did not make proper returns for the 
assessors. 

A suit for $5,000 has been begun against the New 
Haven Steam Saw Mill Company, New Haven, Conn., 
for the death of a boy killed by the fall of a lumber pile 
in the company’s wharf where the boy was fishing with 
his father. ‘The suit is based upon the claim that the 
property was not inclosed and had no signs posted 
warning against trespassing. It will be somewhat in- 
teresting to know what damages may be secured under 
such a claim. 

D. S. Jones, of D. S. Jones & Co., lumber dealers at 
Long Island city, L. L, has won extended litigation 
against the Long Island Railroad Company. The case 
was regarding the erection of a fence by the railroad, 
adjoining Mr. Green’s lumber property upon a street 
which had been formerly vacated, and which fence Mr. 
Jones promptly demolished. 

Warrants for the arrest of the officers of the Spokane 
& Idaho Lumber Company, of Post Falls, Idaho, have 
been issued upon complaint of farmers living near the 
mill, alleging violation of the United States statute 
which declares that there shall be no refuse thrown into 
any navigable stream which may tend to obstruct navi- 
gation. 
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Webster City Dealers. 


If I had known what kind of lumbermen there are in 
Webster City I would have brought my clothes along 
and stayed awhile. 

lo begin with, I want to relate one of those strange 
instances which set us thinking. Many of you know 
J. W. Young and his son Calvin. You certainly do not 
know the lumber business of Webster City without 
knowing them, for they are a big component part of at. 
Calvin asked me if I had been thinking for several days 
of coming to Webster City, and I told him I had been 
thinking of it for a week or so. “Well,” said he, “for 
several days I have been thinking of you. It seemed 
that you must be coming here. This morning when | 
was sweeping | thought I must do the job thoroughly, 
so that the office would present as good an appearance 
as possible when you came.” 

Within three hours after Mr. Young was doing this 
thinking and sweeping I was in Webster City. He and 
| had never met, had never exchanged a line of corre- 


* spondence, and he had no tangible reason of knowing 


that I would be in Webster City on that day, or that I 
Possibly an unknown mental affin- 


would ever be there. f 
Talk about telegraphing with- 


ity figured in the case. 
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“The man up the tree. 


out wires! I am sometimes inclined to the belief that if 
we knew how to shape the conditions the human machine 
would be all that would be required to do it, 

Around among the lumbermen of the country I am 
constantly running up head first against social fune- 
tions, and after this [ shall include in my luggage a 
dress suit. I have the one in which [ was married more 
than twenty years ago, and on a pinch I think I can 
squeeze into it. Now, at Webster City last night there 
was held an elegant reception at the fine new home of 
Mr. Young. Everything was a blaze of fashion and 
beauty, and there 1 was with the clothes I am not afraid 
slivers and sawdust will harm when I roost around on 
the lumber piles with the yard men. I kept both hands 
over the front of my negligee shirt, being careful to 
spread my fingers a little so my diamond would glisten 
through, and made the best of it. I talked with big 
bankers and with as pretty school-ma’ams as stand on 
two feet in the state of Iowa, 

It would be proper to call B. L. Willis, the head and 
front of the company bearing his name, the quaint phi- 
losopher. Had he lived in the time of Old Sock he could 
have hung out his shingle as a professional. Mr. Willis 
has a fine suite of offices as headquarters for his line of 
yards. In the private office there is a beautiful oak 
table, and I had not been there two minutes before I 
was told that if I would be more comfortable to put my 
feet. on that table to pile them right up there. Their 
size does not permit of their being elevated in a second, 
but the courtesy caused me to feel at home. 

Mr. Willis has one yard in Webster City and thirteen 
in other towns. He imparts ideas as readily as he 
imbibes them—is willing to impart them—and to such 
«a man the lumber trade is greatly indebted. You owe 
nothing, beloved, to the clam. No doubt as many as a 
dozen times hereafter when the reservoir is tapped Mr. 
Willis’ lumber lore will run out. It may not be branded, 
nevertheless you will recognize it as the real thing. 
Within two days I actually visited Webster City twice 
to associate with these men whom [ call my kind. 


The Yard in Town. 


There are yards which are in town, and then there 
are those which are out of town, and in these days it 
does net have to be far away to be considered out of 
town. I was in a yard not long ago that must be 
nearly a mile from the center of the burg. The man who 
established it thought that no location except one on a 
railroad would do, and there he is, and at the same time 
is isolated. Business around the place was as dead as a 
mackerel, while his competitor over town seemed about 





is busy as he could be. This out-of-town yard has little 
driblet trade. Few people will walk two miles for a 
board or a screen door, and when a man wants a house 
ov barn bill figured, other things being equal, he is not 
going to favor the man who has set up shop clear over in 
the next county. 

A month or so ago a dealer in a small place said it 
was not plain to him how a lumber yard could be run on 
a prominent business street in the center of town. This 
dealer was tucked away on a railroad; he had his little 
12x16 office, and his lumber piles were on the open 
prairie. To him a lumber yard meant a straggling, 
ragged affair, that would illy grace any public street. 
1 have been looking for a good photograph of the street 
front of some plant, so that these dealers who are doing 
business in small towns, and stay closely at home, may 
see how casy it is to build a shed on a business street 
that will not offend the public eye. I found the photo- 
graph T have been in search of at Webster City. This 
shed is on the main street, and when a short distance 
from it it would be impossible for a stranger to tell 
whether lumber or some other kind of merchandise was 
sold cn the premises. Ten to one he would say it was 
not lumber. 

This shed has one marked peculiarity, insomuch that 
that the driveway is into the second story, the grade of 
the street making this practicable. Mr. Young deserves 
to be known far and wide as the man who has 400 feet 
of cave trough on his sheds. Undoubtedly he got tired 
of having the rain running down his back. 


Preserving the Fresh Look. 


At the expense of being called hard names I am once 
nore going to have my say on the molding question. In 
the past week I have seen stecks of moldings which were 
as black as your hat. in many a yard molding is the 
most abused stock. A dealer will shove his molding, 
which should be kept dry and away from dust, into a 
rack in an open shed, when he would not think that he 
could leave a No. 3 door outside his wareroom over night. 
| cannot figure it out how any dealer who keeps his 
moldings in this shape can say that he has learned his 
business. If he has learned it he certainly is not prac- 
ticing it. 

The loss from this way of handling moldings must 
constantly be met, but the big chunk of retribution will 
come later on—when, for instance, you are about to sell 
your yard, Then the prospective buyer will talk those 
moldings clear down to the foot of the hill.. He will say 
they are sv soiled they are not worth store room, and if 
you do not throw them in at a quarter of their value you 
will do what thousands of retail men have not done. 
And if you were buying a yard I know you would feel 
that if you bought dusty, weather-beaten moldings at a 
low price you would not be getting much of a bargain. 
When we are considering these matters which pertain 
to ourselves we must try to look at them from the posi- 
tion of the man up the tree, for that is where the man 
will be, especially when he comes around to buy our 
soiled moldings. 

What if the wholesale dealer should send you mold- 
ings besmeared with dirt as those out in your shed may 


possibly be this very minute? What kind of a hairpin 
would you accuse him of being? There should be prac- 
ticed an art preservative in the mercantile business— 
that of keeping the goods as near as possible in the con- 
dition they were when they came from the wholesale 
houses. In dry goods, clothing, hats, boots and shoes, 
when this is not done the man who is handling them is 
not called a good merchant. 

It so happened last week that in one day I was in two 
warehouses, the methods in which were radically differ- 
ent. In one of them there was an effort to make as 
much of « show as possible. Evidently as soon as an 
invoice of doors had arrived the paper had been taken 
from them, and they were set up around the room. In 
the other place there was only one of a kind stripped. 
“T want to keep these doors looking as fresh as possible,” 
the yard man said. “If I unwrap all of them they are 
going to look grimy after a little. People like to buy 
fresh lcoking goods. The same buyer does not come into 
this rcom often, and whoever comes may carry away the 
impression that I have just received a new stock of 
goods, for all I care. That impression would most cer- 
tainly be beneficial to me. No, I don’t permit the dust to 
accumulate on those that are still wrapped.” 

This man is carrying out a principle that is as sound 
as a dollar. He is anxious that his doors shall have a 
fresh appearance, and thus create the impression in the 
minJs of those who see them that they were recently 
purchased; and thinking they were new, the buyer would 
as naturally as he breathed infer that the styles were 
the latest. We are all the time reasoning from this to 
that, and every time the conclusion is either for or 
against something or somebody. 

At another place the yard man threw open some 
tightly fitting doors, and there were his molding strips in 
an inclosure that would defy dust. “One of the best 
paying improvements I have on the place,” was the com- 
ment. 

A yard man recently told me that one advantage of a 
closed shed is that it is thought by some that the lumber 
that comes from it is in better condition than though 
it had been piled open to the weather. What is more 
easy for a novice in lumber affairs to believe than this? 
And not infrequently there would be some truth mixed 
with the poetry. 

“IT have sold lumber to some people because they 
thought they were getting ‘fresh’ stock, as they termed 
it. Every board was bright and clean, and it pleased 
them,” he said. 

Some one before any of us was born said something 
about putting the best foot forward, and there was so 
much sense in the saying that it will no doubt be going 
the rounds after our lumber career shall have ended, It 
is a very good saying to bear in mind, and to follow it is 
inexpensive in dollars and cents often. We frequently 
get it into our heads, however, that it is the costly that 
inost benefits, while in fact the reverse is true. The 
absolute necessities of life cost little. 


Blind Yards. 


A biind yard often serves a good purpose. When a 
yard man is anxious to monopolize all the trade of a 
town that is possible, one way is to put in a blind yard. 
At first blush the novice might ask, “Why blind? Why 
not assume that it has eyes like other yards?” Perhaps 
this is a fair answer answer to that quetion: The buy- 
ing community wants competition. It seems to be as 
natural for us to dislike trusts as it is to hope or love, 
and if a man is known to be running two yards in one 
town, thus preventing competition, the people of the 
town regard him as a monopolist—as having established 
a little trust of his own. To overcome this objection, 
or rather that there may be no cause for such an objec- 











STREET FRONT OF J. W. YOUNG’S LUMBER SHED IN WEBSTER CITY, IA, 
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tion to exist—the blind yard is put in. The men who are 
running the pair of yards congregate in some back room 
at midnight, or of a Sunday when everybody else is at 
church, and compare notes. Sometimes these men appear 
very distant when, in sight of other people, they meet 
on the street; they will talk about one another, at times 
in not complimentary terms, in the hearing of others; 
then again there are periods when seemingly they have a 
fight, in a trade way, on their hands. All this is to 
effectually fool the public. 

Effectually! That is the phase of the blind yard busi- 
ness that I want briefly to touch on. We may think 
that the public is stupid, easily deceived, but in this 
regard we are liable to deceive ourselves. The public is 
a sly old fox; not the whole of the public, but just 
enough of it to leaven the rest. There are some men 
who jump at conclusions just as women do, and they 
jump pretty straight, too. It must be remembered, how- 
ever, that before they jump they generally have a cue, 
some slight excuse for reasoning from cause to effect. 

You and [ do not care how many blind yards are run, 
but for the reputation of our brother lumberman for 
shrewdness when these yards are blind we want them 
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“A sly old fox.”’ 


blind. As blind as a bat—and that is not what all of 
them are. 

A yard to be run successfully as a blind must be abso- 
lutely independent. In a town two yards which are 
really one, though run under different names, sometimes 
received their stock in the same shipment. One yard 
might want, say, 10,000 feet of a certain grade of lum- 
ber, and to make up a car enough was added of some 
other grade in which the other yard was short. A rail- 
road freight agent ought to keep his mouth shut, but in 
common with the rest of us he does not do it always. 
No doubt it looked a little odd to him to see the lumber 
for these two yards come in one car, and the freight on 
the whole paid by one of the yard men. If two men were 
running yards entirely separate this could be repeatedly 
done and cause no comment, but in the lumber business, 
as well as out of it, there is that intangible something 
that tells the story. You cannot get hold of it; it would 
not convict in a court of law, yet it convinces. In a 
moment when this freight agent thought he had some 
news to tell he related to an intimate how these lumber- 
men divided their invoices, adding, confidently, of course, 
what he thought was the reason; that intimate, as he 
usuaily does, told some one else, and today the whole 
community thinks, and rightly, of course, that both 
yards are run by one interest. Yet the members of that 
community do not tell those yard men that they are try- 
ing to hoodwink them. Right here is a point that we 
should bear in mind: No matter what me may think of 
a man, we rarely tell him unless we are mad, drunk or 
otherwise are in an abnormal condition. If we think a 
man would steal a horse we do not step up to his face 
and tell him so. We may be very mean and people will 
hold their tongues when we are within hearing; or we 
may be very good, and they are going to come around 
every morning and tell us of it. Some fine day when 
another yard is put in that town the inhabitants will 
metaphorically throw up their hats and hurrah! 

A line yard concern let the cat out of the bag when 
its auditor was seen inspecting the books of the sup- 
posed competing yard. In a town I visited inquiry was 
made of the hotel man as to the location of the yards, 
and in giving me that information he volunteered the 
statement that two of those yards, naming them, were 
run by one man. At neither of these yards was anything 
of this kind mentioned by, or to, me, but recently I have 
learned that the hotel man was right. 

Tn one town a yard man—as yard men frequently do— 
told me that one of the other yards was his. In my 
rounds I visited the other yard, and said nothing to the 
manager concerning the statement the owner of it had 
made to me. We talked about trade, competition, 
etcetera, and this manager related what he regarded as 
very mean tricks which had been played on him by his 
competitor! He was a good actor. Afterward I said 
to the principal that in that man he had a good blind 
yard manager, and he replied with some show of satis- 
faction that he knew it. 

The way to run a blind yard is to run it blind. It is 
different from a blind pig. In non-license towns there 
are blind pigs, but if nobody knew of their existence 
they would not live out the week. It is not every man 
who in spirit and letter can run a blind yard. He does 
precisely as all of us do in some direction or other— 
gives himself away. 

Cramped Premises. 

The day was so hot that I did not feel like tearing 
around town with my usual vim, so I took off my coat 
and vest and sat down in a big armchair to take it cool; 
and at the same time anybody who passed the office door 
could see my fine striped shirt that the day before I 


started from home I had paid 90 cents for. The yard 
man was also in undress uniform. It is only at such 
times that a man is himself. He is not posing for the 
eye of anybody. His mind is at peace. The tension is 
oif, and he really feels happier than Queen Victoria does 
when she sits on her gilded throne with her crown of 
gold and gems, weighing forty-five pounds, bearing down 
like lead on the top of her head. I got up this morning 
with the strongest kind of an inclination to write poetry, 
and don’t know but struggle against it the best I know 
how it will crop out. 

For two hours we sat there enjoying what may be 
called with no great stretch of imagination unalloyed 
existence. We talked lumber off and on, but it was too 
hot to pursue a subject with sufficient vigor to ever- 
lastingly settle it. Twice during the two hours we went 
down to the drug store and took lemonades through 
straws. Then, as a refreshing breeze came in at the door, 
the yard man adjusted his cigar, gave both suspenders 
a snap, and said there was a subject he had not seen 
touched on in this department—the one of ample yard 
room, 

“Land is not dear out here,” he began. “If it cost 
as much as it does in the eastern cities it would be 
another tune. I know of no particular reason why all 
of us should not have enough room to turn around on. 
Building a lumber plant is like building a house. To 
start with, in the latter case we have a place for all our 
furniture, and think we are fixed for life so far as room 
is concerned, but by and by our families increase, we are 
obliged to buy more beds and chairs, and the first we 
know we are crowded, and then we want to sell out and 
build larger. It is similar in a lumber yard. I thought 
I had room enough here, but there are piles of lumber 
in my shed alley which have no more business there 
than they have in my parlor. There seems to be no 
other place for it, though, and we will continue to stum- 
ble over it. We should so plan and build a yard or shed 
that it will take care of our maximum stock.” 

1 tuld him I thought that was about right, and then he 
wiped his brow and said it was so darned hot he believed 
another lemonade would touch the spot. 


ULK, Bates « 
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THE EXPOSITION AT PARIS. 

Everybody has heard of Paris and of its famous expo- 
sition, but probably not all of our readers are acquainted 
with its features. This great show was opened in Paris, 
Ill., on Monday, June 25, and ever since has been the 
talk of the entire country round about. It happens that 
Paris is the scene of the operations of the Propst Lum- 
ber Company, of which Charles F. Propst is the mana- 
ger. Now this same Propst fellow has a great reputa- 
tion for hustling and is always originating something 
new, and this idea of the Paris exposition originated, we 
assure you, entirely with him. It seems that C. W. 
Curll, an extensive farmer living a few miles out of 
Paris, lately suffered the destruction of his house by 
fire. His many friends in the neighborhood, desiring to 
show substantial sympathy with him, tendered him the 
use of their horses and wagons for hauling the lumber to 
replace the burned structure. Thirty-five of them 
turned out on the morning of the day above named, came 
to Paris and to the yard of the Propst Lumber Com- 
pany and there loaded their wagons with the goodly 
product. Meanwhile Charley Propst had seen the mag- 
nificent opportunities lurking in the deal and had 
aroused the curiosity of every one of the 5,000 odd 
residents of the city of Paris by providing banners, 
placards, ete., for the wagons and a brass band to head 
the line. He then marshaled the farmers in column of 
twos and took them to the Paris house, the best hotel 
in town, and gave them all a bountiful dinner, topping 
it off with good cigars. The procession moved at 2 
o'clock. The town turned out in force to see the gay 
parade, which was really striking in appearance. The 
band played its most catchy marches, the stars and 
stripes proudly headed the procession and the deco- 
rated wagons loaded with lumber strung out for a 
quarter of a mile in its wake. This order of procession 
was maintained through the whole eight miles of the 
route to the Curll farm and naturally attracted the 
attention of the entire population of the surrounding 
territory. Charley Propst knows how to advertise, but 
probably this was one of the most profitable advertise- 
ments that he or any lumber dealer ever conceived. 





HYMENEAL. 


Stoddard-Vore. 

Edward B, Stoddard and Miss Edith D. Vore were 
married July 30, at Lafayette, Ind., and will reside in 
St. Louis, where the groom is engaged in the lumber 
business. 





Thomas-Hollins. 

John F. Thomas, son of Edwin L. Thomas, and asso- 
ciated with him in the lumber business in New York 
city, was married August 1 to Miss Maud F. Hollins, 
also of Yonkers. 

Van Meter-Young. 

The American Lumberman has just learned of the 
marriage of F. A. R. Van Meter, city editor of the La 
Crosse Chronicle, and Miss Catherine Young, daughter 
of the well known lumberman, J. D. Young, of St. Paul, 
but resident in Fairmont, Minn. The wedding occurred 
at St. Paul, July 24. Mr. Van Meter showed very good 
sense in invading the lumber ranks in quest of a bride, 
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REVIEW OF THE TRADE. 


A conference with the anthracite coal producers has 
been called by the miners at Hazleton, Pa., for Monday 
next to consider several propositions for the operation of 
the mines. These questions are a revision of the dockage 
system, bimonthly pay, the price of powder, and the 
recognition of the United Mine Workers. It is stated that 
if the men insist upon the recognition of the union, a 
contest will be precipitated which may lead to protracted 
idleness. Consequently the results of the meeting are 
looked to with unusual interest. There is enough uncer- 
tainty about the results to give the markets in the west 
an undertone of strength, especially in territory that 
depends upon all-rail shipments. Under the influence of 
this pending issue there are coal men who predict a 
much stronger market a little later in the season. 

There are fairly good tonnages at the various upper 
lake ports, but even there stocks are in no better shape 
than at this time last year, From Buffalo for the season 
to August 1 there were shipped 969,805 tons of coal, as 
compared with 1,046,380 tons for the corresponding 
period last year and 797,975 tons to August 1, 1898. The 
July shipments were as scant as any previous month, 
238,004 tons, against 369,447 tons for July last year. 
The receding lake freight rates may account in part for 
these decreased shipments. The rate to Lake Michigan 
is now 35 cents, less than half that with which the season 
started. 

Buying of anthracite coal is slightly better, but is 
not very active. Even the purchases made in June are 
said to be not entirely delivered, buyers holding off as 
long as possible. Coal on track, however, is not large, 
and the backwardness of buyers does not embarrass the 
trade. Coal is not coming forward by rail in some 
instances as rapidly as it is asked for, and stocks of rail 
coal are not more than ample. The demand now runs 
to egg size, for the owners of furnaces in houses, con- 
stituting the wealthier class of buyers, are ordering bins 
filled for the coming winter, and in consequence of this 
demand some stocks of egg have been depleted. Out on 
the Missouri river the coal dealers are waiting for the 
expected reduction in freight rates, the prospects for 
which are not learned. 

The last vestiges of the old contracts on Hocking val- 
ley coal, which all summer have been undermining prices 
to a slight but perceptible degree, seem to have disap- 
peared, and that product is now said to be quite firm, 
selling on the basis of $2.85, Chicago. Other eastern 
coals are fairly firm, but western coals, especially the 
steam fuels, are not showing the improvement which a 
firm market implies, The small trade is in reasonably 
good shape, but contracts, municipal and manufacturing, 
now usually bring out slightly reduced quotations, and 
occasionally one which indicates either a lesion of freight 
tariffs or a serious departure from prices at mine. This 
state of affairs has not become general and for that rea- 
son attracts more attention than if it were more com- 
mon. There has been some progress in the closing of 
contracts this week, but some large consumers still have 
their wants unprovided for, 

Within a week inquiry from country dealers has-im- 
proved. It is regarded as the beginning of the fall trade, 
but has not yet gained enough volume to become a promi- 
nent feature of the market. A year ago the demand for 
coal had at this time gained quite an impetus, and the 
searcity of cars had become with some shippers a most 
unpleasant fact. There is now no similar condition. An 
extended inquiry on the subject brought out a statement 
from only one shipper that cars were scarce, and with 
him it. was only for shipments to distant points in the 
west. As the experiences of last season look from this 
distance, there was a large element of scare in the 
demand. Buyers, not getting speedy answer to their 
inquiries, repeated them many times over to other pro- 
ducers, thus piling up the supposed needs of the trade, 
ten cars ordered from each of ten sellers, all repetitions, 
appearing as a hundred cars. And, moreover, the buyer 
often ordered originally more coal than actually was 
required. The general opinion now is that these condi- 
tions will not be repeated, at least not to the same de- 
gree, 

Manufacturing is proceeding in a more composed man- 
ner, and, instead of running overtime many plants are in 
operation partially, or closed down either for repairs or 
the arrival of necessary orders. Car equipments have 
increased and the railways can handle a larger tonnage. 
These are the surface indications, and how closely they 
will approximate the reality is a guess. ; 

Part of the miners in the George’s creek region, Mary- 
Jand, who have been on strike for many months, are said 
to have returned to work at the old scale of wages. This 
may materially help to ease off markets in the east. 
Competing districts in West Virginia have profited 
largely from the strike, especially in eastern markets, 
where the bituminous trade is reported to be quite active, 
aided as it has been by the growing export needs. 

Coke continues to recede in value, and the require- 
ments in the west are of modest dimensions. Prices are 
irrecular. but some grades of Connellsville crushed coke 
ean now be bought at about $4.50, Chicago, though the 
leading maker is holding his product considerably higher. 





Many Pennsylvania streams are filled with logs 
which cannot be sent down on account of low water and 
yet in many cases there is water enough to damage the 
timber seriously by bumping it against the rocks. 














AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 


Avaust 11, 1900. 





‘THE WHITE PINE NORTH. 





~ 


Figuring on the Shortage in Cut and Stocks—Heavy Rains Relieve Log Situation—Shipments 
from Lake Superior Ports—Wisconsin Valley Notes—The Ashland Fire— 
In the Menominee District —Pastern Michigan Matters 
—Hemlock Producers Adopt Prices. 





THE UPPER [USSISSIPPI VALLEY. 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Aug. 9.—The call for the semi- 
annual meeting of the Mississippi Valley Lumbermen’s 
Association has been issued by the secretary, J. E. 
Rhodes, to take place at 2 p. m., August 21. Hereto- 
fore this meeting has been held in the assembly hall in 
the Lumber Exchange, but owing to several difficulties 
which were met with this year, it was found necessary 
to hold it at some other place, and it will be at the 
West hotel. While this is the regular mid-summer meet- 
ing of the association, it is believed that it will be par- 
ticularly well attended on account of a number of im- 
portant matters which are to be considered. : 

Secretary Rhodes is compiling a statement showing 
the amount of stock held by the manufacturers of the 
north on August 1, 1899, and the same information for 
August 1, 1900. Jn his efforts to secure the data con- 
cerning these stocks, Mr. Rhodes has been aided by the 
manufacturers and will be able to give a full and com- 
prehensive statement of the present conditions, as com- 
pared with those at this time last. year. Owing to 
the peculiar circumstances this year, it 1s believed that 
this information will not only be of interest, but also 
of business value to the members of the association. 
In addition to these statistics the secretary is also mak- 
ing an effort to ascertain something definite regarding 
the curtailment in the white pine product up to the 
present time. ; . 

From all indications there is every reason to believe 
that there is a considerable shortage of lumber in the 
north. Various estimates of this shortage have been 
made, but owing to the extent of the field and also to 
the fact that concerted effort has been made to verify 
figures, it is not improable that such estimates are 
erroneous. ‘Through direct appeal to the manufacturers 
the information now being gathered by Secretary Rhodes 
will no doubt be more nearly correct than any previous 
estimate. 

The effect of these figures and estimates when placed 
before the meeting can hardly be predicted. There is 
said to be a disposition among the manufacturers to 
alter prices at the meeting, but it is not known just 
what action is to be expected. It is believed, however, 
that the figures furnished by the secretary will have 
much to do towards strengthening general prices. It is 
a recognized fact that the wheat crop of the northwest 
will be much better than was expected earlier in the 
season. This means that a greater amount of lumber 
will be consumed, and that business conditions must 
necessarily brighten. 

Aside from these statistics on the lumber situation in 
the northwest, a number of other matters will bg pre- 
sented to the meeting for its consideration. The re- 
ports of the officers and committees covering the work 
of the past six months will he presented and acted upon 
as well as any other routine matters which the associa- 
tion may be called upon to consider. 


Log Situation Improves. 


Heavy rains in the northern and central parts of the 
state have resulted in a remarkable rise in the Mis- 
sissippi river during the past forty-eight hours. Ad- 
vices from St. Cloud this evening state that the rise at 
that point amounts to fourteen inches and the river is 
still rising. Coming at this time this rise will prove of 
great benefit to all lumber interests on the upper river, 
and especially those at Minneapolis. The boom com- 
pany will be enabled to get its logs down, and it now 
looks as if the saw mills could continue operations this 
month with very little interruption. The present sup- 
ply of logs at Minneapolis is comparatively light. How- 
ever, these heavy rains have enabled the boom com- 
pany to make rapid progress and the second big drive iS 
expected to reach the sorting gap above Minneapolis 
the middle of the week. More rapid progress was made 
in bringing this second drive down than was expected. 
The logs were in the center of the river, and although 
they were stranded, a rise of only a few inches released 
them. ‘Today all the Minneapolis mills are in opera- 
tion, although they are running on reduced time. It is 
expected that they will continue on shorter hours until 
this supply of logs is available, when they will again be 
put on full time. 

It is believed that very little difficulty will be ex- 
perienced in obtaining logs the remainder of the season. 
The upper drive, which contains about 150,000,000 feet, 
is at Willow river, twenty miles above Aitkin. The 
Northern Boom Company expects to get this drive at 
Brainerd by August 26, where it will be taken by the 
Mississippi & Rum River Boom Company and brought 
down as speedily as possible. If the log supply now here 
and in the river above the sorting gap lasts until the 
upper drive reaches Minneapolis, there will be no further 
difficulty. 


liinor Mention. 


A. Hollister, of the Hollister Lumber Company, Man- 
chester, Ia., was in Minneapolis this week renewing 
acquaintance with local lumbermen. Mr. Hollister re- 
ports the trade outlook for his seetion excellent, and 
that his company expects to do a large fall business. 

Joe Scanlon, of the Scanlon-Gipson Lumber Company, 
in company with his family, is at present at Cass lake, 


where they will spend several weeks in the enjoyment of 
the fresh air and beautiful scenery of tliat section. 

rank Pardoe, traveling representative of the Curtis 
& Yale Company, at Wausau, Wis., is in Minneapolis 
visiting old friends. 

J. E. Glass, of the Glass-Sawyer Lumber Company, is 
at Park Rapids, Minn., where he is looking over the 
logging situation. 

C. H. Ross, secretary of the H. W. Ross Lumber Com- 
pany, has gone to Montana for an outing of several 
weeks. He will spend much of his time in the moun- 
tains in the enjoyment of hunting and the piscatory 
sport. 

o KE. Glover, of the Amery Lumber Company, Amery, 
Wis., passed through Minneapolis this week on his re- 
turn trip from Idaho, where he has been for the past few 
weeks, 

The following country dealers called upon the trade 
at Minneapolis this week: Mr. Christenson and Mr. 
Sommerville, Christenson & Sommerville, Sleepy Eye, 
Minn.; Alvin Robertson, Robertson Litmber Company, 
Grafton, N. D.; Mack Alexander, Wisconsin Lumber 
Company, Owatonna, Minn.; Mr. Depew, Holloway, 
Minn.; 8. H. Tofthagen, Dawson Lumber Company, Daw- 
son, Minn.; C, E. McGowan, Wolmot, 8. D. 

The Chicago Lumber & Coal Company reports that the 
new yard, which has recently been started at Pullman 
avenue, St. Paul Park, is now completely stocked with 
a large assortment of cedar posts and poles. 

A smalj fire in the sheds of the C. A. Smith Lumber 
Company last week caused a loss of about $800. A 
prompt use of the automatic sprinklers in the plant 
confined the flames to the sheds. 

The headquarters of the 8. C. Lee Lumber Company, 
formerly at Minneapolis, have been removed to the Ob- 
servatory building at Des Moines, Ia. It was found 
to be unsatisfactory to have the headquarters so far 
removed from the scene of active operations, and since 
H. L. Jenkins, of Minneapolis, has sold his interest to 
Mr. Lee, it was thought advisable to rem#ve the head 
offices. 

It is reported that the Crookston and St. Hilaire lum- 
her companies are constructing a dam at the rapids 
near Thief River falls in the Red Lake river. Through 
the construction of such a dam, logging operations will 
be greatly facilitated and it will be much easier to raft 
logs during low water. 

Karl DeLaittre, son of John DeLaittre, of the Bovey- 
DeLaittre Lumber Company, has x¢cently returned from 
a trip of several months in Europe. 

¥. J. Steinmetz, of Park Rapids, Minn., was in Minne- 
apolis recently. He is a prominent logger in that sec- 
tion of the state, and was in Minneapolis on business 
connected with his logging interests. 

©. J. Winton, of the Knox Lumber Company, Winton, 
Minn., was in Minneapolis last week on business. He 
reports the mills in his section of the state closed down 
on account of a searcity of logs. 





AT THE HEAD OF THE LAKES. 


Dututnu, MINN., Aug. 8.—Lumber shipments have 
been fair of late, with a total of 33,000,000 feet last 
month, and are continuing about at that ratio now. 
For the season they have been, out of all Lake Superior 
ports, 368,069,000 feet, as compared with 420,000,000 
feet for the same period Jast yeay. This is a less falling 
off than had been looked for, under all the circumstances. 
There is no apparent change in rates for eastern de- 
livery. 

The traffic of Lake Superior for July is showing up 
tremendously, with a total of 4,101,765 tons, which is 
less than the highest preceding month, June last, by 
but 6,000 tons. Lumber and forest products formed but 
about 500,000 tons of this total, the great item being 
iron ore. The total business of the lake for this year to 
date is about 2,270,000 tons more than for 1899 to the 
same period, which would indicate a year’s business of 
from 24,000,000 to 25,000,000 tons. 

So far as reports have come out there have been no 
sales of lumber in a large way this week and manufac- 
turers are waiting, as usual. ‘They have made con- 
cessions on what sales have been reported of late, though 
in some cases these have been more apparent than real. 
One big sale, as to which it has been reported that con- 
siderable concession was given, is stated to have been of 
such a grade that the price is very satisfactory. 

There is no change in the operation of the mills around 
the Duluth-Superior harbor. Many of them are piling 
up large stocks and are finding themselves somewhat 
pressed for dock room. Some are beginning to pile lum- 
ber on land, their dock room being so fully taken up. 

A small mill is to be built on Embarrass lake, near 
Biwabik, to saw a lot of some 800,000 feet of norway and 
white pine put in there last winter, and intended to be 
sold to the Cloquet companies. The product of this 
mill will find a ready sale at the mines in its imme- 
diate neighborhood, if cut properly for them, and will 
not enter the general market. The consumption by 
these mines is very large, far more than is generally 
supposed. 

There have been heavy and continuous rains the past 
few days, enough to materially raise the streams, and 
the prospects of getting down hung-up “logs is better 


than for some time. The rains, while heavy here, were 
not of any importance on the upper Mississippi, nor in 
the iron mining regions. It is hoped they have raised 
the streams east of Ely sufficiently to permit logs to 
get to the mill of the Knox Lumber Company there. 

The St. Croix Lumber Company, that is to erect a 
mill at Ely, will have two bands in the plant, and will 
stock it with about 15,000,000 feet for next year. The 
timber owned by the company is mostly in town 60, 
ranges 8, 9, 10 and 11, and the drive will be via Stony 
brook, a distance of from twenty to forty miles. The 
stream is small and will need some expensive improve- 
ment. None of the stock made at this new mill is likely 
to come into competition for the eastern market. 

The Burlington Lumber Company and D. H. Free- 
man & Sons are at work with a large force constructing 
a siding and landing on the Mississippi at Cass lake. 
They will haul out 9,000,000 feet of logs there and have 
them carried by rail to a point near the mouth of the 
Prairie, where the logs will be once more dumped into 
the Mississippi and driven to the mills of the Burlington 
company. The rail haul is about sixty miles and the 
time saved is, at present stage of water, almost incal- 
culable. 

The Duluth log salvage company will let a contract 
at once for beaching and picking up logs from Cran- 
berry river on the south shore of Lake Superior to Silver 
creek on the north shore. This contract is let every 
year, and the result is the saving at minimum cost of 
a lot of logs. G. A. Potter is secretary of the associa- 
tion, which includes all logging lumbermen along the 
lake who are in this district. 

Wages in the woods will be decidedly lower this sea- 
son than Jast. The question of pay has just come to the 
front by the action of Alger, Smith & Co., who an- 
nounced a few days ago that they would reduce wages 
from to $2 to $4 a month. As a result 170 men quit, 
which was a matter of no importance, for plenty more 
are to be had. The pay of the coming season will 
scarcely reach a higher point than from $22 to $26, net, 
though a higher rate will be paid and a deduction made 
for board. This latter has been agreed upon at a re- 
cent meeting of lumbermen, who were robbed last winter 
in the way of free board for men who would not work. 
The lumbermen will try to deduct a part of the pay 
from those men who do not keep their agreements as to 
length of service; and the practice of giving free fares 
to the camps will be stopped. All in all, conditions will 
be somewhat different from a year ago. It looks, too, 
as though there would be comparatively few men in the 
woods the coming winter, on account of the great per- 
centage of logs held over. The harvest fields are taking 
but few men and the labor market is dull and weak. 

The city of Duluth is building enough wood sidewalk 
to consume about 1,250,000 feet of lumber. A consider- 
able amount of concrete walk is also being laid. 

The county board has increased the assessment on 
timber over two years ago about $800,000. A consid- 
erable part of this is on lands that were not then on 
the rolls, and the increase that was proposed for stand- 
ing timber, putting it at $2.50 a thousand, was aban- 
doned. 

Lumber shipments to date this month (six days) are 
as follows: 





Stmr. Rhoda Emily, Cleveland.......... 475,000 
Schr. Oneonta, ‘Tonawanda............. 600,000 
BCP. MERINO, TOKO .0 sos cccccscccceses 290,000 
Schr. Nellie Mason, Sandusky.......... 750,000 
Schr. Donaidson, Bualo.........cccccoss 550,000 
Stmr. 8. S. Wilhelm, Tonawanda........ 800,000 
Schr. Sam Flint, Toledo......... cose 600,000 
Stmr. Majestic, Collingwood, Ont ere 30,000 
Stmr. A, A. Turner, Buffalo... . cocee ©6000 
Btmr. H. B. Tuttle, Buffalo... ......060- 625,000 
Stmr: OeCeOls, CHICKEO..... 2.0 cccicenes 375,000 
Schr. Buckeye State, Cleveland......... 700,000 
Schr. Commodore, Cleveland............ 800,000 
stinr. D. B. ene, Cleveland. .....ccces 280,000 
Stmr. FB. H. Strong, Cleveland.......... 950,000 
Stmr. T. D. Stimson, Cleveland......... 550,000 
Schr, Uranus, Cleveland..........cceeee 650,000 
Stmr. BR. i. Bryer, Chicago.........00s00 750,000 
stmr, Kalkaske;, Chigago........... 006 750,000 
Schr. 8: K. Martin, Buffalo... .....scecs 350,000 

i ng a a OR ee Ni 11,275,000 





IN THE WISCONSIN VALLEY, 


MerRILL, Wis., Aug. 7.—The lumber market shows 
some signs of a change; at least dealers are looking for 
a change, although just what it. will be is not positively 
known. A manufacturer who was contemplating issu- 
ing a new list said he looked for a change in the course 
of a couple of weeks, but he could not prophesy just how 
much of a change it would be, Lists issued last Janu- 
ary have held good so far. 

The McCool Land & Log Company, of this city, having 
a contract to bank 30,000,000 fect of pine near Starlake 
for the Jacob Mortenson Lumber Company, of Wausau, 
is cutting at the rate of 2,000,000 feet a month. It has 
now over 15,000,000 feet banked. Jule Thielman, who 
is now the head of the company, states that it has been 
a hard year to operate, owing to the difficulty in keep- 
ing men at work, as jobs were so plenty, but he says it 
is getting a little better now, as the short crop in the 
west does not furnish work for the usual number of 
harvest hands, and they are turning toward the lumber 
camps. 

The Winton Lumber Company, operating at Parrish, 
expects to saw out only about 5,000,000 to 6,000,000 feet 
this season as it could not get help last winter to sufli- 
ciently stock the mill. Its logs run largely to hemlock. 

Hurlbut & Co., who built a new sawmill of 30,000 feet 
capacity at Elm City, are now operating the same with 
a full crew, sawing lumber for the George E, Foster 
Lumber Company, of Merrill. Besides doing custom 
work they ‘have seventeen forties of timberland of their 
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own which they will cut when not otherwise engaged. 

Chet Werden, of Schofield, formerly manager for the 
Illinois & Wisconsin Lumber Company, was in the city 
last Sunday renewing acquaintances among the lumber- 
men. 

A. H. Stange, president of the A. H. Stange Com- 
pany, has purchased real estate for the purpose of erect- 
ing thereon a bank buiiding, which he says will be a 
decidedly modern and up-to-date structure in every par- 
ticular. 

John Landers, of the Gilkey & Anson Company, and 
John Daly, of Daly & O'Day, have been at Thief River 
Falls Minn., the past four weeks, on matters pertaining 
to their interests in the Thief River Falls Lumber Com- 
pany, in which other Merrill men are also interested. 
They report that the exceedingly dry season interfered 
decidedly with the supply of logs, although their com- 
pany had been more successful than many others. 

J. S. Thompson and daughter Berle returned from 

Milwaukee and Chicago the last of the week, where the 
former had been on business for the Anson-Hixon com- 
any. 
' At the reorganization of the Lincoln County Bank 
on Monday evening of this week, A. H. Stange, of the 
A. Hi. Stange Company, was elected president; L. N. 
Anson, of the Gilkey & Anson Company, vice-president, 
and H. H. Foster, of the Merrill Lumber Company, and 
Jule Thielman, of the McCool Land & Log Company, 
were elected directors. 

C. D, Clarke, of the C. D. Clarke Lumber Company, 
has leased the lath mill recently built at Pine river. 

W. A. Scott, of Chicago, formerly one of Merrill’s 
most extensive lumber manufacturers, was in the city 
the past week on business. 

The Hafferman mill at Corning has started sawing the 
logs purchased for the George KE. Foster Lumber Com- 
pany in that vicinity. 

H. H. Foster, of the Merrill Luinber Company, accom- 
panied by his family, went to Chicago last week, thence 
to Rockford, Ill., and on to Grand Rapids, Mich. Mr. 
Foster returned home, but the family joined a camping 
party of relatives and will spend the month of August 
in camp. 

Ferdinand Oldhoff, who has been sawing several hun- 
dred thousand feet of logs for Morgan & Pattinson, in 
the town of Scott, has completed the contract and shut 
down the mill. Messrs. Morgan & Pattinson are manu- 
facturing a larger quantity of wagon stock than ever 
and find a ready market. 

The A. H. Stange Company, of thts city, has shut 
down its saw mill for the purpose of installing a new 
Allis telescopic band. This mill was purchased of the 
Ek. P. Allis Company, of Milwaukee, and will be the 
first one to be operated in the Wisconsin valley. The 
desirable feature of this mill is that it cuts both ways, 
thus increasing the capacity of that side of the mill. It 
will be ready for business in about ten cays. 

Emil Thomas is getting out the timbers for his new 
saw mill at Trout City, the new town started by him on 
Prairie river this summer. The mill will be an Allis 
band, with a capacity of about 35,000 feet a day. He 
will build a dam for the purpose of backing water for a 
pond, and the logs for the mill will be floated down to 
the pond. He expects to have the mill completed about 
October 1. 





THE ASHLAND FiRE. 





Total Loss of 50,000,000 Feet of Lumber—The Mills 
Are Saved Statement of Insurance. 


ASULAND, Wis., Aug. 6.—It is estimated that tne 
loss occasioned by the fierce conflagration that swept 
away the lumber docks in the west end of Ashland 
last Saturday aggregated $1,000,000. The property 
destroyed includes about 20,000,000 feet of lumber on 
the Barker & Stewart docks and 30,000,000 feet on the 
Keystone Lumber Company’s docks. 

The fire started in the east dock of Barker & Stewart’s 
mill, in lumber owned by W. H. Gilbert, of Ashland. 
Being directly in the path of the wind leading from 
the refuse burner, it is supposed a spark from the 
burner set fire to the dry lumber piles. 

The fire soon gained headway and leaped over to the 
Keystone docks, and big fires started simultaneously 
on the east and west Keystone tramways. Heroic efforts 
were made to save the mills. Four hundred pounds of 
dynamite were used in blowing up the lumber and sev- 
eral hundred men worked like beavers throwing the 
lumber piles into the bay. Fortunately the wind was 
off shore, which alone made it possible to check the 
fire’s course and save the mills. It was impossible for 
the firemen to get near enough to the fire to throw 
water upon it, because of the intense heat. All they 
could do was to fight it away from the mill, by keeping 
the intervening space soaked with a dozen streams of 
water. The city’s system of waterworks does not reach 
the mills, but the fire companies responded to the 
alarm and coupled their hose onto the engines in the 
mills. It was a severe test on each mill’s fire protec- 
tion, but which proved to be ample. 

At one time, 7 o’clock in the evening, after the fire 
was thought to be under control, and people were 
congratulating themselves on the saving of the mills, 
the wind shifted square around and fanned the flames 
beyond control. Smoke and sparks flew into the mills 
and the whole city lying just to the rear. In Barker 
& Stewart’s mill alone hundreds of small fires were 
extinguished by the bucket brigade in less than two 
hours’ time. The Keystone mill was almost surrounded, 
and the fight made there was a desperate one. At a time 
when hope was despaired of, a heavy rain storm poured 
down in torrents and aided the firemen to regain control 
of the flames. 


All the lumber at the Barker & Stewart mill was 
burned. This included about 18,000,000 feet belonging 
to the Edward Hines Lumber Company and 2,000,000 
feet belonging to W. H. Gilbert. ‘The lumber on the 
Keystone dock was all controlled by the Hines company, 
but it did not become theirs until aboard the boat for 
shipping, and the insurance on the lumber was carried 
by the Keystone Lumber Company. 

The Hines company’s insurance on the lumber at 
Barker & Stewart’s mill was $211,500, divided between 
forty-three companies. 

The total insurance on the stock owned by the Key- 
stone Lumber Company was $134,000, divided between 
fifty-four companies. 

W. H. Gilbert’s insurance was $32,500, divided between 
thirteen companies, 

Barker & Stewart had insurance of $5,000 on their 
tramways. 

A large force of men was put to work Monday clear- 
ing up and rebuilding the burned docks and tramways. 
Both mills will be running as usual before the end of 
this week. All but two of the docks burned were filled, 
and these will be filled before new tramways are erected. 





CHEQUAMEGON BAY SHIPMENTS. 


ASHLAND, WiIs., Aug. 7.—Lumber - shipments from 
Chequamegon bay for the week ending August 7 are as 
follows: 

Sch. L. M. Drake, W. H. Gilbert to Wells & French 





COMMER, COICO 66h 6ndies se cerivtetenaanned 600,000 
Str. H. A. Root, J. H. Madden to the Marshall 
Wells Hardware Company, Duluth ........... 200,000 
Sch. Nirvana, Percy M. Shaw to Sawyer Lumber 
Company, N. TOMAWANGR © .6.6 6s ccecsvcsccuces 825,000 
Sch. Nelson Blume, Consigned to Fisher & Wilson, 
CONEY ik Sa a hons 4 ene anad ed eae eee Ke 700,000 
Sch. Homer, Consigned to Fisher & Wilson, Cleve- 
WL Wath ddcntcacas ee bee eae eK ee ade epee eee 600,000 
TGR TOR WON 5 5 eter ewediccasd dekeces ee 


A singular thing to note in the above list is in the 
second item, Ashland shipping lumber to a lumber port, 
Duluth. 

A survey of the lumber situation in Ashland, surpris- 
ing as it may seem after the big fire, shows much better 
prospects for manufacturers and buyers. The effect has 
been to start out buyers from eastern points to Ashland, 
and buyers from four different firms, two from Chicago 
and two from eastern points, are in the city this week 
with a view to buying. 

The fire has stiffened the market prices, so that what- 
ever idea might have been in the minds of buyers, and 
sellers formerly, as to a decrease in the prices of lum- 
ber, the situation is now changed and the lumber on 
hand will go very fast at present prices. There have 
been more inquiries for stock the last few days than 
have been received during the two months previous. 

The cut of the Barker & Stewart and Keystone mills 
is practically curtailed, with the exception of special 
bills, as their product for the rest of the season will be 
too green for shipping purposes. This, with the Ash- 
land Lumber Company and Mowatt mills both shut 
down for want of dock room, makes four out of eight 
mills in Ashland that will not be able to furnish any 
more lumber for shipping this season. 

One firm in Ashland is figuring on a sale of between 
4,000,000 and 5,000,000 feet to western parties, ship- 
ment to commence as soon as the sale is consummated. 
This sale, in connection with what the fire burned, will 
take from the Chequamegon bay market probably 75 
percent of the unsold stock in shipping condition. 





THE MENOMINEE RIVER DISTRICT. 


MARINETTE, WIs., Aug. 9.—No sales have been re- 
ported this week on the Menominee, though the mar- 
ket is picking up and several deals are said to be pend- 
ing. Mr. Pridmore, the local representative of the Ed- 
ward Hines Lumber Company, received a telegram after 
the Ashland fire instructing him to dispose of no more of 
the Hines stock here until he received instructions. 
This telegram virtually took its lumber out ot the sal- 
able stock in the Menominee market. 

The main river drive is now at Holmes landing and 
on account of low water the progress is slow. There are 
two big jams in the river, one at Grand Rapids, where 
25,000,000 feet of logs block the stream, and the other 
at Twin islands, where the stream for a mile and a half 
is filled with logs. The mills are all operating full 
force and as yet there has been no shortage of logs. 

Fred Carney and Henry Swart, two Marinette lum- 
bermen, are in the west making purchases of timber. 

Raber & Watson, of Menominee, made a record in the 
cedar shipping line during July. They sent out during 
that month 279 carloads of stock from their Menom- 
inee yard. 

W. W. McQueen, of McIntyre & McQueen, wholesale 
cedar dealers at Detroit, Mich., was here this week. He 
stated that his concern recently closed a deal for 37,000 
acres of timber land on the Escanaba river. It was 
bought of the Paine Lumber Company, Oshkosh, Wis., 
and several camps will be operated on it this winter. 





THE BLACK RIVER DISTRICT. 


La Crosse, Wis., Aug. 7.—We have had warm 
weather for a week past and no rain. The rivers are 
fast receding in consequence. On Black river the drive 
is over, with an output of 8,000,000 feet this time. This 
will help the mills some. Still about the only mill that 
will be running after this week will be that of the C. H. 
Nichols Lumber Company. It has logs enough now on 
hand to last a couple of months. The other mills will 
soon have to close down, as the upper river drives are 
also hung up. These summer rises are of little benefit; 


they come and go so quickly that it is almost impos- 
sible to get in logs before the water is gone. Trade is 
quiet. 

Haskell Withee, accompanied by his wife, mother and 
brother, left for Portland, Ore., on Sunday last, to be 
absent a month or so. He has large timber interests on 
the coast. 

A, O. Black, the Dallas, Ill., lumberman, was in the 
city one day last week looking over the lumber market. 

&. L. Colman left for Omena, Mich., on Saturday 
evening last. His family has been spending the summer 
there. They will accompany him home the last of this 
month. 

W. A. Sutor has purchased the residence of the late 
W. E. Sawyer in this city. He will remodel it somewhat 
and will move into it with his family this fall. 

The C. H. Nichols Lumber Company sold during the 
past week to the Lafe Lamb Lumber Company of this 
city 500,000 feet of No. 1 and No. 2 boards. 

The boom at Onalska, Wis., is cleaning up a few logs 
that have come in recently, probably 3,000,000 feet. 





PICKED UP AT WAUSAU. 


Wausau, Wis., Aug. 7.—The news of the death of 
Wilbur Kk. James, who for several years was in the em- 
ploy of the Jacob Mortenson Lumber Company, of this 
city, at Monroe, where he had been conducting a lumber 
yard of his own, was received in this city with pangs of 
regret. He was one of the most worthy of young men, 
and sorrow over his loss is felt by all who knew him. 

C. B. Pride, of Appleton, the builder of the Wausau 
Paper Mills, has completed an excellent profile map of 
all the water powers of the Wisconsin river, showing 
each power, together with all the figures as to fall, horse 
power developed or possible of development, and much 
other general and technical information. 

About 2,000,000 feet of logs a month are now being 
cut and railed to the Jacob Montenson Lumber Company, 
of this city. The McCool Land & Log Company has a 
contract to cut 30,000,000 feet for the above named 
firm, of which amount it has gotten out about 20,000,- 
000 feet. 

Friends here are rejoiced to hear that the saw mill of 
Barker & Stewart was saved from the late tornado of 
fire at Ashland. 

Walter Alexander, the old and reliable disseminator 
of lumber and log lore, is out of the city on a business 
and social visit. 


EASTERN MICHIGAN TRADE, 


Bay City AND SaGinaw, Micu., Aug. 7.—Eastern 
Michigan has been sweltering four days under the hot- 
test kind of a hot August sun and lumbermen who are 
in this neck of woods are trying to keep cool and are 
letting business take care of itself. This is the warmest 
wave of the season thus far. Things are also getting 
dry along the lake and fierce fires in Iosco county are 
doing some damage. There is very little regarding the 
lumber industry that is entertaining. The recent sales 
reported at the head of the lakes have been felt here 
and a more hopeful tone to the situation is noted. The 
matter of prices remains as last week, those having 
white pine holding it firmly, while there has been ro 
more drop in hemlock. So many manufacturers and 
dealers are away that there is not much that can be 
said except in a general way. 

Lumber freights are looking up. A vessel man having 
a fleet engaged in the lumber carrying trade said today 
the situation at this time for vessel mer is better than 
it was a year ago, and he expects a good business 
and higher freight rates this fall. He ‘has a 
tow bringing down 2,000,000 feet from Lake Superior 
consigned to Saginaw and Bay City firms. The rate 
from Ashland to the Saginaw river is $2.25. Receipts 
by lake will be large this fall, some 50,000,000 feet or 
more being contracted for delivery here before naviga- 
tion closes. It is about equally divided between Lake 
Superior and Canada. 

Reports from the Georgian bay district are that the 
mills are piling up boards, but many sales have been 
effected and the feeling there is strong. At Colling- 
wood, J. & T. Charlton’s mill will begin cutting August 
15, and there are about 11,000,000 feet of logs to be 
manufactured there, about one-half owned by the Charl- 
tons and the remainder divided between the Toner & 
Gregory and D. G. Cooper mills. The latter are cutting 
for Playfair, White & Co., under contract, and have 
already manufactured about 4,000,000 feet. At Midland 
the mills are running steadily, a good portion of the 
output having been contracted for early in the season. 
The Moulthrop Lumber Company’s mill at Johns Island, 
the Fisher mill at Blind River, and the McArthur mill 
at Little Current are all running steadily. The Spanish 
River Lumber Company’s mill at Spanish River will be 
busy during the entire season, the cut of the mill hav- 
ing been sold early in the season. Logs are coming 
along slowly. 

Several years ago John C. Brown, of Saginaw, one 
of the most extensive and best known logging contract- 
ors in eastern Michigan, went to Williams, Ariz., where 
he assumed the management of the lumbering opera- 
tions of the Saginaw Lumber Company, later merged 
into the Saginaw & Manistee Lumber Company. He 
has now disposed of his interest in the concern and has 
left Williams. 

The drive on the north branch of Thunder Bay river 
is hung up. There is a solid jam of logs for a distance 
of fifteen miles and not all of the timber has been 
rolled into the stream. The outlook for these logs get- 
ting down before the fall rains set in is not rainbow- 
hued. 

Mitts & Merrill, of Saginaw, consume a good quan- 
tity of timber in the manufacture of agricultural im- 
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plements and are shipping their products abroad. They 
will be forced to expand their factory, as they need 
more room. ‘The concern has been busy the entire sea- 
son. 

H. M. Campbell has gone to Blind river to take charge 
of the Fisher saw mill operated by the Michigan Lum- 
ber Company and which is cutting logs on contract for 
the Central Lumber Company. It was expected these 
logs would come across the lake, but the prohibitive 
act of Ontario prevented and they are being manufac- 
tured over there. 

The Campbell-Brown Lumber Company’s mill here is 
running a day and a quarter time now. Mr. Brown, 
the heavy stockholder in this concern, is having 2,000,- 
000 feet of logs manufactured at Caseville, and has 
been appointed chief engineer of the Duluth & Kansas 
City railroad, a new line in process of construction. 

Labor is scarce for woods and saw mill work. John 
Kasemeyer, who went to Munising to run the saw mill 
of the Northwestern Cooperage Company, has shut down 
the mill and returned to Bay City. He says he experi- 
enced great difficulty in getting men to run the mill. 
He paid $2 a day, but could not get men at that figure 
to operate the plant, and the logs were let to another 
plant to saw under contract, and the Northwestern 
plant shut down. Men are being sought in this valley 
for work all over the country. 

The McKinnon Manufacturing Company has been 
shipping machinery to Syracuse, N. Y. This concern 
has been busy all the season. 

Wickes Bros. are not having a dull day this season. 
They are working a full force and have six months busi- 
ness booked ahead, including the miscellanecus orders 
that come in right along. ‘They are manufacturing a 
large number of boilers, besides saw mill machinery. 
They have a very extensive warehouse at Pittsburg, 
having a large trade in that part of the country. They 
are running a full force of men. 

E, C. Hargrave has returned from a business trip 
east. 

Chris. Yockey has three crews engaged in getting out 
sunken logs in the Au Sable river. He is fitting up a 
pile driver, formerly used by the Loud company, with 
blocks and other machinery to facilitate getting out 
the sunken logs. It has been estimated that there are 
100,000,000 feet of sunken logs in Au Sable river, and 
the raising of them is developing into a profitable indus- 
try. There are millions and millions of sunken logs in 
the Tittabawassee river and its tributaries and these 
will give work to someone in the future. 

The Hull & Ely saw and shingle mill at Au Sable is 
being operated day and night and is doing a good 
business. ‘The Loud company is running its mills full 
time, 

The Cheboygan River Boom Company has 14,000,000 
feet of logs yet to raft and deliver to the mills there. 
Cheboygan saw mills are all in operation and the Pack 
mill at Alpena, which has been idle some time, resumed 
operations last week. 

C. C. Barker is running his mill fifteen hours a day 
now and has enough logs in sight to keep it humming 
the remainder of the season. 

E. R. Phinney, formerly in the lumber business at 
Saginaw, but now running a yard at Cleveland, writes: 
“The lumber business is more quiet than last year, 
but my business is much larger, as I have many more 
customers, hence my business is expanding. Prices are 
getting down to a point where people will buy lumber 
and prepare to build another season.” 

It it stated that C, H. Worcester, of Koss., Mich., will 
not rebuild the cedar saw mill at Fisher, recently de- 
stroye dby fire, but will hire his sawing done by local 
mills. 





UPPER PENINSULA NOTES. 


CrystaL Fats, Micn., August 6.—The drives in the 
tributaries of the Menominee and in the Ontonagon are 
again on the move after being held up nearly two months 
on account of dry weather. The Brule drive was finished 
on time, but several million feet that were put into the 
smaller tributaries of this stream were left behind and 
no attempt to bring them out will be made until next 
year. The Paint drive is well on its way but the amount 
is small, about 10,000,000 feet, principally small logs 
and windfalls. The Ontonagon drive will be at the load- 
ing grounds this week. The logs from this river will 
all be railed to Menominee and Green Bay. 

Hood & Mahoney, formerly of Elmira, Mich., have 
bought a large tract of hardwood land in Iron county 
and erected a mili on the Brule river about twelve miles 
from Crystal Falls, They have platted a town which 
they have named “Pentoga” and intend going into the 
manufacture of staves, heading and maple tiooring on 
a large scale. Their mill was started last week on 
rough lumber for local consumption. 

Large blocks of hardwood land in the upper peninsula 
have been placed during the past year with lumber firms 
who intend to start immediately into manufacturing in 
this country and so brisk has been the movement that 
speculation in hardwood lands is at high water mark and 
lands are now held at figures that are almost prohibitive. 

The Sawyer-Goodman Company has been a large pur- 
chaser of hardwood stumpage during the past year and 
it is semi-officially given out that beginning next winter 
it will rail its logs to Menominee. This company has 
been experimenting with driving its hardwood logs but 
the distance is so great that the loss from sinking is very 
heavy and it prefers to pay freight. It holds some 
of the choicest lands in the western part of the pen- 
insula, 

Holmes & Son are making the usual yearly exten- 
sion of their logging road. To a Lumberman representa- 


tive a member of this firm stated that they had figured 
upon but another year’s work, the timber which they 
have been putting in for the Kirby-Carpenter Company 
having been about exhausted, but a good sized contract 
has been secured with the N. Ludington Company that 
will keep the road in operation for a couple of years 
more, 





MEETING OF NORTHWESTERN HEFILOCK 
ASSOCIATION, 


The Northwestern Hemlock Manufacturers’ Associa- 
tion held a called meeting at the Plankinton Hotel, Mil- 
waukee, Wis., on Tuesday, August 7. A general invita- 
tion to attend this meeting had been sent to all hem- 
lock manufacturers in Wisconsin and northern Michi- 
gan, resulting in bringing out an attendance of a large 
number who were not members of the association. 
According to the secretary’s report there were present 
representatives of about 85 percent of the hemlock out- 
put in the territory named, the list tncluding the fol- 
lowing: 

W. H. Bradbury, N. B. Holway estate, La Crosse, Wis. 

W. W. Gamble, Wausau Lumber Co., Wausau, Wis. 

T. A, Tack, R. Connor Co., Marshfield, Wis. 
™ — Iarrish, Grand Rapids Lumber Co., Grand Rapids, 

jis. 

S. H. Smart, Grand Rapids Lumber Co., Grand Rapids, 
Wis. 

W. A. Holt, Holt Lumber Co., Oconto, Wis. 

J. T. Barber, North Western Lumber Co., Eau Claire, Wis. 

I’. W. Shepard, Rousseau & Shepard Co., Chelsea, Wis. 

Chris VP. Ellingson, Ellingson Lumber Co., Stetsonville, 
Wis. 

F. P. Stone, Mortenson & Stone and Jacob Mortenson Lum- 
ber Co., Wausau, Wis. 

I. J. Lang, Wisconsin Land & Lumber Co., Hermansville, 
Mich. 

G. A. Kreutzer, Athens Manufacturing Co., Athens, Wis. 

B. Heinemann, George BE. Foster Lumber Co., Merrill, Wis. 

James Roper, Ira Carley, Ingalls, Mich. 

Kugene Shaw, Daniel Shaw Lumber Co., Eau Claire, Wis. 

S. M. Quaw, Quaw Lumber Co., Wausau, Wis. 

A. R. Week, John Week Lumber Co., Stevens Point, Wis. 

Lee W. Gibson, Medford Manufacturing Co., Medford, Wis. 

M. J. Peck, Gurney Land & Lumber Co., Gurney, Wis. 

Cc. 8. Curtis, Curtis & Yale Co., Wausau, Wis. 

M. J. Stern, Flour City Lumber Co., Minneapolis, Minn. 

D. A. Kennedy, J. J. Kennedy Lumber Co., Rib Lake, Wis. 

W. T. McGuire, Reitbrock & Halsey, Athens, Wis. 

IF. E. Worden, Oshkosh, Wis. 

J. H. Reiser, Werheim Manufacturing Co., Wausau, Wis. 

Cc. H. Werden, Brooks & Ross Lumber Co., Schofield, Wis. 

¥. L. Tibbits, Wilbur Lumber Co., Milwaukee, Wis. 

James Lillie, Lillie Lumber Co., Talbot, Mich. 

B. F. McMillan, B. lf. McMillan & Bro., McMillan, Wis. 

John Coerper, Dennison, Jackson & Co., Hartford, Wis. 

Ira Carley, Ingalls, Mich. 

James O'Callaghan, O’C. Lumber Co., Vulcan, Mich. 

Wm. L, Erbach, Reitbrock & Halsey, Athens, Wis. 

Ki. J. Foster, N. C. Foster Lumber Co., Fairchild, Wis. 

KF. Reitbrock, Milwaukee, Wis. 

A. L. Annes, Curtis & Yale Co., Milwaukee, Wis. 

W. BH. Brown, Brown Bros. Lumber Co., Rhinelander, Wis. 

Nathan Paine, Paine Lumber Co., Oshkosh, Wis. 

Cc. W. Croty, Croty & Hart, Tomah, Wis. 

K. D. Johnson, Madison, Wis. 

A. La Berge, Stetsonville, Wis. 

I’. M. Hart, C. A. Goodyear, Tomah, Wis. 

Robert Blackburn, Milwaukee, Wis. 

W. F.. Kellogg, Centralia Lumber Co., Centralia, Wis. 

Ben Davis, John R, Davis Lumber Co., Phillips, Wis. 

Frank Snell, Heidrich & Matson Lumber Co., Milwaukee, 


is. 

8. W. Hollister, Hollister Lumber Co., Oshkosh, Wis. 

Frank A. Blecha, Big Rib Lumber Co., Athens, Wis. 

I. Kk. Ingle, Coats, Ingle & Co., Shantytown, Wis. 

A. B. Carson, Alexander Stewart Lumber Co., Wausau, Wis. 
ee W. Mason, Brown Bros. Lumber Co., Rhinelander, 

Harry Garbutt, Daniel Shaw Lumber Co., Janesville, Wis. 

¥. P. Bolles, W. E. Bolles & Co., Coleman, Wis. 

The meeting was called to order at 10 a. m., with 
President J. T. Barber in the chair and Secretary F. W. 
Shepard supporting him. In his opening remarks the 
president reviewed the condition of the hemlock mar- 
ket and dwelt upon the work which the association 
should accomplish. The meeting then resolved itself into 
an informal discussion of prices and trade conditions. 
Some of those present claimed to have been maintain- 
ing the association list, but those who did so had been 
practically without orders for two weeks. The trend 
of the discussion was in favor of a new price list on a 
$10 basis, though some of the speakers favored $9.50 
and one or two advocated a $9 list, claiming it would 
be best to get prices down to a point where cutting 
would be practically an impossibility. 

The morning session resulted in no definite action 
being taken, though the general sentiment was strongly 
in favor of the adoption of a list which all could main- 
tain and which would be low enough to give retailers 
confidence in the stability of the market. 

The noon hour having arrived, adjournment was taken 
until 2 p. m. 


Afternoon Session. 


When the afternoon session had convened the presi- 
dent called for a report on the log supply for 1900. This 
report showed that those present represented a log 
supply of 288,000,000 feet, while stocks reported of 
other concerns not represented amounted to 54,000,000 
feet. Of this total it was stated that about 25,500,000 
feet was hung up. 

Following this report the discussion of prices was 
again taken up and the matter was considered in rela- 
tion to prices now in effect in Michigan and in territory 
west of the Mississippi river. A propostion was made 
to put out a list on a $9.50 basis, and this was followed 
by others favoring $9.75 and $10. Several members 
thought because of the large quantity of white pine 
logs hung up the hemlock trade would be good this fall, 
and there was strong opposition on the part of many to 
any list lower than $10. The sentiment finally crystal- 
lized in a motion to instruct the price list committee 
to issue a Mst based on $9.75 for snort lengths on a 
Wausau, Wis., rate of freight. This was carried unani- 


mously and the price list committee reported the follow- 
ing list. 
Official Price List 
Of the Northwestern Hemlock Manufacturers’ Association. Revised 
August 7, 1900. Effective August 7,190 Association grades 
to govern. Prices f. 0. b. Wausau (Wis.) freight rate. 
No. 1 Piece Stuff SiS and E. 


8ft. 101it. 12&14ft. 16 ft. 18 ft. ft. Wt. 24 ft. 
SEE once cece $825$1175 $975 $975 $1225 $1225 $1275 $1275 
SES once eves 82% 975 975 975 1125 1175 1275 12% 
ee 825 1025 9% 975 1175 11% 1225 1225 
yee 825 975 975 97 1125 1175 1275 1275 
SEIS ...00 000 925 1075 1075 1075 11% 1275 1325 1325 


No. 2 @ $2 per M less. 
No. 1 Hemlock Rough. 


RE ccccccens De Bae 1050 1150 1150 1250 1250 
een 200 11 00 1100 1200 1200 1300 1800 
iene sacess0ns 12 50 11 50 1150 1200 1250 1350 1400 
4x4 to 8x8....... 1150 10 50 1050 1150 1150 1250 1300 
Boards. 
No. 1 12-inch boards, 10 ft. and longer, sls................. 000005 $12 50 
No.1 6, 8 and 10-inch boards, 10 ft. and longer, sls............. 1150 
No. 2 boards, 4-inch and up 8 to 16 ft, S1S........ceeeeeeeeee eee 9 50 
Cull boards, 4-inch and up 8 to 16 ft., SI1S........ 0... eevee cece 6 50 
RE OS AS Rr orenrrrer ray 
Py IN 2 WE a scones tiene ks cand denwnneccnseepense 10 50 


Weights for Delivery. 
Timbers and 8 inch plank........... CLECs ASRRDOKECR EET 
SI I HN BIO os crcess nets tance resecvsnevaseeins ed se 
2 inch piece stuff, slsxe . PT Bee 
Boards, rough ........... 












I nnd Daetes asks Cede) thd eka NaS a KOSS Rome cees.se ee bs0E 2,000 ** 
NE iio scr ns sche monkieen césrenusiene since eeeesnes 1,800 ** 

Where stock is quoted sis or sls and e, deduct 50 cents per M if 
wanted rough. 


Where piece stuffis wanted sle only, price tobe the same as sis 
and e with rough weights added for delivery. 
In quoting delivered prices, add to list freight from Wausau, 


From the talk of those present it was evident a strong 
effort will be made to maintain this list, with the prob- 
ability that within thirty or sixty days there may be an 
advance. 

The action of the association will undoubtedly result 
in stopping the demoralization which has prevailed in 
hemlock prices for two or three weeks past. It was 
also agreed tnat in issuing lists in territory west of 
the Mississippi river all quotations be based on the 
Wausau list, with delivery computed on actual rates 
from Wausau, based on association weights. 


NORTHERN NEWS NOTES. 

The old-line insurance companies recently decided not 
to make term rates upon wholesale lumber, finding the 
annual rates none to remunerative. 

The lumber firm of Sartell Bros. at LeSauk, Minn., is 
endeavoring to get a rate on logs from the line of Brain- 
erd & Northern road to its line. 

An effort is being made to have the navigation rules 
of the St. Croix river so modified as to permit log driv- 
ing during August of this year. 

The Mitchell & McClure Logging Company would be 
a much taxed concern if the assessors of Carleton and 
St. Louis counties in Minnesota had their way about it. 
Both counties claim the right to assess the firm’s per- 
sonal property consisting of five-mile logging railway 
and rolling stock. 

E. W. Cundy & Son, of Anoka, Minn., have bought a 
lot of pine and hardwood stumpage in the Mille Lacs 
lake region, and it is stated will build a mill, to be 
operated by the junior Cundy. 


Obituary. 


William Turner. 

William Turner, one of western Pennsylvania’s oldest 
business men, and father of A. M. Turner, president of 
the American Lumber & Manufacturing Company, died 
at his home, 1021 North Lang avenue, Pittsburg, Pa., on 
August 4, aged 72 years. His death was caused by a 
general breakdown, due to old age. Mr. Turner was 
born in Sheffield, England, in 1829, and came to Pitts- 
burg with his mother when he was ten years old. When 
he arrived at manhood he engaged in the wholesale no- 
tion business and was a member of the firm of R. Tur- 
ner & Bros. About twenty-two years ago Mr. Turner 
retired from active business life. He was a member of 
Christ Protestant Episcopal church, Union avenue, Alle- 
gheny, for a number of years. He is survived by his 
widow and two children, Mrs. R. D. Moffatt and A. M. 
Turner. 














James Dougherty. 

James Dougherty, president and manager of the 
Santa Clara Mill & Lumber Company, of Santa Clara, 
Cal., died recently at San Jose, aged fifty-eight, after a 
lingering illness from cancer. He was a veteran of the 
Civil war and leaves an estate valued at half a million 
dollars. He was the last survivor of the three princi- 
pals of the company mentioned. His brother, William 
P., died some six years ago, and James M. Thorpe, sec- 
retary of the company, died in May, 1899. 


Nathaniel J. Brown. 

Nathaniel J. Brown died August 3 in Chicago, aged 
eighty-eight. He was a pioneer lumberman and land 
inspector, locating in Ann Arbor, Mich., at the age of 
twenty-one years. He is said to have been the first man 
to bring a raft of timber from Michigan to Chicago, ‘and 
was a partner of Augustus Garrett, later the founder of 
the Garrett Biblical Institute at Evanston. 


S. O. Church. 

8. O. Church, of the firm of 8. O. Church & Bro., large 
cooperage dealers, of New York city, died suddenly on 
the 4th inst. at Lake Mohawk, N. Y., of apoplexy, Mr. 
Church resided at Orange, N. J., and occupied a high 
position in the trade. 
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IN THE EASTERN FIELD. 





Vacation Time in the New York Trade—A Tinge of Romar.ce—Light Lake Receipts at Buffalo— 
A More Cheering Report from Boston—Firmness at Pitts- 
burg—Notes from Quakerdom. 





THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT. 


New York, August 6.—This appears to be vacation 
time in the lumber trade and there are many of the 
wholesale establishments running short handed today, 
while the responsible heads are away seeking the seclu- 
sion and the rest to be found in shady dells on mossy 
banks, beside purling brooks—as per glowing advertise- 
ments—or, if not after rest so much, they may be found 
exercising latent muscle by buffeting breakers at the 
seashore. 

Meanwhile trade isn’t bad, considering the season of 
the year, and those wholesalers left in town are hope- 
ful. ‘They tell of retailers with low stocks who will be 
compelled before long to replenish, and they are one 
and all positive that a good fall business is almost at 
hand, to be gradually better right along until after 
election is over. 

The summer months are always prolific of romance, 
and here is the latest, with the hero in the prosaic lum- 
ber business. He is George Hugh Thomas, son of Kdwin 
L. Thomas, a wealthy lumber dealer of Yonkers, with 
whom he is in business. Young Mr. Thomas is tall, ath- 
letic and handsome. He is only 23. Late in the spring 
Mr. Thomas took part in a production of the “Mikado” 
for the benefit of the choir of St. Andrew’s Church, at 
the Park Hill Country Club. Cecil Hollins, a well 
known theatrical man, took charge, and Miss Maud Ian- 
ny Hollins, his daughter, a professional opera singer, was 
the Yum Yum. Miss Hollins is 29 years old. ‘The 
couple fell in love, became engaged, and everything had 
been arranged for the marriage to take place yesterday 
by the Rev. James E. Freeman, of St. Andrew’s Church. 

Instead of waiting, however, the couple were married 
on the quiet several days ago by Alderman Rothman, in 
the City Hall of New York. Mr. Thomas’ father was 
greatly surprised, but he took the matter calmly, though 
he couldn’t understand the change in plans. Young Mr. 
Thomas is one of Yonkers’ most popular young men. He 
is identified with several clubs, among them the Pali- 
sade Boat Club. Miss Hollins, the bride, has won sev- 
eral successes on the comic opera stage, in “Jack and the 
Beanstalk,” as Yvette in “The Jolly Musketeer,” with 
Jefferson de Angelis; also in De Wolf Hopper’s “Kl Cap- 
itan” company. 

A sad story comes from New Rochelle, N. Y., of the 


drowning of Henry Fredericks, son of Andrew Freder-, 


icks, in the lumber business in that place. The boy 
could not swim, and companions made an improvised life 
preserver for him, which slid away while they were too 
far off to help. 

The lumber trade of Newtown Creek has had a severe 
lesson in last spring’s destructive fire, and now they have 
a volunteer fire corps that cannot be excelled. Even 
after business hours, so perfect has the system become, 
the employees who live in the neighborhood are always 
on the alert and the fire alarm whistle would bring them 
to the scene in a few minutes. 

The employees of the Louis Bossert concern ‘have 
reached the highest point of perfection under the man- 
agement of Superintendent Louis H. Pflug. He has thor- 
oughly organized the men, and under his direction they 
are put through a drill at least once a week. 

The fire drills occur usually on a Saturday, an hour or 
so before time for closing down. None of the employees 
know exactly when the signal will be given, but imniie- 
diately it is sounded all work is dropped and everybody 
rushes to their stations, and in about a minute after the 
whistle blows streams of water are drenching the lumber 
piles and other buildings. 

The alarm whistle after working hours has met with 
just as ready a response. Naturally the fire drill arouses 
keen rivalry among the employees of the different yards. 
Superintendent Pflug is delighted with his fire brigade, 
and visitors to the yards have frequently been given an 
opportunity to view its efficiency. 

The employees of Cross, Austin & Ireland and Hardy, 
Voorhees & Co.’s yards have been organized and have 
reached an almost equal stage of proficiency. Those in 
charge say that should a fire occur it would be readily 
extinguished without the assistance of the Brooklyn de- 
partment. A systematic course of instruction and prac- 
tice is also given to bucket brigades. 

E. F. Perry, secretary of the National Wholesale Lum- 
ber Dealers’ Association, leaves on Monday next for a 
long trip west. He goes to Buffalo, Cleveland, Detroit, 
Duluth, Saginaw and Bay City, Mich., and incidentally 
takes a ten-day vacation among the Muskoka lakes, Can- 
ada. 

C. B. Thompson, of Frederick W. Cole’s office, is spend- 
ing a few weeks at Moose lake, in the Adirondacks, and 
on his return F, B. Van Dusen leaves for a trip to the 
Thousand islands. 

W. D. Mershon, of W. B. Mershon & Co.’s New York 
office, leaves tomorrow for a vacation trip to Saginaw. 

Recent visitors to the city were Mr. Moffett, of Maley, 
Thompson & Moffett, hardwood dealers, Cincinnati, O.; 
W. B. Millard, president of the Millard Lumber Com- 
pany, Rouse’s Point, N. Y.; Horton Corwin, jr., of the 
Branning Manufacturing Company, Edenton, N. C., and 
J. Dietz, of the Buffalo Maple Flooring Company, Buf- 
falo, N. Y. 


Charters for the Week. 
Steam timber tonnage is in slightly better supply, 


except that the rates of 112s, 6d to Liverpool and 120s 
to the United Kingdom and continent are now ex- 
actly in line with owners’ ideas. At provincial ports 
tonnage is in demand and higher rates bid, but steam- 
ers are scarce. Owners are now asking 65s to 67s 6d 
from St. John to the west coast of England. Time 
rates are maintained firmly, August and September 
boats being held at 93s 6d and 10s Gd for six or twelve 


months. Tonnage is offered sparingly for these con- 
tracts. The rates are slightly easier for October and 


November. West India steam tonnage is going begging 
at 8s, which seems rather curious, inasmuch as sail 
tonnage to the West Indies is very hard to obtain. 

In sail tonnage, vessels to the River Plate are still 
in demand, especially from gulf ports. Freight back 
from the West Indies is more plentiful than it has been, 
but this does not seem to encourage vessel owners to 
accept lumber cargoes to that somewhat dangerous 
quarter at the present rate, Coastwise lumber rates, 
if they have changed at all, are slightly firmer. 





FROM WESTERN NEW YORK. 


Burrato, N. Y. Aug. 8.—The lake receipts of lumber 
continue very small, the amount for the week being 
4,885,000 feet, with 1,300,000 sliingles. The shingle 
trade is so decidedly small that it has hurt the receipts 
of late, though they were comparatively large early in 
the season. 

There is no change in the lake rate on lumber, though 
the brokers are receiving more inquiries for tonnage than 
formerly. It is a fact that although the rates have 
been controlled all the season by the lumbermen, the 
fleet has been busy. 

Surveyor General Wall, of the National Hardwood 
Lumber Association, is receiving so many invitations 
these days to make trips to distant centers in order to 
set in motion the new inspection arrangement that he 
is sorry the situation, the absence of his brother, obliges 
him, for the present, to remain pretty close to his desk. 
Minneapolis, St. Louis and other cities are sending in 
urgent demands, but they will have to be declined for 
the present. Buffalo appears to be well in line for the 
inspection. The following appointments have lately 
been made: John S. Coman for Menominee and Ash- 
land—Mr. Coman was in Buffalo this week; Uvenauer & 
Johnson, for Bay City and Alpena; L. A. Hoyt, for 
Kast Jordan, Mich. R. Brubaker hasbeen selected in 
Memphis and will be appointed this week. It appears 
that while most sections as a whole are accepting the 
inspection readily, the individual quite often waits till 
he gets into some sort of trouble and then calls for ‘help. 

Mixer & Co. have made arrangements for a full assort- 
ment of Pennsylvania hemlock and will be known as 
members of that trade hereafter, though they will not 
drop any part of their white pine or shingle trade to do 
s0, 

J. B. Wall and O. E. Yeager are supposed to be in 
Paris this week. J. N. Scatcherd is expected home from 
Europe about the middle of the month. 

Montgomery Bros. have a decidedly taking street-car 
notice. It says, in the middle of a large poster: 

“We’ve lumber to burn, 

But we’d rather sell it.” 
‘The idea was not invented by any of the professional ad. 
writers, but by a young lady who lately visited the 
family and was asked to set her wits at work on the 
problem of cute advertising notices. 

The cooperage plant of Brad J. Cilley, on Hamburg 
street, took fire on August 5 from some unknown cause 
and was partly destroyed. The loss is estimated at from 
$5,000 up. The glue factory adjoining, also owned by 
Mr. Cilley, was saved. The loss is covered by insurance. 

Buffalo Jumbermen with timber interests in the south- 
west are still suffering from heavy rains. Some of the 
mills have been shut down half the time lately and all 
are losing time heavily on account of the bad weather. 
At the same time some of the timber holders are profit- 
ing from the heavy rains. Taylor & Crate, who were 
anxious for a freshet in the vicinity of their poplar 
logs in Kentucky, report that they have got it and 
their mill at Williamsburg is now running on a cut 
which they were very doubtful about getting till quite 
lately. 

The box factory of Joseph Klaus, lately known as 
the Niagara factory, has been moved to South Division 
and Lord stfeets. It is now really a new concern, as 
both building and machinery are new. 

The timber yard of the Donnelly Contracting Com- 
pany is showing much activity of late. It is the head- 
quarters of all the crib building of the company, which 
takes in the timber there, puts the cribs together and 
then tows them to various ports all the way from Erie 
to the mouth of Lake Ontario. 

Curt M. Treat, convention solicitor for the Merchants’ 
Exchange, is making an effort to send a delegation to 
the Hoo-Hoo gathering at Dallas, Tex., to aid him in 
the effort to bring the next meeting here. 





Williamsport (Pa.) business men are forming an in- 
corporated organization for the purpose of inducing new 
industrial enterprises to locate there. The Lloyd Man- 
ufacturing Company, of Philadelphia, screen door man- 
ufacturer, has been considering the location of a fac- 
tory in that city. 


TRADE AT THE HUB. 


Boston, Mass., Aug. 7.— Something has certainly 
struck the market in spots—something mild and easy, 
to be sure, but still an appreciable something, for the 
etfect of this mysterious something is visible in the faves 
and tones of lumbermen, and their order books as well. 
A much more cheerful and optimistic aspect is discern- 
ible in one’s visits about the places where lumbermen 
congregate. There are many who have stories to tell 
of new life in ordering, and those who have not Yet felt 
this breath of new vigor are sure that they are going to 
feel it tomorrow or next day, After all, a hopeful feel- 
ing is what insures prosperity more than any other 
agent. 

There are some good contracts being let for heavy 
construction, which take goodly quantities of hard pine. 
The West Boston bridge, connecting Boston and Cam- 
bridge, will take upward of 1,500,000 feet, and that is 
now contracted for and will help make a hole in stocks. 
A number of other similarly large pieces of work are 
coming along, which can but serve to clean up large 
quantities and make an impression on the Boston market 
which will be felt. Some new buildings are also in the 
air. This added zest to the market does not extend 
through the whole list, to be sure, but sympathy plays 
a large part in this world, and it is hoped that another 
week may enable us to report still further impetus. 

The hard pine fellows seem to be the particularly for- 
tunate chaps this week, and one of the biggest of them— 
Tom Van Cleave—smiles his broadest and most con- 
tagious smile when asked, “How are they coming?” 
“Coming on wheels, and high at that,” says Van, but he 
puzzled for an answer when asked for an explanation, 
and does not profess to know how tong this pleasant 
condition will last. Trade, he says, has been for a fort- 
night out of proportion to that of six weeks past, and he 
“reckons” that the yards got on their Iast legs for lum- 
ber about all at once and overdid the waiting game a 
little. 

Ben Lamb, the father of B. F. Lamb & Co., has been 
looking forward for some time to a fine cruise with the 
New York Yacht Club, aboard the “Cygnet,” the sloop 
belonging to E, M. Wiley, of Wiley, Harker & Co. Two 
weeks ago Mr. Lamb passed through a trying experience 
in a frightful blow at Newfound Lake in New Hamp- 
shire, where his family is spending the summer. While 
on the lake in a small steamer, in company with the 
ladies of his family and a number of others, one of 
those sudden squalls, for which the lake is famous, 
struck the craft, ripping away the small boat in tow, 
the flagstaff and stanchions—everything, in fact, but 
the bare hull, and fairly filling that with water. One 
would think that Ben would do his yachting hereafter 
on dry land, but evidently he believes that squalls, as 
well as lightning, will not strike twice in the same 
place. 

Going or coming, things seem to be coming the way 
of Wheeler, Osgood & Co., of Tocoma. T. E. Ripley, 
secretary and eastern manager, has news of continued 
large orders from China, for doors and windows. It 
appears that this firm is doing all that patriotic—to 
say nothing of business—motives could dictate toward 
the “open door” policy, for, if the Chinese open all of 
the thousands of doors they are shipping there—and red 
cedar doors at that—the “open door” will be wide open. 
That, by the way, suggests the secret of this firm’s suc- 
cesss; the cedar door always will open. It won’t swell 
and stick in the jamb, anyway, or at least that is what 
Ripley says. 

Frederick M, Stearns, of the Cypress Lumber Com- 
pany, has returned from an extensive trip through the 
south, where most of his time was spent at the mills in 
Apalachicola, Fla. 


or 





FRO? THE SMOKY CITY. 


Pirtrspure, Pa., Aug. 7.—There is a firmer tone pre- 
vailing in the lumber market this week; it looks as 
though a satisfactory adjustment of prices will be made 
and the retailers will start to stock up. More inquiries 
have come in during the last ten days than for some 
time past. Yellow pine is firmer, the hemlock outlook 
is better; the realty boom has ceased long enough to 
give an impetus to building, which is quite brisk. 

The American Lumber & Manufacturing Company 
is sending from Georgia 850,000 feet of yellow pine 
for the Buffalo Pan-American exposition buildings. This 
deal was closed last week by G. Waiter Gates, manager 
of the pine department. This company is also furnish- 
ing 5,000 yellow pine ties for Wilkesbarre and Seranton 
street railways. The schooner Sam L. Russell carried 
a large consignment of North Carolina pine box lumber 
last week from Norfolk to New York. The American 
Lumber & Manufacturing Company is doing an exten- 


sive coastwise trade which has proved a source of profit. - 
A. C. Opperman, representing William Schuette 


& Co. in this city, is at Put-in-Bay for a short vacation. 

Sam Jones, of Monessen, Pa.; James Yohe, of Monon- 
gahela City, Pa., and C. E. Eggers, of Eggers & Graham, 
Belle Vernon, Pa., were in the city this week. 

In the United States district court last week John 
H. Burgan, individually and as the surviving partner 
of the firm of Burgan Bros., lumber dealers, of Carnegie 
borough, filed his petition in bankruptcy. He gives his 
assets as $200 and his liabilities as $12,178.18. 

An affidavit of defense was filed in the suit of the 
Louis Werner Saw Mill Company against C. B. Ferree 
to recover $2,508.96 for lumber. The defendant denies 
that he owes the money for the reason that the plaintiffs 
failed to ship the lumber at the time agreed on, and that 
some of it was of an inferior quality. 

At the Seventh Avenue hotel last week were regis- 
tered the following well-known lumbermen: ae 
Aldrich, Rib River Lumber Company, Toledo, 0.; E. P. 
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Marsh, Toledo, O.; George Schriver, Toledo, O.; Charles 
Schriver, Toledo, O.; Charles J. Swan, Saginaw, Mich.; 
Sam Putnam, Cleveland, O.; Marion Husband, Mt. 
Pleasant, Pa.; Peter Marron, Mt. Pleasant, Pa.; George 
A. Stacy, Cleveland, O., and “Dad” O'Connor, Cleve- 
land, O. 

L.. L. Satler will spend the month of August with a 
fishing party at Bala, Muskoka Lakes, Canada. 

V. McDonald, a prominent young lumberman, for- 
merly in the commission business in the Hamilton build- 
ing, starts on the road next week for, the L. L. Satler 
Lumber Company. Mr, MeDonald will cover Pittsburg 
and surrounding towns. 

J. B. Flint, of Flint, Erving & Lindsay, is in Charles- 
ton, W. Va., looking after poplar interests. R. H. 
Erving, of the same firm, is enjoying his vacation at 
Beaumaris, Muskoka, 

The large planing mill and lumber yards of John T. 
Long at Summerhill, near Johnstown, Pa., were totally 
destroyed by fire on the afternoon of August 6. The 
loss is estimated at about $40,000. This includes the 
600,000 feet of Jumber. There is no insurance. 

Oak ties are in active demand. In the early part of 
this week over 100 carloads of oak ties and timber 
were sent to Pittsburg from West Virginia. 

In the United States district court on Monday after- 
noon the Hyndman Lumber & Manufacturing Company 
filed an answer to the petition in bankruptcy recently 
filed against it by A. F. John and J. A. John, part- 
ners, trading as the Union Lumber Company; C. Glass, 
and the Barrett-Lindeman company. In the answer 
the defendant company states that the allegation that it 
conveyed, transferred, concealed or removed certain 
property, lumber and raw material, with intent to hin- 
der and defraud creditors of the company, is talse. 

H. HH. Fuller, a Bradford lumber dealer, was in the 
city this week. 

KE. V. Babcock & Co. will furnish 627,000 feet of maple 
and beech flooring for the Union Steel Company at 
Donora, Pa. Oscar H. Babcock returned on Thursday 
last from the northern pine district, where he had placed 
orders for 3,900,000 feet. With characteristic hustling 
Mr. Babcock started out on Friday and disposed of 
400,000 feet in one order. The company mills at Ash- 
tola are working double tour. 





FROM THE QUAKER CITY. 


PHILAVELPIIIA, Pa., Aug. 7.—Business seems to have 
taken an additional rest during the last few days. 
Trade is undoubtedly quiet; some people go so far as to 
say it is dull. These latter are no doubt nearer the 
mark and they are supported in their views by the fact 
that the mill men are dropping into town in larger 
numbers than usual, trying to sell their stock, which 
only happens when orders are few and the movement 
unusually quiet. 

There seems to be apprehension in some quarters that 
there will not be any revival of trade until next year, 
on account of the presidential election. There is a 
considerable amount of building in contemplation; it is 
known that a large quantity of work that should have 
been done in the spring and summer has been put off 
until the fall, and there is not really any apprehension 
in the minds of the thinking portion of the community 
as to the re-election of President McKinley. It may 
safely be said that the predominant feeling of the lum- 
ber trade in this section is anticipatory of a fairly brisk 
business with the advent of September. 

Thomas Ellicott Coale, the white pine expert of Will- 
iam Whitmer & Sons, was up through the Cumberland 
valley last week. He did some business, as he always 
does, but generally found things very quiet. He says 
that one or two towns, such as York, are busy, but that 
operations are at a standstill. The high price of hem- 
lock, he says, stopped building. In some places the 
farmers were induced to cut their chestnut and use it 
in place of hemlock. He looks for a brisker state of 
things from about September 1, if the presidential elec- 
tion does not have a dampening effect on trade. 

William A. McCormick returned on August 3 from 
a trip to Europe. Speaking of the Paris exposition, he 
says that while a very grand affair it does not approach 
the magnitude and attractiveness of the world’s fair of 
1893. He says the United States makes a very poor 
showing indeed, and that the American exhibits are so 
scattered around through the various buildings as to 
give the impression that they were dropped in anywhere 
at the last moment. 

The assignee’s sale of the stock and equipment in the 
yard of William E. & E. J. Howes, Thirty-seventh and 
Market streets, who failed about six weeks ago, was 
held on August 3. Better prices were realized than 
were expected and it shows with what care the investi- 
gating committee appraised the assets when it is said 
that the amount realized at the sale came within $100 
of the committee’s valuation. A considerable part of 
the stock was purchased by a man who is said to have 
been acting in behalf of the assignors, and it is rumored 
that E. J. Howes will go into the business again. The 
estate will pay about 30 cents on the dollar. 





IN THE PENOBSCOT REGION. 


3ancor, Me., August 6.—Joab W. Palmer and Hiram 
H. Fogg have returned from a visit to the plant of the 
Tracadie Lumber Company, on the Tracadie river, New 
Brunswick, which flows into the Gulf of St. Lawrence. 
This plant, controlled by Bangor men, has been in opera- 
tion only three years, but has made a fine record in that 
time. This year the mill will saw 10,000,000 feet of logs 
—7,000,000 feet of old growth white pine and 3,000,000 
feet of spruce. Mr. Palmer says that there is enough 


timber in the country about the mill to last ten years. 
About 150 hands are employed, and besides the saw mill 
a shook mill is operated, much of the product of the 
latter being shipped to Liverpool. 

There is nothing new in the lumber situation at Ban- 
gor, shipments continuing scant and slow and the manu- 
facturers living in the hope of better times in the fall. 
The chief news of the week is that the last east branch 
drive has got into Penobscot boom, with 15,000,000 feet 
of good spruce logs. The west branch was reported in 
Shad pond a day or two ago, and should reach the main 
river in a few days more. ‘This drive had, when it 
started, about 70,000,000 feet of logs, but 15,000,000 
feet were hung up below Seeboomook falls and 20,000,- 
600 feet were taken out for the Great Northern Paper 
Company at Millinocket, leaving but 35,000,000 saw logs 
to come to boom at Oldtown. 

The Great Northern Paper Company has extended val- 
uable accommodation to several of the lumbermen whose 
logs were hung up this year, letting McNulty, of Orono, 
and Sutherland, of Brewer, have logs in exchange for 
their own, which the company, being in no hurry for 
logs, can get later in the season on the fall rains, and 
selling a quantity outright to F. W. Ayer & Co., who 
needed them to saw deals from. But for this considerate 
action on the part of the Great Northern several con- 
cerns would have been unable to fill their contracts, and 
one or more would have been in a hard place. 

The Machias Lumber Company, under the supervision 
of Elmer E, Fields, of Hartland, will make extensive 
improvements up the river this season, rebuilding roads 
and dams. 

L. Lewis & Son will enlarge their mill at Brownville 
this fall, and they have purchased the Judson Briggs 
mill, which they will operate in connection with their 
plant. 

K. & J. Fred Webster’s new ground wood pulp mill at 
Oldtown will begin operations about September 1. It 
is said that the capacity will be forty-five tons a day, 
instead of twenty-five tons, ar originally intended. 

While in every other part of Maine a drouth has pre- 
vailed this summer, many heavy showers have fallen in 
the Penobscot region, and the river is now at as good a 
pitch for driving as it was in June. 

The spruce lumber market shows no change from last 
week, narrow being quoted at $11 to $12, wide $15 to $16 
a thousand. 

The announcement is made that Charles W. Mullen, 
of Bangor, has severed his connection with the Great 
Northern Paper Company as lumber agent. He is to be 
succeeded by Fred Gilbert, of Orono, a successful young 
lumberman, 





The Ohio Field. 


CONDITIONS AT CINCINNATI. 


CINCINNA'I, O., Aug. 7,—Cincinnati’s claims to being 
a great lumber center are continually being emphasized 
by extensions and improvements to the plants and facili- 
ties for handling the commodity, and now the Nicola 
Bros. Company 1s adding to its facilities for handling 
and storing lumber. At Home City, about a dozen miles 
out, it has secured a river frontage of 743 feet and a 
siding connecting directly with the Baltimore & Ohio 
Southwestern is now being constructed. When the land- 
ing and yards are completed, which will be within a very 
few days, there will be room for piling 10,000,000 feet of 
lumber. This enterprising firm now has nine barges with 
between 8,000,000 and 9,000,000 feet of cottonwood and 
gum to be unloaded for the trade represented in the Cin- 
cinnati market. 

Mr. Gage, of Gage & Possell, reports trade fairly good 
for the season and brightening. He thinks that if the 
Chinese war is not too long drawn out the fall trade will 
be very good. That the celestial troubles are interfer- 
ing with the export trade now he does not doubt. He 
does not look for much interference with business by 
the presidential campaign. Mr, Possell, of this firm, has 
been traveling in the interests of trade for a couple of 
weeks, mostly in Illinois, and will probably remain on 
the road another week. 

The yellow pine men report business improving ever 
since the recent advance in prices. ‘hat advance seems 
to have established confidence and acted as a tonic gen- 
erally in yellow pine affairs, 

The Graham Lumber Company reports trade satisfae- 
tory for the season. J. Watt Graham finds business at 
least sufficiently brisk that he deems it unnecessary to 
take to the road very often to drum it up nowadays. 

B. A. Kipp, of B. A. Kipp & Co., is rapidly recovering 
from the attack of typhoid fever that has kept him in 
bed for several weeks past, and expects to return to his 
office for an hour or two a day, beginning this week, B. 
A. Kipp & Co. report business in its midsummer stagna- 
tion stage. 

Goodman & Wright look for a good fall trade. 
report cypress firm under a good demand. 

T. J. Moffett, of Maley, Thompson & Moffett, and Mrs. 
Moffett returned home yesterday morning after a vaca- 
tion of three weeks spent at Atlantic City, Baltimore, 
Washington and Philadelphia. Mr. Moffett reports hav- 
ing had an enjoyable trip. He says that in the east lum- 
bermen predict a good fall trade. Manufacturers are 
holding light stocks and the contraction seems bound 
to be followed by a lively demand, Mr. Moffett says that 
trade at their plant is very good, there being not the 
slightest grounds for complaint. 

Myron Banning says business is going along at its 
regulation summer gait. He doesn’t look for lower 
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prices on quartered oak and thinks that the best quality 


of quartered oak can scarcely go lower, and that all logs 
available for quarter-sawing and good stock must accord- 
ingly always bring good prices. 

President W. A. Bennett, of the National Hardwood 
Lumber Association, received a letter yesterday from 
Secretary John EK. Williams, of the forestry and fisheries 
exhibit, at Paris. Mr. Williams reports the lumbermen’s 
exhibit finally all in place. He says it is a creditable 
and valuable display. Mr. Williams says tickets of 
admission to the great exhibition can now be obtained 
for what is about 6 cents in our money. He says these 
tickets are offered through the guarantors of the big 
show, who received for their subscriptions to the guaran- 
tee fund 65,000,000 tickets, and of these tickets it is 
understood that only about 15,000,000 have thus far been 
disposed of by the guarantors, As the great rush to 
the exposition, however, is only expected to materialize 
during August and September, it is possible that the 
finances may pan out better from the guarantor’s stand- 
point than would appear from a casual glance at the 
showing of tickets sold so far. 

Wiil Borcherding, the popular representative on the 
road of Bennett & Witte, is on a protracted but success- 
ful trip for that firm. 





FROM THE FOREST CITY. 

CLEVELAND, O., Aug. 7,—There were many encourag- 
ing features about the lumber trade of Cleveland for the 
first week of August, the weather conditions for one 
thing being almost absolutely perfect. Lumber was 
taken into the yards in much larger quantity than dur- 
ing the last week of July, sixteen cargoes in all coming 
to the different river yards, All the dealers who expressed 
themselves were heard to say: “We are exceedingly well 
pleased with our trade for July. Prices throughout the 
market were very uniform,” ete. Notwithstanding the 
large quantity of lumber going into the yards for the 
past six days, there appears to be but a slight increase 
of stocks on hand, so that but one conclusion can be 
arrived at, and that is that a large amount of lumber 
must be moving out, and that means large sales for this 
season of the year. 

Vire on Saturday evening burned the planing mill of 
the Cuyahoga Lumber Company at No. 11 Carter street, 
causing a loss of something like $15,000, which is under- 
stood to have been fully covered by insurance. The 
upper part of this mill was occupied by O. Dubrey & 
Co., whose loss was in the neighborhood of $5,000, and 
also well insured. ‘To a very large extent I’. Rh. Gilchrist 
& Co,, whose lumber yards were adjacent to the Cuya- 
hoga Lumber Company’s mill, supplied the mill with 
work. This firm had a small amount of lumber in the 
mill at the time of the fire. This also is understood to 
have been fully covered by insurance. ‘This company 
has already arranged with two other nearby mills to do 
its work, and no delay in filling orders for mill worked 
Jumber will be experienced. The saddest feature of this 
fire was the burning of the night watchman, who was so 
badly burned that death came to him within a few hours 
after being taken to the hospital. ‘lhe origin of the fire 
is not known, but it is presumed was set on fire by a 
spark from a passing engine. Work will begin tomorrow 
morning clearing away the debris preparatory to build- 
ing a new mill, and it is understood one of the most 
modern structures will be erected within the very short- 
est possible time. ‘Temporarily O. Dubrey & Co. will 
occupy one of the offices of F. R. u.christ & Co., but 
will go back into the new mill as soon as completed; in 
the meantime other mills will be employed to do their 
work, 
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FIRST RED CEDAR SHINGLE SHIPMENT. 


Mr. Gineap, O., July 28.—-Editor American Lumberman: 
We noticed in reading Met. L. Saley’s letter in the Lumber- 
man of July 14 that J. F. Barnard, of Minneapolis, claims 
the credit of having sold the first red cedar shingles in the 
east, and no farther back than 1888. We would like to cor-- 
rect Mr. Barnard in this statement, as we think we bought 
the first red cedar shingles shipped east of the Mississippi 
river. This was in July, 1886. We bought this car of shin- 
gles of J. C. Vennum, of Mansfield, O., now deceased. Mr. 
Vennum, in connection with Mortimer Cook, also of Mans- 
field, went west early in 1886 and commenced the manufac- 
ture of shingles at Seattle, W. T. After having made sat- 
isfactory arrangements with the Northern Pacific railroad for 
transportation, Mr. Vennum came back to his home in Mans- 
field, bringing with him some red cedar clapboards taken 
from some trading post that had been erected about forty 
years, and still having the original roof; also samples of 
shingles then being made by Mr. Cook. Mr. Vennum started 
out to sell shingles, taking with him his samples, making 
his second stop at our offiee and selling us 120,000 cedar 
shingles at $4 a thousand. The freight on this car was 
$210.69, or nearly half the cost of the shingles. Mr. Ven- 
num told the writer at the time that this was the first car 
of shingles he had sold, and that it was the first ever shipped 
to the east, so you see Mr. Barnard will have to take a back 
seat. We enclose letter of Mr. M. Cook, written at the time 
of shipping the car of shingles, which you can publish in 
connection with our own letter, if you think it will be of 
interest to your readers. Please return it, as naturally we 
prize it highly. Mr. GILuaAD BUILDING COMPANY, 

The enclosure with the letter of the Mt. Gilead Build- 
ing Company reads as follows: 

Seatrie, W. T., July 10, 1886 
Mt. Gilead Building Company— 

Gentlemen: By direction of John C. Vennum, of Mans- 
field, I have this day supplied you one car, 120,000, of clear 
cedar shingles, of my own make. 

I simply wish to say that the truth is really in this shin- 
gle, and that the dark streaks are no objection. You will 
notice some of them with a dark and light streak alternating 
in same shingle, which could not be the case if the wood 
was really decaying. When on a roof a few weeks and become 
dry they will all be the same color. Very many roofs in this 
territory made of these shingles are over thirty years old 
and good yet. Examine them fully and critically before giv- 
ing an opinion. It is a fact that no wood of which shingles 
are made will outlast this. Respectfully, 

MortIMER Cook, Sedro, W. T. 

For duly authenticated instances of other parties who 
received the first shipment of red cedar shingles from 
the west coast, who will be the next? 
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ON THE PACIFIC SLOPE. 





Washington Lumbermen in Politics—Many Saw and Shingle [ills Burned—Oriental Trade at 
a Standstill—A Dull Month at Frisco—Happenings in Oregon. 





PUGET SOUND NOTES. 


Sratrie, Wasu., August 5.—One of the busiest places 
in Seattle at present is the big plant of Moran Bros. 
Company. The large saw mill is busy turning out lum- 
ber, and the shipbuilding works of the company is fit- 
ting up transports for the government on rush orders, 
so that they may be in shape to take troopers and horses 
to the Orient. A large vessel is also in course of con- 
struction, and huge fir timbers over 100 feet long are 
being sawed in the mill and put into the frame of the 


vessel, Everything at this plant is done on a large 
scale. Will H. Parry has general supervision of the 


entire plant, while George Salt, an experienced west 
coast lumberman, has charge of the saw mill and lumber 
department. Although some of the output of the saw 
mill is used by the company in shipbuilding, it does a 
large eastern rail business in lumber and is in a position 
to cater to the wants of the eastern trade. 

The new mill of the Seattle Lumber Company is now 
running nicely. It is equipped with a large band mill, 
to which will soon be added a resaw. As soon as the 
planing mill and dry kilns are constructed, it will be a 
very complete saw mill plant. Shipments can be made 
either to the cargo or rail trade. Theodore Ludgate, the 
manager of the Seattle Lumber Company, is an experi- 
enced Michigan lumberman, having been a member of 
the Traverse City Lumber Company. The Seattle Lum. 
ber Company is made up of Chicago men, besides Mr. 
ludgate, and is one of the substantial institutions of 
Seattle. 

C. E. Patten, president and manager of the Atlas 
Lumber Company of this city, who recently returned 
from the east, after having spent some time around Min- 
neapolis and western Minnesota and North Dakota 
points, investigating the crop situation, believes that the 
reports have overdrawn the dark side. While perhaps 
there will be about a half a crop of wheat, the high price 
of wheat and decreased cost of harvesting will result in 
nearly the usual amount of money being put in the 
hands of farmers. Still, Mr. Patten says, lumber deal- 
ers in that section are not disposed to buy lumber in 
anticipation of the demand, but will wait until they 
actually need lumber before they begin to stock up. Mr. 
Patten thinks that the bottom has about been reached in 
red cedar shingle prices and that a reaction will soon be 
noticed. The trade will be anxious to buy as soon as 
the market starts upward, and then the situation will be 
aggravated by a scarcity of cars, which will now soon be 
busy hauling grain. The wheat crop of Washington is 
unusually large this year, being estimated to be between 
25,000,000 and 30,000,000 bushels. The Atlas Lumber 
Company has, as is well known, an up-to-date saw mill 
plant at Lake McMurray, north of Seattle on the Seattle 
& International railroad. 

John Weyerhaeuser, manager of the Nebagamon Lum- 
her Company, Lake Nebagamain, Wis., and William B. 
Hill arrived in Tacoma the last of the week for a short 
period of sight-seeing on the Pacific coast. 

H. S. Gilkey, of the large white cedar wholesaling 
concerning of Pendleton & Gilkey, Janesville, Wis., ac- 
companied by Mrs. Gilkey, spent several days in Tacoma 
the first of the week. Mr. Gilkey has been on the sound 
the past month, visiting with his partner and brother- 
in-law, F. R. Pendleton, who has been located at Everett, 
Wash., the past year, engaged in logging operations, 
This end of the concern is known as Pendleton, Fifield & 
Co. They have a large trect of timber near Everett, 
besides other tracts in the northern part of the state, 
and are putting logs in the sound two miles south of 
Everett. Mr. Gilkey expects to remain out here until 
about September 1, combining business with pleasure. 

Lumber and shingle men promise to be numerous in 
politics this year. At the Seattle republican convention 
the other day Watson Allen, of the Allen & Nelson Mill 
Company, was nominated as representative to the legis- 
lature, and J, M. Frink, a manufacturer of logging en- 
gines, was indorsed for governor and will probably be 
nominated by the state convention. At Everett, Thomas 
Sumner, a manufacturer of saw mill machinery, and 
Joseph Ferguson, a logger, were nominated for state sen- 

“ator and representative, respectively. At Winlock, J. A. 
Veness, of Prescott & Veness, was defeated for state sen- 
ator, and Geo. McCoy, of Napavine, was renominated 
for representative. At Mount Vernon, F. O. Ehrlich, a 
shingle manufacturer of Ehrlich, was nominated for 
state representative, and tomorrow the Whatcom 
county republicans will have to choose one of four 
shingle manufacturers for state senator. In Seattle, 
Francis Rotch, of the Simpson Logging Company, was 
defeated for delegate to the state republican convention, 
and Thomas H. Claffey, of the J. KE. Fox Saw Works, 
who is prominent in polities, also ran. So did Thomas 
Sanders, of the Bryant Lumber & Shingle Company, of 
l'remont. The democrats, silver republicans and fusion- 
ists are to have their primaries and county conventions 
later on. 

The Fowler & Boyer Lumber Company, of Centralia, 
has completed its new saw mill. 

The W. I. Carpenter Lumber Company, of Minneap- 
olis, has taken an office in the Sullivan building, where 
the majority of the wholesalers make their headquar- 
ters. M. Chambers is in charge. 

G. H. Clark, of Clark & Lennan, shingle manufactur- 


we 


ers at Sedro-Woolley, this state, is in town from Rhine- 
lander, Wis. He will probably open an office here. 

H. E. Lewis has sold his interest in the shingle firm of 
Donoghue & Lewis, Ballard, to J. M. Donoghue. The 
firm will hereafter be known as Donoghue Bros. 





NORTHERN WASHINGTON NOTES. 


SEATTLE, WASH., Aug. 4.—The mortality among the 
mills during the past week has been unusually high, 
a large number having gone up in smoke. Among the 
plants picked out by the fire fiend was that of the 
Skagit Shingle Company at Mt. Vernon, which had been 
recently built by George Reed and associates. Mr. Reed 
is an old-time shingle man of Skagit county and has 
been burned out four times in two years. 

The Pacifie Door Company at Seattle also lost its 
plant, the destruction being complete. This concern, 
composed of Hayden & Squires, catered principally to 
the local trade and operated the factory formerly oper- 
ated by the Skookum Box Company. Another fire was 
that of the Eureka Lumber Company, which had a mill 
at Deming. Those interested were Daniel Griffith and 
Carstens & Earles. 

C. F. White, of the Grays Harbor Commercial Com- 
pany, Cosmopolis, passed through the sound cities this 
week en route home after a ten days’ vacation in the 
Yellowstone Park. 

EK. M. Warren, the new general manager of the Brat- 
nober-Waite Lumber Company, at Clear Lake, has 
arrived from Minneapolis and at once assumed the 
duties of his new position. 

There is a decided lull in the cargo business and it 
is said that in San Francisco, which is the headquarters 
of all the cargo shipments of the coast, there have 
been fewer orders and inquiries for the past few weeks 
than at any time during the year. The Chinese trouble 
has checked shipments to the Orient and the market in 
the Sandwich Islands, which usually are heavy buyers, 
is at present dull. Many people express the opinion 
that the Chinese troubles will eventually make a great 
boom in the cargo business, as immense quantities of 
lumber will be needed to develop the country. 

The coast shops of the Northern Pacific railroad are 
making a considerable addition to the rolling stock of 
that road, over 700 freight cars having been turned out 
since last year. All are built of fir and the majority 
are of much greater capacity than the old equipment, 
70,000 pounds being the standard. 

Frank Curtis, of the Commercial Cedar Company, is 
spending a vacation in Alaska. 

The dry kiln of the 10-block mill belonging to the 
Windsor Lumber Company, at Ballard, burned last 
Sunday night, but will be rebuilt at once. 

David Kellogg, of the Kellogg Mill Company, Ballard, 
has just returned from Cape Nome, where he went early 
in the season. Mr. Kellogg took up a steam launch 
to do a lightering business and reports that this work 
was very profitable at the time the first boats arrived, 
but was soon overdone. He expresses the opinion that 
the camp will prove a rich one, but that the great 
majority who go there will be disappointed, opportuni- 
ties being limited and everything overcrowded. 

The new box factory of the Grays Harbor Commercial 
Company has commenced work. 

Kk. W. Backus, of the Backus-Brooks Company, Min- 
neapolis, is spending several weeks in the sound country. 

Fred Wood, of San Francisco, for several years gen- 
eral manager of the E. K. Wood Lumber Company, at 
Hoquiam, has been spending some time in Washington. 

The shingle situation continues in an unsatisfactory 
condition and the way of the manufacturer is not strewn 
with roses. It is thought that prices have touched bot- 
tom, as a further decline will mean that the mill men 
lose money for every shingle produced. Conditions have 
changed from the time when Extra *A* could be made 
for 90 cents at the mill. Labor and timber were then 
cheap, whereas both are now high. Shingle logs are 
in good demand, with no immediate prospect of a supply 
that will force down the price. It is hard work for 
many of the mill operators to find men to fill the crews, 
and all draw good wages. Many mill men who own 
timber decline to cut it when prices are so low as at 
present and it is safe to predict that any marked decline 
from present mill prices would cause a large number 
of mills to shut down. 


MEETING OF WASHINGTON MILL MEN. 

CHEHALIS, “WASH., Aug. 4.—The regular monthly 
meeting of the Southwestern Washington Lumber Man- 
ufacturers’ Association was held in the rooms of the 
whist club last evening. In the absence of President 
Veness, who is away, Vice-President McCormick pre- 
sided. The attendance was smaller than usual, owing 
to political conventions in this section of the state, 
where several lumbermen are in the field for legislative 
honors. ‘Those present were: 

Hi. McCormick, McCormick Lumber Company, McCormick. 

C. A. Doty, of Doty & Stoddard, Dryad. 

IF. A. Martin, Martin Lumber Company, Centralia. 

KE. 8. Collins, Ostrander. 

«. L. Brown, Napavine. 

W. C. Yoemans, Pe Ell. 

Cc. R. Fowler, Fowler & Boyer Lumber Company, Centralia. 

W. C. Miles, Rock Creek Lumber Company, McCormick. 

The business of the meeting was confined 10 discuss- 
ing trade conditions, and the meeting adjourned to meet 
at Centralia, September 4. 





ALONG THE COLUMBIA RIVER. 


PoRTLAND, Ore., August 4.—Business for the past 
week with the Portland mills shows but little improve- 
ment over last. The mills are working for the most part 
on old orders, with but little eastern car business offer- 
ing. 

The Clatsop Mill Company, of Astoria, reports busi- 
ness good. This mill has a capacity of 80,000 feet daily 
and is at present filling an order for the C., B. & Q. 
railroad. Part of the order is bridge stuff, 8x16x54 feet. 
To fill this bill it necessarily required two cars. This in 
itself would not be a matter of even common notice, save 
for the fact that it is the first double deck load of lum- 
ber which ever left the mouth of the Columbia river for 
the eastern trade. Mrs. W. S. Kinney is the manager of 
this plant, a duty which she assumed on the death of 
her husband, and the skill and ability she has shown in 
the discharge of her arduous duties merit the highest 
commendation. The next time you hear a man speak 
slightingly of the ability of a lady to run a mill remem- 
ber the Clatsop mill and be wise. 

There is some talk of a new mill being erected at Win- 
chester, in Douglass county, by the Roseburg Electric 
Light Company. 

O. A. Ritan, manager of the Portland Lumbering & 
Manufacturing Company, is in San Francisco on busi- 
ness. Mr. Ritan’s mill will shortly have a new floor- 
ing machine. 

C. R. Crosby, of Inman, Poulsen & Co., is east on a 
business trip. 

The local box factories are very busy. The Multno- 
mah Box Company, of Portland, is installing three Doig 
nailing machines. 

The Astoria Box Company, of Astoria, is getting out 
an order of extra heavy boxes for Manila. The ship- 
ment of box shooks from the Columbia river to San 
Francisco for the month of July aggregated 16,925 
bundles. 

The Dallas organ factory has finished its first order of 
twenty-three instruments in Oregon oak. The cabinet 
work is handsome and shows the value of Oregon hard- 
woods for finishing purposes. 

The Booth-Kelly Lumber Company, with a capacity of 
300,000 feet a day, has moved its headquarters from 
Saginaw to Eugene. Manager R. A. Booth is senator- 
elect from Josephine and Linn counties. 

The Southern Pacific has moved its tie-treating plant 
from Oregon to California. The plan used is to drive 
out the moisture from the tie and inject chloride of zine. 
The treatment increases the weight of the tie 25 percent, 
and the cost is ealeulated at 10 cents a tie. The plant 
has been in operation only for the past four years, so it 
is too early to judge of results. 





OREGON LUMBER NEWS. 


PorTLAND, OreE., Aug. 4.—The demands of all the big 
nations of the earth for steam tonnage for transport 
service is still keeping sail tonnage suitable for lumber 
up to top-notch figures. The only points to which lower 
rates are named at present is to the west coast of South 
America, and singular as it may seem, it is a shortage 
of ships down there which makes lumber rates lower 
here. Nitrate dealers are paying such high rates out 
of the west coast ports that ship owners would prefer 
to send a vessel there with lumber at a comparatively 
low rate rather than send her to Australia or Africa, 
where there is less opportunity to pick up a profitable 
return cargo. There is some business doing from north- 
ern ports for Australia at about 60 shillings, but the 
trade with the Orient is at a standstill and promises 
to continue so-until the war is over. 

The Curtiss Lumber Company, which is operating a 
number of mills on the Santiam river, has just started 
work on an immense dam which will provide its 
Mill City (Ore.) plant with a supply of logs sufficient 
to keep it running the year round, regardless of the 
stage of the water. The dam will be thrown across 
the Breitenbush river near Detroit, and will be forty-five 
feet high. It will cost about $5,000. The company 
owns about 100,000,000 feet of fine timber adjacent to 
its new log pond, and at the Mill City plant is cutting 
about 100,000 feet a day. The lumber is shipped prin- 
cipally to Colorado and Utah, but the owners are endeav- 
oring to secure rates from the transcontinental lines 
which will let them into the eastern markets. A. B. 
Hammond, president of the Astoria & Columbia River 
railroad, is one of the principal owners of the plant. 

What is said to be the last log raft that will leave 
the Columbia river passed out to sea last Monday, in 
tow of two powerful tugboats. The raft contained 
5,500,000 feet of piling, and was expected to reach San 
Francisco today, but has not yet reported, and coasting 
steamships which have since arrived failed to sight it 
on the way down. The weather has been favorable and 
it is generally believed that it will reach port in safety 
and save several thousand dollars for the owners, as it 
would have required about a dozen of the average-size 
coasting craft to carry the amount of timber that the 
raft contains. 

The electric saw mill, the portable saw mill and other 
freak species of the timber annihilators are now to 
be followed with a floating saw mill. A Portland man 
is endeavoring to organize a company to build a mill 


‘on a huge barge, with just sufficient propelling power 


to move it around the waters of the Columbia river 
and tributaries. He expects to draw a large portion 
of his logs from sand bars, sloughs and other out-of-the- 
way places where they have lodged after leaving the 
woods. 

The schooner Forest Home was launched at Coos bay 
last Saturday, and will be placed in the lumber trade 
at once. She is owned by C. A. Hooper & Co., of San 
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Francisco, will carry 1,000,000 feet of lumber, and is 
the largest craft of her rig on the Pacific coast. 

Lewiston (Idaho) saw mill men are considering the 
practicability of securing logs from the Grande Ronde 
river country. As yet little or no logging has been done 
on the lower part of the river, and settlers are burning 
up considerable valuable timber because they have no 
other means of getting rid of it. The lower part of 
the river, and the Snake river on to Lewiston, runs 
like a mill race, and logs would cover the distance in 
about a day and would require no driving. 

The Lucky Boy Mining Company is building a saw 
mill on its property in the Blue River (Ore.) mining 
district. As lumber is now costing $60 a thousand in 
that country, the new mill should pay a profit. 

The old Perry saw mill, near Tenino, Wash., on the 
line of the Northern Pacific, is in the hands of a receiver, 
John P. Hovey, of Tacoma, being appointed to wind up 
the affairs of the Sunset Lumber Company, which has 
been operating the mill. The concern is about $40,000 
in debt, and the assets are reported to be about $10,000. 
Mr. Hovey has been instructed by the court to operate 
the mill and pay off the labor claims of about $4,000 
with receiver’s certificates. 

The Bridal Veil Lumbering Company is turning out 
about 80,000 feet of fir a day at its mills at Palmer, 
Ore. It is laying in a big supply of logs for emergencies 
later on, the four ponds where it keeps supplies having 
a capacity of over 8,000,000 feet. 

The American schooner Pioneer arrived at Simpson’s 
mill at Knappton, Wash., at the mouth of the Columbia, 
last Monday, to load for San Francisco. She came 
from Honolulu, and is the first vessel to enter the 
Columbia since the Hawaiian Islands were declared 
American territory. She entered at the Astoria custom 
house from “Honolulu, Hawaiian Territory.” 

The cash receipts at the Oregon City land oflice for 
the month of July were the largest for any single month 
in over eight years, nearly all of the business being 
timber lands. Forty-three final proofs were made on 
timber claims and seventy-three original homestead loca- 
tions were filed and sixty-three rejected. 

The Spaulding Logging Company has a drive of 
6,000,000 feet of logs on the way down the Willamette 
river for Oregon City. Most of them will be converted 
into pulp at the Oregon City mills. 

Straus & Co., of Pleasant Home, Ore., have purchased 
a body of fine timber three miles south of their present 
location and will move their plant into the midst of it. 
Johnson Bros., of Pleasant Home, will also move their 
mill into better timber. 

Cunningham & Sons, of Cleaveland, Wash., have built 
a small mill about five miles north of that point in 
the Klickitat county timber belt. 

J. A. Burleigh has closed down his mill at Enterprise, 
Ore., and will not resume operations until October 1. 

John EK. Du Bois, the Pennsylvania capitalist who 
owns about 50,000 acres of timber land in the Nehalem 
and Tillamook districts, passed through Portland last 
week en route to Tillamook, where he will look over his 
property and the improvements in the mill in which ‘he 
is interested. Mr. Du Bois was accompanied by J. M. 
Gamhill, of Roanoke, who is also interested in Oregon 
timber lands. 

Adkins Bros., who are operating a small mill at 
Canby, Ore., have purchased a tract of timber land on 
Mill creek and will do their own logging for a while. 

J. J. Hanley, a Michigan timber operator, is in the 
woods of Polk county this week, and if he finds any- 
thing cheap enough and good enough will make a pur- 
chase. 

The Eugene Lumber Company’s plant at Eugene, Ore., 
which was destroyed by fire a few weeks ago, is again 
ready for business, steam being raised for the first time 
last Tuesday. 

J. C. Huguley has sold the Lyons broom handle fac- 
tory at Coquille City, Ore., to Clayton Bros. He con- 
tracted with the purchasers for the output for two 
years. ; 

The Benson Logging Company, with headquarters in 
this city, has put in over 25,000,000 feet of logs already 
this season, and will run close to 40,000,000 feet before 
the season ends. Its largest camp is at Deep River, 
Wash., near the mouth of the Columbia river. 


CALIFORNIA LUMBER TRADE FEATURES. 

San Francisco, Cat., Aug. 4.—The month of July 
was very dull among the lumber manufacturers and deal- 
ers. It always is dull in July, and the dealer feels 
relieved when the month has passed in its checks. The 
receipts for July from Mendocino county -were but 
7,922,514 feet; from Humboldt county 4,002,279 feet; 
Del Norte county, 1,539,000, and from Oregon and 
Washington but 17,710,000 feet. Most of this went into 
the yards, 

The proposed export company is progressing slowly 
but surely. Up to July 31 the following mills had sub- 
scribed for the amount of stock allotted to each: Union 
Lumber Company, Pacific Lumber Company, McKay & 
Co., L. E. White Lumber Company, Mendocino Lumber 
Company, Hobbs, Wall & Co., Eel River Valley Lumber 
Company and Flanigan, Brosman & Co. The other mills 
will probably sign as soon as their directors meet and 
go through the usual formalities. ‘That the company 
will be formed there can be no doubt, for the mill own- 
ers see that some steps must be taken to open a larger 
market for their product, and the east is looked upon 
as the chosen spot. The Santa Fe railroad has now 
made its way into San Francisco and it is hoped that 
some kind of competition will spring up between the 
Southern Pacific road and the Santa Fe which will 
result in lower freight rates not only to Missouri river 
points, but to the entire east. With a large stock from 
which to select and lower freight rates, there can be no 





reason offered why redwood should not become a staple 
article in every lumber yard in the east. 

O. W. Price, of the forestry branch of the agricultural 
department at Washington, who has been in the state 
supervising the experiments and studies made among 
the redwood forests of Del Norte and Humboldt coun- 
ties, has left here and is now on his way to Washing- 
ton, visiting the gangs of students who are at work in 
Washington and Montana, R. T. Fisher, with a party 
of twelve, has spent a month in Del Norte county, and 
the party is now at Trinidad working their way down 
through Humboldt county. Their report on redwood 
forests will be of interest to all. 

J. G. Jackson, president of the Caspar Lumber Com- 
pany, and the oldest lumberman in California, being 
between eighty and ninety years old, has been quite ill 
for some time, but is once more on the street attending 
to his large interests. Despite his advanced age Mr. 
Jackson has far more energy than some of his younger 
brethren. 

Forest fires are raging in the southern part of the 
state, devastating a large area. The northern portion 
of the state is escaping this year. 





PACIFIC COAST NOTES. 


The lumber yards on the southern California coast are 
very low in stocks at the present time on account of 
the vessel shortage. 

H. Pitcher, of Napavine, Wash., has bought the tim- 
ber on 448 acres of land, estimated at 15,000,000 feet, 
for $4,600. 

C. E. Burrows & Co. have secured 3,000 acres of tim- 
ber land near the Humptulips river, tributary to Aber- 
deen, Wash., and are establishing a logging works, 

The Wishkah river, near Aberdeen, Wash., is com- 
pletely filled with logs for two or three miles, obstruct- 
ing navigation, and the boom company is threatened 
with prosecution. 

Mining companies in Utah have been embarrassed by 
a notice from the special agent of the government land 
office that they will be held responsible for any stolen 
timber found in their possession. Inasmuch as nearly 
all the timber now available in Utah has been cut in 
more or Jess open violation of the law, some of the com- 
panies have entirely suspended purchases until they can 
find exactly where they stand under this policy of the 
special agent, and are short of timbers for actual opera- 
tions. 

Capt. Weir, of the steamer “Katie Weir,” of Portland, 
Ore., advocates the construction of a floating saw mill, 
to be towed about and to utilize the stranded logs in 
the various rivers. 

The United States geological survey estimates the 
total amount of standing timber in Washington at 
114,778,000,000 feet board measure, of which more than 
nine-tenths is west of the Cascade range. 

Operatives in the planing mill of San Francisco and 
vicinity have made a demand for an eight-hour day to 
go into effect August 13. Forty-seven planing mill own- 
ers have posted notices that the demand will be denied. 
Nine and ten hours a day is the present rule. 





THE DUBUQ. E OUTING. 





Lumbermen of the Middle River Metropolis Provide 
a Rare Treat— Five Hundred Participate. 


Dubuque, Iowa, Aug. 4.—The fourth annual outing 
and excursion given Thursday evening by the local 
lumber, sash and door manufacturers was certainly the 
most delightful event of the present summer season and 
in attendance and socially surpassed that of two years 
ago, last year’s event being a banquet and band concert 
at one of the parks. The excursion was given for the 
patrons and friends of the hosts and besides the city 
guests there were nearly 200 out-of-town retail lumber- 
men present, making up a party of 527 aboard the 
steamer Pilot and two barges. It was more than an 
ordinary excursion, for it included a moonlight ride of 
forty miles on the picturesque Mississippi with a diver- 
sion of side attractions and accessories which made up 
a program of rare pleasure. 

The Pilot with barges steamed away from the levee at 
4:15 and backed out into midstream with its big cargo 
of human freight and then steamed majestically up river. 
The weather in the city was oppressively hot, but a 
breeze fanned the pleasure seekers and put everyone in 
the most pleasant mood. The Dubuque lumbermen have 
never done things by halves and on this occasion there 
was no exception. A large stock of both liquid and 
solid refreshments had been sent aboard. There was 
plenty of ice water for those who wanted ice water and 
there were other liquids for those lumbermen who like 
water in its place but not on a lumbermen’s outing. 
Caterer Dick was in charge of the solid refreshments and 
at 7 o’clock served ham sandwiches, cold chicken, pickles, 
olives, coffee, ice cream and cake in abundance. 

The Dubuque Military band rendered the following 
fine program of concert music, which proved an enjoyable 
feature of the trip: 


March—"Col. Whitesides”’...... .......00s Tyrrell 
Selection—‘‘Torquato ‘Tasso”............ Donizetti 
ES od b Adie ss 0''e de oe 6 his . ..Kilenberg 
~MORDCD GE AND TORIES oo as vic 0k ds cases ome Penn 
March—“Iown Battleship”.... ........... Thomas 
“Leila,” Mexican serenade.............. Chambers 
= Mae NOD -NMOMMN Es B'S. usin. wy. 050K aoc eileen ptglieretereee Hall 
Waltz—“Labella Serrana”...... ....... Severance 
PO RRs, Nhs LA ones os cee wo ccaee bs Deakin 
“La Paloma’’..... eR OR IT Yradier 
ee SS ere Pee OT EC Hall 


Humorous march—“The Jolly Coppersmith’... 
At 8 o’clock dancing was announced and to the dance 


barge flocked the younger element, who danced to two- 
steps and waltzes played by the band. 

The traveling salesmen of the local lumber houses 
were called in to assist in entertaining the trade and 
they did it in a manner that only they themselves can do. 

The Pilot steamed north to Specht’s Ferry and passed 
Dubuque on the down trip about 10 o’clock, and went five 
miles below the city, returning to the city and landing 
at 11 o’clock. 

The hosts were the members of the following Dubuque 
manufacturing firms: 


Carr, Ryder & Adams Company. 

Farley & Loetscher Manufacturing Company. 
Rumpf-Frudden Lumber Company. 

Dubuque Wooden Ware & Lumber Company. 
Ott, Meuser & Co. 

P. J. Seipples. 

Knapp, Stout & Co. Company. 


The following is a list, so far as it was possible to 
obtain, of the out-of-town guests who were present: 


George A. Davis, Fayette. 
I. C. Leach, Independence. 
Henry Seise, wife and daughter, Warren. 
W. H. Meyer, Sumner. 
H. C. Ehrke, wife and daughter, Dundee, III. 
J. F. Keve, Arlington. 
I’. W. Annis. 
George McGee and wife, Farley. 
Pr. F. Newhouse, Spring Grove, Minn. 
James McArthur and wife, Cresco. 
8S. C. Iwine. 
Cc. W. Jordy and wife, Oneida, Ia. 
William Schlick, Worthington. 
C. G. Bigelow, New Hampton, Ia. 
J. W. Klemme, HKlma, Ia. 
Thomas Blamer and daughter, Independence. 
G. Staehle, Earlville. 
C.F. Bryant . 
J. W. Daly, wife and daughter, Rock Falls. 
Walter R. Kleinpell and wife, Cassville. 
R. M. Merriam and wife, Ryan. 
F. S. Smith, Stacyville. 
M. L. Hollister and wife, Anamosa. 
H. B. Simeff, Chadwick, Ill 
George I’. Crane, Rowley. 
M. J. Murphy, Ellsworth, Minn. 
KB. R. Stone, Delhi. 
James Copeland and wife, Fredericksburg. 
W. W. Brant, jr., Waterloo. 
George W. Hotchkiss, Chicago. 
William Becker, Fort Atkinson. 
A. J. Crays, Lime Springs. 
A. F. Robinson and wife, Winthrop. 
Mr. Hunt and wife, Manstead. 
Mr. Hoebecker and wife, Manchester. 
W. J. Geiger, Baileyville. 
J. H. Dunlop, Glen Haven. 
I. fF. Danbenberger and wife, McGregor. 
John Friemann, Dyersville. 
John M. Davis and wife, Hopkinton. 
Cc. W. Fairchild, Manchester. 
J. . Bryant, Cedar Falls. 
Otto Germar, Vo!ga, Ia. 
I). A. Taylor and wife, Galena, IIl., 
. Schott and wife, Charles City. 
. A. Thomas, Charles City. 
G. FE. Rochford, Devon. 
N. J. Schuck and wife, Kent, II. 
A. Keeler, wife and daughter, Kent, Ill. 
Hl. B. Zartman and wife, I*reeport, Ill. 
William Hoskins, Galena, III. 
ik. J. Montgomery and wife, Misses Hattie Montgomery, 
Young and Bermingham, Galena, Ill. 
Thomas Ives, Guttenburg. 
L. H. Carpenter, Fredericksburg. 
John Weckenborth, red J. Weckenborth and George Bla- 
mer, Independence. 
TT. J. Bermingham, Galena. 
James Armstrong, wife and daughter, Dyersville. 
J. S. Byrne, Cresco. 
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NEWS. 


The Wilson Lumber Company, which has been operat- 
ing at Wilson, W. Va., will soon move to a location two 
miles from Fairfax, Tucker county, that state. It will 
build about ten miles of narrow gage road, for which a 
locomotive has already been received. Fairfax is the 
highest point of the West Virgina Central railroad over 
the Alleghany mountains. - 

The Southern Lumber & Supply Company, Tampa, 
Fla., is building a large dock to accommodate its export 
business. 

The Longview Lumber Company, recently burned out 
at Prescott, Ark., has rebuilt and is in full operation 
again. 

Paducah, Ky., is to have a large stave factory, which 
will be removed by Hiram Blow & Son from Central City. 

The Florida Naval Stores & Commission Company, of 
Jacksonville, Fla., has purchased over 200,000 acres of 
timber land, most of which will be operated this season. 


J.C. Teller, Denver, Col., has purchased 1,600 acres of 
timber land in the Medicine Bow mountains and will 
establish tie camps. 

Arizona lumbermen are foraging for men in Wisconsin 
and Michigan, offering $26 to $30 a month and board. 
Labor is scarce in that section. 

It is stated that at Vancouver, B. C., there are enough 
charters ahead to keep the mills busy far into the win- 
ter. There will be over 25,000,000 feet shipped from 
Vancouver within the next ninety days, outside of large 
shipments from other mills in that vicinity. It is 
thought that the timber output for the year will exceed 
any previous year. 

Maximiliano Dorenberg has obtained a five years’ con- 
cession for the cutting of mahogany and cedar and the 
extraction of gums and resins upon government land in 
the state of Chiapas, Mexico. The contract is subject to 
an extension of five years by mutual agreement. The con- 
cessionaire pays at the beginning of each year $1.50 a 
tree for each tree of mahogany which he purposes to cut 
during the year; also $18 a ton for chicle and $24 a ton 
for rubber; $1 a year for every hectare of land (2.47) 
acres) put under cultivation, and 50 cents a year for 
each head of cattle pastured. 
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The Record. 


Alabama. 


Beaver Meadow—The Bradley Timber Company has been 
organized: E. G. Bradley and N. BE. Turner, stockholders. 

Fairford—The Old Seaboard Lumber Company has been 
succeeded by the Tombigbee Lumber Company. 

Florence—The Bellamy Planing Mill Company has incor- 
porated with an authorized capital of $15,000. 

Arizona. 

Yuma—The Yuma Ice Company will open a lumber yard 

in conjunction with its business. 
Colorado. 

Cripple Creek—The State Lumber & Trading Company 
has incorporated with an authorized capital of $100,000. 
*e Connecticut. 

Stamford—Ungemach & Acker are out of business. 


Delaware. 
Wilmington—The Beaver Coal & Lumber Company has 
engaged in business with a capital of $200,000. 


Florida. 


Standard—I. A. Dye & Co., of Vandervoort, Ark., are 
operating a saw mill here, 


Georgia. 

Alapaha—The Vinton Lumber Company has been incor- 
porated with a capital of $50,000. Incorporators : b 
Vinton and T. E. Vinton, of Alapaha, and W. B. Seymour, 
of Cordele. 

Ellabell—Brown, Peavy & Co. are succeeded by Brown 
& Gay, J. N. Peavy retiring. 

Rhine—Fred Peterson is engaged in the manufacture of 
hardwood lumber. 

Screven—MecMillan, Mattox & Co. 
manufacture cross ties. 





have organized to 


Illinois. 


Chesterfield—Edward Munger is out of the lumber busi- 
ness here—Charles Wilton will open a lumber yard. 

Chicago—The A. R. Beck Lumber Company has been 
succeeded by the White River Lumber Company, whose 
paid up capital is $75,000.—The Howard & Hendrickson 
Company has dissolved partnership and is succeeded by 
the &. S. Hendrickson Lumber Company—The Thompson 
& Bonnell Lumber Company, of Grand Rapids, Mich., has 
opened an office at 504 Great Northern building.—The Rog- 
ers Lumber Company is selling out. 

Dahlgren—Garrison & Moulding have been succeeded by 
J. W. Goin & Sons. . 

Madison—The East Side Planing Mill 
the manufacture of sash, doors, blinds, etc. , 

Morris—T. H. Ross has taken into partnership his 
daughter and I. N. R. Beatty, his nephew; otherwise there 
has been no change in his business, which is operated as 
the T. H. Ross Company. 

Indiana. 

Amo—J. N. Phillips has been succeeded in the lumber 
business by W. E. Furnas. 

Colfax—H. A. Langton & Co. are out of the hardwood 
lumber business at this point. 

South Bend—Henry Eckler has been succeeded by the 
Henry Eckler Manufacturing Company, incorporated, with 
a capital of $10,000. ; 

Stroh—Il. Perkins has engaged in the lumber business. 

lowa. 

Alden—Plitch & Crawford recently started in the lum- 
ber business here. 

Blencoe—Freeland, Holbrook & Co., 
the lumber business here. 

Davenport—The Woodruff-Kroy Company has incorporated 
with a capital of $24,000, to manufacture staves, hoops, etc. 

Dubuque—Lorenz Eberhardt has engaged in the manu- 
facture of sash, doors, blinds, etc. 

Nora Springs—The Stewart Brothers Lumber Company 
has been succeeded by George EK. Joslin & Co. 

Oskaloosa—The Oskaloosa Planing Mill Company has 
sold its plant to the Oskaloosa Woodworking Company, 
which is composed of the J. A. & George Kalbach Lumber 
Company, the C. M. Porter Lumber Company and W. Burn- 
side & Son; the retiring proprietors are J. H. Mateer and 
I. P. Brewer. 

Parkersburg—J. A. Foote & Co. have been succeeded in 
the lumber business by Charles Chapman. 

Parnell-Burke & Dwyer have recently started a yard here. 

Kansas. 

Burns—H. Phillips is out of the lumber business here. 

Morrowville—R. 8S. Reeves is out of the lumber business 
here. 

Woodruff—A. A. Underwood has been succeeded by the 
Foster Lumber Company, of Kansas City, Mo. 


Kentucky. 


Frankfort—E. J. Roberts will engage in the planing mill 
business. 


has engaged in 





of Onawa, are in 


Louisiana. 
Fisher—The Louisiana Longleaf Lumber Company las 
increased its capital to $300,000. 
Michigan. 
Boyne Falls—Guy M. Davis has been succeeded in the 
saw and shingle mill business by J. J. Robbins. 


Caledonia—J. W. Colburn & Co. have been succeeded by 
Rosenburg & Bauman. 
Coral—E. E. Fales has sold his interest in the Coral 


Lumber Company to his brother, Fales, of 
Detroit. 


Gills Pier—Wilbur I’. Gill is reported removing to Beaver 


Bingley R. 


Island. 

Hillsdale—The Buchanan Screen Works has been suc- 
ceeded by the American Screen Door Company, which has 
removed to Adrian, Mich. 

Jonesville—Cook & Tracy have been succeeded by Nelson 

. Cook. 

Marshall—Carver & Carter have succeeded C. 8S. Hamilton. 

Menominee—The Wolverine Cedar & Lumber vr ae has 
incorporated with an authorized capital of $50,000. 

Minnesota. 

Little Falls—George Nichols has sold to C. B. Buckman 
his interest in the logging outfit of Buckman & Nichols. 

Montevideo—Gustav Eliason has been succeeded by G 
Eliason & Co. 

Tamarack—The Sandy River Lumber remarry. recently 
incorporated, has engaged in the saw mill and lumber busi- 
ness here. 

Missouri. 


New Madrid—The Mann and Garanplo Land & Lumber 
Company has been incorporated with a capital of $20,000. 
Incorporators: David Mann, Lillie Mann, W. H. Gar- 
anplo, New Madrid, and Fred Mann, Henderson, Ky. 

Be Louis—The Freeman Lumber Company, of Millville, 
Ark., will establish selling headquarters at 506 Fullerton 
building, with J. A. Freeman and M. C. Smith in charge. 

Seymour—The William J. Trimble Lumber Company has 
been succeeded by the Ozark Land & Lumber Company, of 

inona. 

Montana. 


Great Falls—The Holter Lumber Company is closing out. 
Nebraska. 


Touhy—Albert Phelps recently began in the lumber busi- 
ness here. 


New York. 

Batavia—Charles Johnson has engaged in the lumber 
and coal business. 

Lowville—The Aldrich, Dean & Aldrich mill property at 
Natural Dam and 33,000 acres of forest land on the 
Oswagatche river have passed into the hands of the Ald- 
rich Paper Company, which has organized with a capital 
of $350,000. Directors: Newton Aldrich, of Gouverneur ; 
Alfred D. Remington, C. R. Remington, D. B. Gotham, George 
R. Kemp, Nelson R. Coswell and Samuel Child, of Water- 


town. 
Ohio. 


Gagan. M. Kerr & Co. have been succeeded by 
the J. . Kerr Company. 

Huron—Fries & Rand will discontinue business. 
: Lexington—Lutz Brothers have been succeeded by William 
wutz. 

Oklahoma Territory. 

Enid—J. P. Marshall & Co. are out of business. 

Glencoe—The Spurrier Lumber Company, of Stillwater, 
has engaged in business here. 

Ripley—The Spurrier Lumber Company, 
has engaged in business here. 


Oregon. 

Portland—J. A. Martin & Co. have been succeeded b 
the Oregon Sash & Door Company, incorporated.—The Nort 
Pacific Planing Mill Company has been succeeded by the 
Oregon Sash & Door Company. 


Pennsylvania. 
Ashland—H. F. Bright has sold his lumber yard to J. 
M. and D. J. Bright. 
Philadelphia—Hudson & Manning have been succeeded by 
William P. Manning. 


South Carolina. 
Cheraw—The Palmetto Lumber Company has incorpo- 
rated with a capital of $75,000. r 
Georgetown—The Atlantic Coast Lumber Company has 
purchased the entire plant, timber lands and tramways of 
the Tilghman Lumber Company. 


South Dakota. 
Sisseton—The J. C. Hill Lumber Company is selling out. 
Tyndall—Ptak Brothers have purchased the entire lum- 
ber stock of the J. J. Worker Lumber Company and will 
move the stock to their yards. 


Tennessee. 

Chattanooga—-The Ferd Brenner Lumber Company, of 
Cincinnati, has incorporated with a capital of $40,000 and 
will establish a branch yard here. 

Clarksville—The J. H. McFall Lumber Company has been 
incorporated with a capital of $25,000. ncorporators : 
Wesley Drane, J. M. CcCrae, M. Savage, 8S. Ford and H. 
N. Leech. 

Mount Pleasant—F. W. Snead & Co. are closing out 
their lumber yards here. 

Jackson—Taylor & Lawrence have been succeeded by Tay- 
lor, Lawrence & Co. 

Portland—W. C. Dyer is out of the planing mill busi- 
ness here. 

Tullahoma—George W. Steagall is out of the saw mill 
business here. 


of Stillwater, 


Texas. 
Hillsboro—The Hillsboro Lumber & Grain Company has 
started recently. 
Orange—The J. T. Hart Lumber Company has organ- 
ized with a capital stock of $15,000. 


Utah. 

Salt Lake City—The Tennessee River Lumber Company 
has incorporated with a capital of $20,000 to deal in tim- 
ber lands and manufacture lumber, with its main offices 
here.—McClain & Luellwitz have engaged in the whole- 
sale lumber business with office at 215 South Main street. 


Virginia. 

Clifton Forge—The Virginia Boom & Lumber Company 
has engaged in the lumber business with a capital stock 
of $5,000. 

Friendship—Vail & Mountain recently began here in the 
lumber business. 

Luray—A. C. Painter has purchased a one-half interest 
in the Luray _— mill operated by Schwartz & Hersh- 
berger, who will continue the business as heretofore. 


Waynesboro—W. H. Lavel is out of business. 


Washington. 
‘ Capiio—D. J. Platt has been succeeded by Platt & 
.ooker. 

Chehalis—The Mealy Lumber Company has sold a one- 
half interest in its saw mill and timber lands to Henr 
Allen and George Allen, of Little Falls, Minn. A. H. 
Mealy, president; James H. Miller, manager, and Henry 
Allen, secretary and treasurer. 

Covington—The Susie Creek Lumber & Manufacturing 
Company has been incorporated with a capital of $20,000. 

Everett—Rudolph Weidauer, formerly of Merrill, Wis., 
has — started in the lumber business here. 

Fruitland—mM. 8. Little has started in the saw mill busi- 
ness recently. 

Hamilton—The Hamilton Shingle Company has sold to 
Sylvester & Swafford. 

LaCenter—The Columbia Mill & Tie Company has incor- 
porated to engage in the saw mill business. 

Seattle—The Lake Washington Logging & Fuel 
pany has incorporated with a capital of $5,000. Incorpo- 
rators: Fred. 8. Twitchell, Floyd 8. Twitchell and 8. J. 
Robertson. 


Sultan—Owen & Son have sold out to the Cedar Mill 


Company. 
West Virginia. 


Parkersburg—The Holland Timber Company has been 
incorporated with a capital of $1,000,000. Incorporators: 
W. S. McFall, of Cleveland, O.; Otto Sell, H. M. Winters, 
George W. Hun and Doctor S. J. Webster, of Brooklyn, O. 

Wisconsin. 

Dudley—Hurlbut & Phillips have been succeeded by A. 
Hurlbut. 

Eau Pleine—Thomas Petty is out of business here. 

Hudson—tThe Interstate Manufacturing Company has been 
succeeded by the Hudson Box Company, incorporated, with 
a capital of $30,000. 

Norrie—A. H. Wilson has been succeeded by H. H. Clausen. 


Com- 





NEW IiILLs. 





Idaho. 

Lewiston—Governor Schofield, of Wisconsin, and others 
have purchased 10,000 acres of _ land along the Clear- 
water river and will erect a mill. 

Indiana. 
Angola—Croxton & Butz have just completed a band mill. 
Kentucky. 

Louisville—The Norman Lumber Company will erect an 
extensive saw mill plant. 

Mount Sterling—J. W. Clay has sold a one-half interest 
in 4,683%4 acres of timber land in Menefee county to J. 
L. Lombard, of Hastings, Mich. Messrs. Lombard & Cla 
will build a narrow gage railroad about five miles in lengt 
and erect a large saw mill. 


Massachusetts. 


Holyoke—The Connecticut Valley Lumber Company will 
build a large plant for the purpose of kyanizing lumber. 


Michigan. 
Almont—R. K. Farnum will rebuild the saw and planing 
mill destroyed by fire recently. 
Minnescta. 
Tower (near)—The St. Croix Lumber Company will erect 
a large saw mill. 
Montana. 
Lothrop—The Western Lumber Company is building a 
large saw mill plant. 


North Carolina. 

Brevard—The Toxaway Company, organized for water 
} ae development, will erect a large saw and planing mill, 
ry kiins, ete., near here. 

Sees cae Ritter Lumber Compe has completed 
a new lumber plant with a capacity of 100,000 feet a day. 

Pineola—The Ritter Lumber Company, of West Virginia, 
will built a mill with an average capacity of 75,000 feet 


a day. 
New York. 
Long Island City—-The Long Island Milling Company 
will erect a sash and blind factory to cost $11,000. 
Lowville—The Aldrich we Company will build a mill 
with a daily capacity of 25 to 35 tons. 
Pennsylvania. 
Rochester—William Miller & Sons, with offices in Pitts- 
burg, will build a two-story addition to their plant here. 
Tennessee. 
Bristol—James Strong & Co., of Philadelphia, will prob- 
ably erect a saw mill near here. 
Crossville—The Campbell Coal Company will build large 
saw mills in this vicinity. . 
Virginia. 
Abingdon (near)—-The Empire Lumber Company is build- 
ae saw mill in the Shady Valley district. 
ichmond (near)—A saw mill will be erected by a 
stock concern to develop 2,500 acres of timber land. HB. 
B. Davis is the head of the concern and will oversee in!- 


tial operations. 
West Virginia. 


Ritter’s Siding—The C. L. Ritter Lumber Company will 
probably rebuild as soon as possible its plant, destroyed by 
fire July 27. 


Wisconsin, 
Merrill—The A. H. Stange Company will install a new 
Allis telescopic band mill. 
Ontario. 
Ingersoll—James Radford is building a new saw mill. 





CASUALTIES. 





Arkansas. 
Wabbaseka—J. S. McDonnell’s cotton gin and lumber mill 
were destroyed by fire recently. Loss, $5,000. Uninsured. 
Delaware. : 
Seaford—This town recently suffered a loss of about 
$50,000 by fire, in which the lumber yards of Bacon & 
ag also the lumber yards, mills and warehouse of 
Wilbur Hurley were destroyed, ae with seven dwellings 
and the wholesale iley & Co. Insurance 


unknown. 
Maryland. 


Pocomoke City—Schoolfield & Barnes recently suffered 
a loss of about $40,000 by fire originating in their saw mill. 
Michigan. 

Mayville—A. L. Bryant’s saw and shingle mill, also the 
electric light plant, 40,000 feet of lumber and a quantity 
of shingles, etc., were destroyed by fire July 30. Loss $6,000; 
no insurance. 

Tower—The general store of the Finan & Barry Lum- 
fd A aaa has been destroyed by fire. Loss, $5,000. Un- 
nsured. 


store of 


New Hampshire. 

Henniker—A fire August 1 destroyed the saw mill of 
George W. T. Dow, the saw mill and box factory of Fred 
B. Dow and two dwellings. 


New York, 
Richville (near)—The large lumber mill of Andrew Negus 
was burned July 22, together with about 25,000 feet of 
lumber. Insurance $1,000. 


Ohio. 
Cleveland—The Cuyahoga Lumber Company lost one of 
its mills by fire August 4. Estimated loss $15,000; well 
insured. O. Dubray & Co., ——— the upper portion 
= Looe mill, lost $5,000, insured. n employee was fatally 
urned, 
Pennsylvania. 

Fearnot—W. Scott Fisher’s saw mill was totally destroyed 
recently. Loss about $1,500. 

Summerhill—John T. Long's planing mill and lumber yard 
were burned August 6. Loss $40,000; no insurance. 
Tennessee. : 
st 2 a fire destroyed the novelty mills 
and lumber yards of W. B. Earthman & Co. and the ware- 
house of J. R. Hale & Sons. Loss about $125,000, with 
insurance for about two-thirds value. A negro boy was 
burned to death. 


viz Murfreesboro—Au:; 


Texas. 

Orange—Three large dry kilns of the Lutcher & Moore 
Lumber Company and 60,000 feet of kiln dried lumber 
were destroyed by fire July 31. Total loss about $15,000. 
Partially insured. New kilns will be rebuilt immediately. 

Washington, 


Ballard—The Winsor Lumber Company's dry kiln was 
destroyed by fire July 30, together with 1,500,000 shingles. 
Loss, $6,000. Insurance, $2,500. 

Seattle—The plants of the Pacific Door Company and 
the Washington Wood Pipe Stave Company were destroyed 
by fire which originated in a dust explosion July 30. A 
carload of lumber and shingles was also burned. otal loss 


about $20,000. 
West Virginia. 


Ritter’s Siding—The C. L. Ritter Lumber Company’s mill 

was destroyed by fire July 27. 
Wisconsin. 

Ashland—Three docks, two warehouses and 50,000,000 
feet of white pine lumber were destroyed by fire in the 
Barker & Stewart and the Keystone Lumber Company’s 
yards, involving an aggregate loss of $1,000,000. 
on the docks is estimated at $100, , and on tramways 
and other property about $50,000. W. H. 

,000, feet; insured for $32,500. The Edward Hines 
Lumber Company’s insurance on the lumber on Barker & 
Stewart’s docks was $211,000. The Keystone Lumber Com- 
pany’s insurance was $131,000. Barker & Stewart’s insur- 
ance on tramways was $5,000. 

BBP PP LF IIIS ISIS 


The second-hand lumber in an old grain elevator in 
Wichita, Kan., was recently sold by weight instead of 
board measure, a relation between the two systems 
having first been estimated by both weighing and 
measuring one load and computing the price per hun- 
dredweight, or ton, upon that basis. 
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Table Showing Exact Amount and Kinds of Lumber Exported From attest Port of the United. States for the Month Ending June 30, 1900. 
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NEW BRUNSWICK NEWS. feet of lumber and 26,023 cubic feet of timber, but in Fish, barrels....... ...... 1,500 100,000 
order to realize the prosperity of this place one has but Oysters, barrels....... 15,000 30,000 
Sr. Joun, N. B., Aug. 4.—Up to August 1 the Fred- aie P : Wool, pounds...... ....... 50,000 10,000 


ericton Boom Company on the St. John river had rafted 
as follows: 








Average 
tonnage. 
Trans-Atlantic charters........... 9 1,493 
WEE MNNED So 55s 0s pecan cee ete 6 897 
CI nev eka Nae we Rs 4 256 
UN init. che ias hema Ke eeKee 9 3,549 
Totals and total tonnage...... 31 35,335 
OCI TERE: WEE s ot 6 cktceenus 26 21,226 


The saw mill, general store and dwellings, with farm 
and 203 square miles of timber limits belonging to the 
estate of the late Hugh McLean, of Salmon River, Queens 
county, were offered at auction this week and were bid 
in by George McKean for Mrs. McLean at $31,750. 
This did not include the stock in the store. 

On the Miramichi last week the right to cut the tim- 
ber on a 400-acre block of land was sold for $3,215. 
The purchaser is only permitted to cut trees that will 
make a log 18 feet long and 9 inches at the top. 

Not for years has the coastwise trade in lumber been 
as dull as at present. The rate by schooner on lumber 
from St. John to New York is down to $2, and vessels 
are not wanted even at that rate. Very little lumber 
of any kind is going from this port to the American 
market. There have been large shipments to the old 
country during the last month, but high freights affect 
new business. 

A cable from St. Johns, Newfoundland, tells of the 
destruction this week by fire of the sawmill, several 
million feet of lumber and a settlement of over a hun- 
dred houses at White Bay on that island. 


COMMERCE OF THE PORT OF PASCAGOULA. 


Moss Pornt, Miss., August 7.—The port of Pasca- 
goula, Miss., so well known in the lumber world, is one 
of the many ports on the gulf which is making rapid 
strides in a commercial way. It is surrounded by a fine 
farming and timber country, while the river for a dis- 
tance of fifteen miles is a line of saw mills, in addition 
to the thriving towns which are located at intervals of 
every five miles. Among these towns are Scranton and 
Moss Point, each having a population of about 5,000 and 
possessing the advantages of towns twice that size. 

The exports for the past week amounted to 2,461,206 


to glance at the annual figures compiled by the Pasca- 
goula Commercial Club, a copy of which has been handed 
the writer by President F. H. Lewis. 

The figures follow and tell the story which speaks 
volumes for this section. They are for the year ending 
June 30, 1900. 


Vessels Cleared From Pascagoula 


Tonnage. 

ss Ge STUNG adc ard laced wines 217 111,518 
To Gomestie Ports. «0.6 ccccnecees 36 12,827 
RMU sd) Ww aiear > mada oeme 253 124,342 


Foreign Exports Cleared Trough Horn Is'and Herbor. 


Board feet. Value. 





Pee - 28,924,583 $ 352,658 
Tee GRR. émekxies 6,982,590 86,432 
TAs Wek 656. dececns 886,750 9,881 

Shiba G ated e es 36,793,923 $ 448,971 


Foreign Exports Loaded at ShipIsiand and Cleared Through Pa ca- 
goule and Biloxi, 





Board feet. Value. 

SO kawicds «etscudwes 27,461,682 $ 371,490 

MOR oss. cossenes 18,828,904 213,369 

Fee BOW i css sbease 11,796,144 140,142 

Rc. neeeci ree de 58,086,730 $ 725,001 
Grand total foreign exports 
manufactured at Pasca- 
goula and shipped via Horn 

Island or Ship Island... 94,880,653 $1,173,972 


Domestic Exports Manufactur. d at Pascagoula 








Board feet. Value. 
Lumber’ cleared’ through 
port of Pascagoula...... 16,683,906 $ 200,206 
Lumber shipped coastwise, 
not listed by custom house 15,000,000 150,000 
Lumber shipped by rail, ete. 15,000,000 120,000 
Dé "Wek aededtmae 46,683,906 $ 470,000 
Grand total manufactured 
at Pascagoula, both for- 
eign and domestic.......... 141,564,559 $1,644,178 
lliscellaneous Products. 
Creosoted lumber, timber, 
piles, ete., by rail, board 
pO eee Per or 5,000,000 $ 150,000 
Resin, barrels... .... ee 50,000 150,000 
Turpentine, barrels......... 15,000 225,000 


Charcoal, barrels........... 500,000 50,000 


Total value miscellaneaus products..$ 625,000 
Grand total value of all exporta........ 2,269,178 


The above table shows an increase in value of busi- 
ness of $217,866 over the previous year. 

The wood goods shipped from the Pascagoula district 
are well and favorably known in Europe, and the port 
itself is probably better known on the other side of the 
water than it is here at home. 

This port has brighter prospects ahead than ever 
before, owing to Uncle Sam’s efforts to give the district 
a deep water port. Two powerful dredges are now at 
work, and ere Jong vessels can take on full cargoes at 
the mills. All the mills are running, and a better feeling 
pervades the lumber market; prices are stiffening; 
inquiries are becoming more numerous and logs are to be 
had in abundance. 

The Louisville & Nashville railroad is building a large 
warehouse on the river front at Scranton, Miss., for the 
storage of turpentine, rosin and other up-river products. 

There is every reason why this section should become 
an important shipbuilding center. The yards are ful] 
of new and repair work, keeping every available ship 
carpenter busy. 

A. 8. Benn, so well known to the mill men of Moss 
Point, is summering with his family at the Cottage-by- 
the-Sea. 


SOPRA 


One of the pleasantest outing trips from Chicago is 
on the Graham & Morton line of steamers, which ply 
between this city and St, Joseph and Benton Harbor, 
Mich. The Graham & Morton fleet is one of the best on 
the chain of lakes. The four-hour trip across the lake is 
delightful in itself, and then the weary worker of the 
metropolis has an opportunity to see that which is alto- 
gether new to him—the beautiful country about St 
Joseph and Benton Harbor. Both these points are becom- 
ing favorite resorts for people of this vicinity. The novel 
feature of this line of boats is the fact that they operate 
a high-class vaudeville entertainment on each trip of 
their steamships. The main salon of each steamer has 
been fitted up as a miniature theater, and a stage has 
been built aft. 
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A WELL SPENT LIFE. 
(Continued from Front Page.) 


the north and south and desiring to enlist, Col. Loomis 
tendered his services to Governor Yates and was assigned 
to the coloneley of the Twenty-sixth regiment of [lli- 
nois volunteer infantry, which he had assisted in organ- 
izing. He had attained some local military prominence 
previous to this, having been interested in equipping 
and drilling the famous Chicago Light Guards, in which 
he held the rank of lieutenant 

Col, Loomis’ gallant record in command of the Twenty- 
sixth Illinois wel] justified his selection as its com- 
manding officer by Governor Yates. The war services of 
that brave body of men were characterized by brilliancy 
and valor and reflected to a great degree the dash and 
spirit of its commanding officer. The regiment engaged 
in fifty-seven battles and skirmishes, and its aggregate 
of marching during the three years of its service ag- 
gregated 6,931 miles. The regiment re-enlisted in 1864 
until the termination of the war and at that time Gov- 
ernor Yates wrote as follows: “When I selected Col. 
Loomis as the commanding officer of the regiment, it 
was not because he had raised it. I selected him be- 
cause of his ability to command, for his military talent 
and for his devotion to his country, and I was not mis- 
taken in the man. He has proved equal to the emer- 
gency. The names of New Madrid, of Island No. 10, of 
iuka, Corinth, Farmington, Vicksburg, Jackson, Tunnel 
Hill and Chattanooga which are inscribed upon its bat- 
tle-scarred flags and upon those fields which its valor 
won, afford ample evidence of the valuable service which 
was performed there. We have watched you through 
long and tedious marches, through sufferings and trials. 
In that memorable battle of Tunnel Hill we saw you 
march undismayed at the head of the army and receive 
for your valor the praise of your commanding generals, 
Grant and Sherman.” 

During his army service, Col. Loomis was for some 
time in command of the brigade to which his regiment 
was attached, and was twice recommended by General 
Grant and once by General Sherman for promotion to 
the rank of brigadier general. However, he did not re- 
enlist with the regiment, being somewhat broken in 
health as well as in purse, but returned to Chicago in 
August, 1864, and again started in selling lumber. At 
this time he was practically penniless and for several 
months he struggled along with indifferent success. In 
1865 was begun the building of the now famous Union 
stock yards in this city, and Col. Loomis, through his 
friendship with Col. R. M. Hough, who had charge of 
the work, was delegated to buy the lumber for the erec- 
tion of the buildings, sheds and pens that constituted 
the plant. This involved the purchase of about 10,000,- 
000 feet of lumber and gave the colonel a good start in 
the resumption of his former business. i 

A year or two afterward, James Ludington, his part- 
ner, who, as before stated, owned extensive pine lands 
in the vicinity of Manistee and Ludington, Mich., being 
in rather precarious health, wished to retire from the 
active control of those properties. He, therefore, made 
an arrangement with D. L. Filer, of Manistee, and with 
Col. Loomis, to purchase the standing timber and pay 
for it in manufactured Jumber. ‘To further this under- 
taking the Pere Marquette Lumber Company was organ- 
ized, in which the three gentlemen named, together with 
Luther L. Foster and his brother, E, A. Foster, the lat- 
ter now of Merrill, Wis., took an interest. It is said in 
connection with this transaction that not a dollar of 
cash investment was necessary. The property included 
a large body of timber completely surrounding Pere Mar- 
quette lake, and at that time aggregated probably 250,- 
000,000 feet of standing pine. The bargain involved 
the delivery by the two gentlemen named to James Lud- 
ington of a certain amount of lumber or its cash equiv- 
alent each year for ten years. This deal proved to be 
one of the bonanzas of the times. At the end of 
the ten years only a small portion of the pine had 
been cut, though several mill sites on Pere Marquette 
lake had been sold, besides a number of town lots, and 
Messrs, Loomis and Filer owned their interests in the 
Pere Marquette Lumber Company free of encumbrance. 
Col. Loomis, who made his headquarters in Chicago, had 
the sale of the entire lumber product and acquitted him- 
self of his part of the transaction with fidelity. The 
operations of the Pere Marquette Lumber Company con- 
tinued uninterruptedly prosperous for twenty years, the 
last timber having been cut only two years ago. The 
company made some additional purchases of timberland, 
however, and it is probable that its total cutting of tim- 
ber aggregated between 400,000,000 and 450,000,000 feet. 

Among those with whom Col. Loomis’ business and 
social life was more or less interwoven after he came 
out of the army was John McLaren, now vice-president 
of the Union National Bank, of this city. Mr. Mce- 
Laren had served in the army, and when he was mus- 
tered out he went into Col. Loomis’ office as bookkeeper 
and continued in that capacity for five years, In 1870 
Mr. McLaren was admitted to partnership and the firm 
was continued as John Mason Loomis & Co. This firm 
conducted a prosperous business up to 1885, when it was 
succeeded by McLaren & Morris, Col. Loomis retiring 
from active trade and Thomas G. Morris entering the 
firm. Mr. McLaren retired several years later and was 
succeeded by T. G. Morris & Co., which well known firm 
is still conducting a large trade in the cargo commission 
business at No. 2 Franklin street. 

In charitable work Col. Loomis was always deeply 
interested, and gave to it the same systematic support 
that he gave to his military and civil duties. He was 
an active member of the Chicago Relief and Aid Society, 
which did so much to care for the sufferers from the 
fire of 1871, and has ever since been prominent in reliev- 
ing the necessities of the needy and distressed, and 


was especially solicitous where the applicant was an old 
soldier. In 1878, in connection with various other mem- 
bers of the Loomis family, who still retained property 
bequeathed them by their ancestors at Windsor, Conn., 
he aided in establishing the Loomis Institute at that 
point, an institution for the free education of youth, to 
which was donated a tract of fifty acres of land, together 
with an endowment which is now being accumulated 
and is intended to reach $1,500,000 to $2,000,000 for its 
sustenance and maintenance. He was also interested in 
the Illinois National Guard, and was instrumental in 
raising a contribution of $50,000 to be expended in fur- 
nishing equipment for the several regiments compris- 
ing it, 

Col. Loomis was a charter member of the Loyal Le- 
gion, composed of commissioned officers serving during 
the War of the Rebellion, and in 1880 was elected vice- 
commander of the Illinois body. Four years later he 
was elected commander, succeeding General Phil Sheri- 
dan in that capacity. He was a member of George H. 
Thomas Post of the G. A. R., and held the honorary posi- 
tion of colonel for life of the veteran survivors of the 
Twenty-sixth regiment of Illinois volunteers. He was a 
firm believer in religion and was a member of Grace 
Episcopal church. He was also a prominent man in club 
circles, affiliating with the Chicago, Calumet, Union, 
Washington Park and Ontwentsia clubs. He _ never 
cared for political preferment, but was a firm believer 
in the principles of the republican party and voted in 
accordance with his convictions. He leaves no family 
aside from his wife, formerly Miss Mary Hunt, daugh- 
ter of Hon. Milo Hunt, of Chenango county, N. Y., who 
survives him. 


THE HERMIT AS A LUSBER MANUFACTURER 


The American Lumberman is pleased herewith to be 
able to reproduce an exterior and interior view of a 
hardwood manufacturing plant located about twenty- 
five miles from the city of Ashland, Wis., which, al- 








“THE HERMIT.” 


though it has been for some time in active operation, 
has hitherto, we believe, never received any newspaper 
attention. The sturdy looking individual shown in the 
views is not the proprietor of the mill, but is the force 
of employees, and we give herewith a portrait of the 
proud possessor of this manufacturing plant, who con- 





INTERIOR OF THE SAW MILL. 


ceals his real name under the title of “The Hermit.” 
An examination of the mechanical equipment dis- 

played in these views will at once indicate that it is 

not exactly in line with the latest products of modern 








THE POWER PLANT. 


machine shops. Some samples of the work of the mill 
may be seen in the manufactured stock lying in the 
foreground of the interior view. It is to be judged 
from the appearance, both of the mill and of its pro- 
prietor, that neither bears out very well the tales of big 
money to be made in the lumber business. It may be 
that the hermit lacks those social qualities for which 
lumbermen are noted, and, seeking his only society in 
the trees of the forest, is not sufficiently in touch with 
his brothers in the trade. If a machinery salesman 
were to get hold of him he could probably convince him 
that his lack of success was entirely due to his lack of 
modern machinery; but the American Lumberman, from 
its point of view, is forced to assign another reason. 

It is because he does not advertise. 

BPP LOOIOIII II 

GREAT TRADE PROSPECTS IN NEBRASKA. 

OMAHA, Nes., Aug. 6.—The lumber market in this 
section of the west is quiet, but the volume of business 
is satisfactory. The corn crop is now practically safe 
and this means a good deal to the lumber interests. It 
is no unusual thing for retail dealers through the state 
to let their stocks run down to the very lowest stage 
until it is certain the corn will be “made.” ‘Then they 
stock up in a hurry, for they know hundreds of con- 
sumers all over the state are waiting for this very thing 
to make purchases. It is surprising just what effect 
the crop situation has on the lumber trade of this sec- 
tion of the Mississippi river country. All the retailers 
recognize the conditions as well as the jobbers. 

Omaha jobbers as a rule report business rather quiet 
but are satisfied with the situation. They say some 
new stocks are being put in and a few transfers made. 
They expect a fine business this fall and retailers report 
their prospects good for fall business, 

A number of Omaha and Nebraska lumbermen will 
attend the Hoo-Hoo celebration at Marshalltown, Sept. 
8 and in turn expect a large attendance of the Hoo- 
Hoo of that state here Sept. 23, during the festival week. 
The Hoo-Hoo will have a day here on that occasion and 
promise a warm time. 

Gould Dietz, representing C. N. Dietz, fell from a 
street car in Omaha last week and was seriously injured. 
Mr. Dietz is known to the trade throughout the west, 
as he is on the road a good deal for his concern. 

Building in Omaha took an upward turn during the 
past week, work commencing on the Kingman building. 
A large quantity of lumber is being used in this structure. 

The Nye & Schneider Company, of Fremont, is build- 
ing several large elevators along the Elkhorn at present, 
using great quantities of lumber. 

James White, manager for the H. F. Cady Lumber 
Company, is telling some stories of rare sport with the 
rod these days, but he is sticking pretty close to business 
at present, preparing for a big fall chicken hunt. The 
sporting element among the retail lumbermen of the 
state is having a good deal of trouble these days trying 
to stop the illegal killing of prairie chickens through 
the western part of the state. In Holt county last week 
—_ caused several arrests for violations of the game 
aw. 

The F, H. Gilchrist Lumber Company, of Kearney, 
—— by a buyer on the local market this 
week, 

George A. Hoagland was out in the state last week 
looking over the retail lumber situation. 

Manager Dunn, of the C. N. Dietz yard, reports an 
ee os cedar posts in the state at present, 

ue probably to the farmers’ activity in prepari 
the fall fencing. <j ne 

The Bradford-Kinsler Lumber Company, of South 
Omaha, reports unusually active business through south- 
ern Nebraska just at present. Crops are exceedingly 
good in that section of the state and money is plentiful. 

The membership of the Nebraska Lumber Dealers’ 
Association is increasing steadily these days. 

Many of the mills and woodworking machine shops 
of the ne are idle at present, little demand appearing 
for manufactured stock. 
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THE HARDWOOD INDUSTRY. 





A Fair Export Business at Nashville—The Log Situation at Memphis—Optimistic Views of a 
Poplar Manufacturer—A [Mammoth West Virginia Tree—Arkansas Mills Can 
Now Get Logs. 





ALONG THE CUMBERLAND RIVER. 


NASHVILLE, TENN., Aug. 7.—Local lumber business is 
satisfactory, the time of year considered. The export 
business is good, one buyer having contracted with the 
railroads to move several hundred cars from Nashville 
during the next three months. Business is not brisk, 
but demand for lumber is constant. Poplar is in good 
demand, also plain white oak. Chestnut is next. Quar- 
tered oak is still-weak. 

W. B. Earthman & Co., one of the largest lumber con- 
cerns in the state, operating mills at both Nashville and 
Murfreesboro, sustained a severe loss by fire last 
Wednesday, when $125,000 of property,. included in 
which was much red cedar lumber, went up in smoke, 
in a fire at Murfreesboro. The fire broke out in the 
Novelty mills of W. B. Earthman & Co. It originated 
in the engine room of the factory, and was caused by 
some live coals falling in a heap of saw dust and shav- 
ings. At the time the engineer was out, and the fire 
had a great start before being discovered. As soon as 
discovered an alarm was turned in, but before the fire- 
men arrived the building was enveloped in flames. From 
the factory the flames spread rapidly, and on account 
of the low pressure of water the firemen were unable 
to do much toward saving property. When the cedar 
posts caught it was seen the lumber yard was doomed 
and an engine was telephoned for from Nashville. It 
went down on a special train, and after its arrival 
quickly put out the fire. Besides the loss to Karthman, 
which together with the factory, other buildings and 
lumber, amounts to about $125,000, $75,000 to $100,000 
of which is covered by insurance, the next largest loss 
was that of J. R. Hale & Co., who had 30,000 bushels of 
wheat destroyed. The destruction of so much red cedar 
again calls attention to the rapid disappearance of tliis 
valuable lumber from Tennessee. Years ago there were 
forests of it all through middle Tennessee, but they have 
gradually disappeared. It is becoming so scarce that 
it is used principally now in pencil factories, where for- 
merly it went for telegraph and telephone poles. 

Bellamy & Ellis will establish a saw mill near Kins- 
port, Tenn., to saw lumber for shipping purposes, 

Capt. T. M. Steger, a leading attorney of this city, 
Samuel Cohn and other gentlemen, have taken out a 
charter for the Waverly Timber & Iron Company, capital 
$50,000. 

After a shut-down of two months, Cathey & Lee have 
started up their barrel stave factory at Burns, Tenn. 

The new stave factory of I. F. McLean, at Kimmins, 
Tenn., has begun operations. 

The Southern Stave & Heading Company, situated at 
Somerville, Fayette county, has purchased a tract of 
timber in Fayette county, and located a factory thereon 
with a capacity of 80,000 staves a week. 

At a recent meeting of the stockholders of the Harms 
Milling Company, of Fayetteville, Tenn., it was ordered 
that the plant of the Eureka flouring mill be purchased 
at a cost of $12,000, and that new machinery, a cotton 
gin, and a saw mill be added. The plant is situated on 
Elk river on the Middle Tennessee and Alabama division 
of the Nashville, Chattanooga & St. Louis railway, and 
will be operated by water power. The officers chosen 
were G. F. Pitts, president; Charles Harms, vice-presi- 
dent; C. T. Harms, general manager; J. H. Harms, sec- 
retary; J. L. Caughran, treasurer. 





WESTERN TENNESSEE HARDWOOD NOTES. 


Mempuis, TENN., Aug. 8.—Lumbermen in this vicin 
ity are just now paying more attention to prospects for 
summer vacations than they are to either prices or 
conditions, though none of them has anything of a dis- 
couraging character to say regarding the future. They 
think that pretty soon after the vacation period for 
this section ends, about September 5, that business 
will open up and that prices will be stronger than they 
have been for three or four months, and that they will 
continue to go higher right along. To make a long 
story short, at present prices are going neither way. 

The log situation is probably the most interesting of 
all the phases to the Memphis district lumber indus- 
tries, and while all agree that there will be a scarcity 
early in the fall season, none of them seems disposed to 
go on the market and make heavy contracts for the 
future or large purchases for the present. They want 
to see logs go higher, and that is the great reason why 
they are not prodding the timber and log men for quo- 
tations and supply. Information is coming every day 
from all the surrounding country that the timber men 
are doing little work in the woods, and every week 
news is also received to the effect that some country 
mills are closing down. 

In discussing this question with the Lumberman cor- 
respondent today, a well posted dealer and manufacturer 
said: “Why should J, as a mill man, want to buy logs 
when all of us are after higher prices? There is no 
present stimulus for any such step, when, on the other 
hand, 1f the price of logs does go up, the price of lumber 
will have to go up also, and we can go buying along 
without taking chances on large contracts and stand a 
chance to make good money on a rising market. We 
would rather do business on a rising market, anyway, 
than to look to ‘cheap lots’ and snap sales. Such busi- 
ness I do not consider iegitimate and propose to con- 


tinue in the future as I have during this entire period of 
dullness—buy what logs I need and then follow the 
market. If it becomes stiff, then I will want to make 
good investments, but a dull market, no matter what 
we may think the future holds out for us, is not a good 
one upon which to buy any large amount of stuff.” 

In quartered white oak there is some stock accumu- 
lating in this district, but it is not a very large quantity, 
and the manufacturers are not inclined to the belief 
that it will become so heavy that there will be an effect 
apparent on the local market. Plain white oak and 
plain red oak are in good demand and the prices are 
probably a shade more advantageous than two or three 
weeks ago. The plain white oak is going at about $30, 
while the plain red oak is going at $25. Poplar is stiff 
at $32 and the lumbermen still look upon this lumber 
as one of the important mainstays to the market. 

Ocean rates on through business from Memphis are 
still lower than they were sixty days ago; in fact, they 
are under the last report made in these columns, and 
while the movement of stuff is not so heavy as it was 
anticipated to be, the exporters are doing a fair business 
and none of them is complaining. Rates from Missis- 
sippi points over the Yazoo & Mississippi Valley and the 
Illinois Central are in a better shape than they have 
been heretofore, much to the satisfaction of the manu- 
facturers, and it is believed that within a few weeks 
a large majority of the differences between the lumber- 
men and the railroads will have been settled. The lat- 
est action in their favor on the part of the railroad 
men came from the Memphis Car Service Association, 
and the demurrage question underwent a change which 
was really delightful. Heretofore the lumbermen have 
been kicking because they were taxed for car service 
during bad weather, but the rule on this subject was 
changed Monday and the new rule will become effective 
immediately. 

R. J. Darnell, of R. J. Darnell & Co., will leave Mem- 
phis in a few days for Europe for a tour of several 
months, and it is understood that he will close down his 
mill during his absence. 

J. W. Thompson, of the J. W. Thompson Lumber 
Company and president of the Memphis Lumbermen’s 
Club, will leave next week for a protracted stay in the 
east. 

Information has been given out to the effect that the 
new mill of the Memphis Saw Mill Company, now in 
course of erection, will begin operating September 1. 





IMPROVED POPLAR AND GENERAL CONDITIONS. 


CoLumBus, O., Aug. 6.—As to the trade conditions, we 
beg to say that in our experience July was a bit quiet, 
as we always will expect it to be, owing to so many 
large consumers taking account of stock and going away 
on a vacation, and showing the natural inclination in 
everyone to buy as little as possible in July. 

Our trade during July, 1900, was over three times as 
great as it was in 1899, and while many buyers have 
hesitated and insisted on buying on a lower basis, caused 
by a sort of stampede in other lines of lumber, we think 
the time is ripe and the conditions ripe for a trade that 
will take all the available lumber in poplar and hard- 
woods that is in shipping condition, and, in fact, it will 
hurry the mills to supply a normal demand. This is 
especially true in plain oak and poplar. 


We have recently investigated the poplar condition 
thoroughly, and find there is not over 60 percent of pop- 
lar on sticks today that there was twelve months ago. 
However, there has been an impression out that the 
June water brought a very abundant supply of logs. 
This water affected only about one-third of the produc- 
ing section, and is only a fair run at that. While there 
was a great number of pieces of timber that came out, 
they were of such small size that the aggregate of them 
does not represent very many million feet of lumber. - 

A seeming slump in poplar has been caused by a few 
middle men, who handle stock on a very close margin, 
preferring to unload rather than take a chance on the 
fall trade. A very ordinary demand is bound to make 
many items in poplar short in the supply, especially in 
firsts and seconds. The conditions have been the last 
few weeks that buyers could pick up a car or two in 
cases at near their own idea of price, but when they go 
to hunt a supply of twenty-five cars of any item, they 
find they will have to pay what it is worth, which we 
consider is as much as it has been bringing during the 
past twelve months. Poplar and hardwoods are bound to 
hold to a higher level of prices, owing to the increased 
cost of timber, labor, supplies and the distance from 
market. 

We look forward to four or five years of the greatest 
business the country has ever experienced, and while we 
do not believe in as exorbitant prices as some lines other 
than lumber have been selling at of late, we do think 
that the market for our line of lumber at a good fair 
price, which is represented by the figures secured during 
1899 and 1900, is assured. W. M. RITTER, 

By J. W. Taytor, Sales Manager. 





THE KING POPLAR OF WEST VIRGINIA. 


The photograph herewith supplied through the kind- 
ness of R. E. Wood, the hardwood lumberman of Welch, 
W. Va., is of what is claimed to be the largest poplar 
tree ever cut and manufactured into lumber in the state 
of West Virginia. It was cut by George F. Strother, 
of Welch, W. Va., from a timber tract upon which he 








MR. WOOD'S CLIMAX LOCOMOTIVE. 


has been operating at the head of Long Pole Creek in 
Wyoming county. It was cut from timber adjoining an 
18,000-acre tract owned by R. E. Wood, who is operating 
two large circulars and one band mill. 


Mr. Wood has also five miles of narrow-gage wooden ‘ 


rail tramroad through a long gap in the mountain divid- 
ing McDowell and Wyoming counties, Over 50,000 feet 
a day is handled over this road by a Climax locomotive, 
hauling one standard carload at a trip. 

The other cut herewith reproduced is of Mr. Wood’s 
logging engine, the first steam logging locomotive put 





A MAMMOTH WEST VIRGINIA POPLAR LOG—DIAMETER 85 INCHES. 
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into McDowell county, although the load which it is 
hauling upon this occasion is not of a strictly business 
character, but includes a party of visitors. 





INCREASED MANUFACTURE PROBABLE. 


Biack Rock, ArK., Aug. 4.—The stock of hardwood 
lumber at the mills in this locality is very light. We 
think prices are firmer than they were thirty days ago. 
We do not anticipate any material improvement in 
trade until September 15, as August is always a very 
dull month. We anticipate there will be an.increase in 
the output of hardwood lumber during the balance of 
the year, as the bottoms are drying up rapidly and the 
mills will be in better shape to get logs. We deal 
largely in wagon stock. We find that prices are firm, 
with a good demand for stock, although prices are some 
lower than sixty days ago. We are also large manu- 
facturers of slack barrel cooperage, and trade in that 
line is very brisk at present, owing to the large apple 
crop. Prices are firm with a tendency to advance in 
some lines owing to the scarcity of stock. 

Biack Rock LuMBER & COOPERAGE Co, 





HARDWOOD NOTES. 


Parties are purchasing up all the hickory timber 
available near Greenville, Tenn. They have the some- 
what novel plan of starting a portable handle factory, 
which is to be moved from time to time to keep near the 
timber supply. 

J. Will Clay, of Mt. Sterling, Ky., has sold a half 
interest in 4,683 acres of timber land to J. 'T. Lombard, 
of Hastings, Mich. The partners will build a saw mill 
and five-mile logging road to develop the property. 

Poplar wood is in great request in France, being used 
in making light packing boxes for its fine manufactures, 
and for other purposes; but the local supply is sufficient 
to meet the demand. Poplars are planted along river 
banks, adding firmness to the earth, and are trimmed 
two or three times in twenty years, the limbs being 
dried and sold to bakers, furnish the best possible heat 
for the ovens. 

United States Consul Conert, of Lyons, reports that 
only white oak is desired in France, there being no mar- 
ket for red on account of lack of uniform color. Squared 
and sawed oak is worth in Lyons 140 francs a cubic 
meter, or about $64 a thousand feet. The duty is 1 
france for each 100 kilograms (220 pounds) on sawn 
lumber 35 millimeters (1.38 inches) and over in thick- 
ness; for sawn goods 80 millimeters (3.15 inches) and 
over thick, 34 cents; for rough timbers 24 inches and 
over in circumference at the large end, 124 cents for each 
100 kilograms. 





Railroad Department. 





New Lumber Lines. 


The Illinois Central railroad has commenced the con- 
struction of branch lines in western Tennessee and in 
Mississippi. Before long a road will be opened between 
Dyersburg and the Obion river in Tennessee, which will 
open up a large area of valuable timber country. Hith- 
erto barge transportation has been relied upon in this 
section. 

The Deckerville, Osceola & Northern railroad, one of 
the enterprises owned by the Pond-Decker Lumber Com- 
pany, of Deckerville, Ark., will be extended thirty-nine 
miles north from its present terminus at Luxora, Ark., 
to connect with the Houck railroad. Work will be begun 
at once, 

A new company has been chartered to build a line from 
Bean’s Mill, W. Va., to Huttonsville, W. Va., opening 
up timber land. ; 

The John Vance Mill & Lumber Company, of Eureka, 
Cal., is making surveys for an eight-mile extension of its 
logging road. 

Langley & Alderson, of Merrill, Wis., are building an 
eleven-mile railroad northeast from Starlake into timber 
owned by the Merrill Lumber Company and the A. H. 
Stange & Co., of Merrill, which two concerns will 
own the railroad. 

Lombard & Clay, of Mount Sterling, Ky., will build 
a five-mile narrow gage road through a tract of about 
5,000 acres of timber land in Menefee county, Ky. 

The Tiadaghton & Fahnestock railroad, which last 
year was extended to Leetonia, Pa., this year is building 
a three-mile branch, which penetrates into the heart of a 
virgin forest of 10,000 solid acres of hemlock timber 
tributary to Williamsport, Pa., and belonging to various 
corporations, 

Surveys are being made for a proposed road from 
Anderson, Cal., to Humboldt Bay. 

The Indiana, Illinois & Iowa railway has secured a 
thirty years’ franchise to extend the tracks of the St. 
Joseph, South Bend & Southern railway into Benton 
Harbor from St. Joseph. The work will be completed 
in thirteen months and over $40,000 will be expended in 
bridging the St. Joseph river. 

Work has been commenced on the extension of the 
Marinette, Tomahawk & Western railroad east toward 
Marinette, via Antigo, and it is expected that fifteen 
miles of the extension will be built this year. 

It is proposed to build a railroad from Fort Smith, 
Ark., to a connection with the Southern Pacific at Spof- 
ford Junction, Tex., under the name of the St. Louis & 


Mexican railway. Construction is expected to begin 
immediately, 


IN THE SOUTH COUNTRY. 





A Shortage of Cars Already Felt in the St. Louis Market—No Speculative Buying at Kansas 
City—Increasing Exports at New Orleans—Flattering Demand on Texas 
Mills—Gulf Coast Exporters Advance Timber Prices. 





THE MIDDLE MISSISSIPPI RIVER DISTRICT. 


Sr. Louis, Mo., Aug. 8.—Dealers in building material 
say that the farmers are again in the fields and that the 
country retailers do not expect a heavy trade until after 
the corn crop is put by, so the demand from those sec- 
tions is limited to the immediate needs of the yards. 
Material which goes into the larger city structures is 
moving readily and an abundance of orders is being 
booked. The factory trade is as brisk as it has been at 
any time within the past few months and the tendency 
seems to be toward improvement. At the mills all is 
hurry and bustle in the cypress and yellow pine country 
and sufficient orders are on hand to keep things moving 
for some time into the future. The hardwood mills are 
fully as busy as they have been of late, but this is not 
making exorbitant claims. 

The movement of stock into and out of the city shows 
a gain in hardwoods but a decrease in yellow pine. This 
is not caused by any scarcity of yellow pine business, 
but is probably due to hot weather and the scarcity of 
cars, both of these conditions being felt to a greater 
extent in the more southern country than up in the 
hardwood belt. ‘The receipts during the week aggre- 
gated 23,398,000 feet, while the shipments amounted to 
14,544,000 feet. ; 

So far as yellow pine is concerned the next serious 
condition to be met is the annual shortage of cars. 
Already there are complaints of delayed shipments and 
the manufacturers say it is not their fault, but because 
it is hard to secure a suflicient number of empties to 
take care of their business. As the trouble is developing 
so early in the season there are those who predict a 
serious situation when orders begin to come in more 
freely, and they are endeavoring to keep as nearly up 
with their orders as possible. To help out things as 
much as possible the Cotton Belt railway has taken 
the bull by the horns and has sent a circular letter 
throughout the retail country appealing to the dealers 
to make out their requisitions to fill 60,000 capacity 
cars whenever it is possible to do so. The statement is 
made that the rolling stock of this road is now largely 
composed of the larger cars, but that the dealers have 
got so in the habit of ordering in quantities to fit the 
old style 40,000 capacity cars that the bulk of the lum- 
ber going off that road is loaded 40,000 pounds in a 
60,000-pound car. The idea is to move more lumber 
with a smaller number of cars, for the situation is 
already serious enough to be a source of great worry to 
the railroad. The chief trouble is where longer stock 
than 16 foot lumber is ordered, there being considerable 
waste space that could be filled with shorter lengths. 

The building commissioner reports that the permits 
issued for construction work in this city during July 
aggregated a total valuation of $441,727. For the 
same month of last year permits for buildings estimated 
to cost $615,201 were issued. 

J. C. MeLachlin, of the Big Four Lumber Company, 
says he is very much relieved to be able to report that 
the new planing mill which is being built at the W. R. 
Pearson plant, Thornton, Ark., to replace the one de- 
stroyed by a boiler explosion several weeks ago, will 
start up on Friday of the present week. He says the 
rush of business at all of the mills of his company made 
the early completion of the planing mill a crying neces- 
sity. The Big Four Lumber Company is having a fair 
trade in yard stock and the mills are far enough behind 
with their orders to make the present touch of car 
famine of serious consequence. 

Capt. J. B. White, of the Missouri Lumber & Mining 
Company, Grandin, Mo., was in the city during the early 
part of the week and said that while business is not 
quite brisk enough to suit him, his company has a long 
list of orders on its books and he has no serious com- 
plaint at either the present situation or the outlook. 

The new plant of the Louis Werner Saw Mill Com- 
pany, at Tioga, La., in the long leaf pine country, has 
just started up and has proved that it is a success. It 
has a daily capacity of almost 75,000 feet and is 
equipped to handle big timber bills either rough or 
dressed. It is a singularly complete plant and is one 
of the few southern mills equipped with a boring ma- 
chine for timbers. This company now has in contem- 
plation the shipping of special bill stuff to New York 
and Boston by water to supply the eastern trade, and 
to this end C. C, Curry, who has charge of the timber 
department, will leave the middle of this month for an 
extended eastern trip. If necessary branch offices 
will be established in both Boston and New York, but 
this is to be avoided if possible. 

H. H, Giesy, of Lancaster, O., was in the city during 
the early part of the week and placed some sizable 
orders while here. ; 

Alf. Bennett, of the Holladay-Klotz Land & Lumber 
Company, says the country trade of his company is 
excellent and that the mills of Greenville were never 
turning out so much lumber as at the present time. As 
to local trade there is little call for yard stock and the 
only two timber bills of consequence which are out are a 
stock yards bill in East St. Louis and a bill for a large 
building to be constructed in the southern part of the 
city. 


Not so very long ago the Campbell Lumber Company, 
with hardwood mills at Campbell, Mo., increased its 
capital stock to $50,000 and now it has opened a general 
sales office in the Security building, this city, for the 
disposal of its product. W. D. Lasswell is in charge 
of the sales department, and says he will not only handle 
the product of his own mills but that buyers are now out 
after other lumber and he will be able to furnish oak, 
cypress, gum, cottonwood, hickory and the other hard- 
woods in wholesale lots. 

C. J. Mansfield, of the Long-Mansfield Lumber Com- 
pany, says he does not note a very marked improvement 
in the yellow pine situation during the past week, but 
that his company has succeeded in booking a goodly 
number of orders, He says he has a strong demand for 
cedar shingles east of the river, but that prices are 
hardly satisfactory. 





THE KANSAS-IIISSOURI DISTRICT. 


Kansas City, Mo., August 7.—The retail dealers of 
this territory are not buying any lumber for specula- 
tive purposes just at present, but are content to place 
their orders as they need the stuff, and not increase 
their stocks very much in anticipation of difficulty in 
getting lumber later on, or to guard against higher 
prices when the fall season sets in. ‘The fact is there 
is a well developed feeling in the minds of the retail 
dealers that prices are not going to soar skyward this 
fall, and that they will be little if any higher than 
present quotations. Even the present low price of red 
cedar shingles is not tempting them and there is no 
material increase in the shingle trade in this territoy, 
in spite of the fact that it will soon be time when the 
dealers will have a call for a good many shingles. The 
country trade is slow in opening up in most localities, 
and building in the country is hardly as brisk as it is 
supposed it would be in August. ‘There is still some 
uncertainty as to the corn crop and while it is expected 
that there will be a very fair crop, considerable dam- 
age has already been done by hot weather in some 
sections and a good deal of the corn is not yet made. 
The wheat crop is the best in years, but the farmers 
are not selling it promptly, there being a disposition 
to hold it for higher prices and the producers being 
so situated that it is not necessary this year to move 
the crop as soon as threshed. These things are doubt- 
less accounting to quite an extent for the lack of trade 
in this territory at this time, and while the dealers 
still look for a good fall demand, their business is 
not opening up as soon as they had expected. 

The light demand of the retail dealers is reflected 
‘un the wholesale trade at Kansas City. ‘here is a 
fair volume of business coming in, but trade is by no 
means heavy. There is a disposition not to buy ahead 
of the demand, and this is warranted by the fact that 
prices generally do not show any indication of fur- 
ther advances in the near future. In fact the manu- 
facturers in some lines will do well to maintain pres- 
ent quotations until the fall trade has fairly set in, 
as there is a disposition shown in some quarters to go 
after business even if necessary to make concession in 
price in order to secure orders. The chances are that 
as the month advances the demand will increase, and if 
building in the country starts up soon the wholesale 
trade should show considerable activity towards the 
close of August. 

The members of the railroad committee of the Mis- 
souri & Kansas Association of Lumber Dealers will 
leave here tomorrow night for St. Louis to attend a 
conference with the officials of the various roads run- 
ning through Kansas and Oklahoma. ‘The association 
will also be represented by several of the officers and 
directors in addition to the committee. H. OC. Taylor, 
chairman of the railroad committee of the association, 
is in the city today getting up statistics to present, 
showing that the arguments of the railroad people at 
former conferences in justification of their arbitrary 
advances in the rates on yellow pine lumber to Kan- 
sas and Oklahoma points are not borne out by the 
facts in the case. This conference has been put off 
from time to time by the railroad companies and now 
that they have finally set a date for it, August 9, it 
is hoped that the result will be a voluntary reduc- 
tion in the rates by the railroad companies. Should 
this not be accomplished as the result of this meet- 
ing, the railroad committee for the association will 
at once commence proceedings in the courts of Kan- 
sas on several test cases that have already been pre- 
pared, and the committee is confident that the test 
cases, if brought, will be decided against the rail- 
road companies. 

A. F. Barry, of this city, has been succeeded in the 
white and red cedar pole business by J. J. Boyle. Mr. 
Boyle has been connected with the Kansas City Electric 
Light Company for the past fifteen years in charge 
of its construction work. 

M. A. Schroeder, of Paola, Kan., was in the city this 
week on business. He says that trade in that section 


of Kansas is quiet just at this time, but that prospects 
for fall trade are fair. 

F. M. Spalding, who has several retail yards in 
northern Kansas, is in the city today purchasing lum- 
ber for fall stock. 











August 11, 1900. 


AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 


33 





H. D. Pettibone, representing the Shevlin-Carpenter 
Company, is in Kansas City this week calling on the 
dealers. This is his first trip down in this territory 
for about a year. 





FROM THE CRESCENT CITY. 


New Orveans, La., Aug. 6.—In spite of the usual 
dullness at this season of the year the lumber trade all 
along the gulf coast keeps up better than usual. In 
New Orleans the smaller shipments of cotton and grain 
are giving the lumber exporters a better and larger 
supply of steamship room. They are taking advantage 
of this with the result that all wood exports from 
the port are showing large totals. Local building is 
now in full swing and the factories report that they are 
full of work. The amount of building this year will 
compare favorably with recent years, although it is 
not expected to exceed the average. 

The total exports from this city for the past fiscal 
year in the wood schedule were as follows: Sawn tim- 
ber, 3,075,000 feet; timber, logs and other unmanufac- 
tured wood, value, $566,940; boards, deals and planks, 
61,699,000 feet; joints and scantling, 6,000 feet; shingles, 
242,000 feet; all other lumber, value $229,815; staves, 
number, 22,354,182; manufactures of wood in value, 
$235,505. 

The export business of this port is growing rapidly, 
not only from the fact that interior firms are constantly 
shipping more largely this way, but also because new 
houses devoted to this branch of the business are being 
established here constantly. 

The government seems to be going right ahead with 
the work of preparing the site of the new dry dock 
and shipyard across the river from the city, at Algiers. 
This will be the largest floating dock in the world. 

The project of opening and deepening the Lake Borgne 
ship canal seems to be moving along satisfactorily. 
This canal, when in operation, will open up the river 
front to the entire Mississippi sound country. 

Anatole Octave, of the Chicago Export Lumber Com- 
pany, Chicago, is in the city. He will leave for France 
in a few days. 

The New Orleans & Northeastern railroad has issued 
a new lumber tariff book. It is unusually complete. 

Word comes from Jackson, Miss., that the Crescent 
Yellow Pine Lumber Company is rapidly completing its 
planing mill plant at that place. It will be one of the 
largest plants of the kind in the country. 

J. H. Hamlin & Son are erecting a new stave mill at 
Haynesville, this state. 

The Columbus Hardwood Manufacturing Company, 
Columbus, Miss., will this summer increase the capacity 
of its plant. 

N. P. Hacker, of New Iberia, La., is planning to estab- 
lish a factory at that place for the manufacture of tubs, 
buckets and other woodenware, 





MUCH BETTER DEMAND IN TEXAS. 


Beaumont Tex., August 7.—There is a much better 
demand today for yard stock and planer material than 
there ‘thas been since last February. There has been con- 
siderable stuff moved from the manufacturers’ yards to 
the retailers’ domains. However, matters had reached 
such a pass with reference to Texas trade that the larger 
manufacturers were and are compelled to let the busi- 
ness go, to the relief of the smaller mill man, for the 
latter has so far made prices that the legitimate oper- 
ator cannot meet. Of course, it is known that the smaller 
man ‘has carried stock on hand to the extent of his 
resources, and it seems to be the general belief of the 
larger operators that the wiser plan is to let the first 
proceeds of the revival in business accrue to the smaller 
manufacturers. Most of the larger manufacturers have 
their own list out less than which they will not accept 
business. 

The improvement in the demand is coming from all 
portions of Texas, for the crops are looking much better 
than they did a short while since. The _ boll-weevil, 
which threatened to do so much harm to cotton, has dis- 
appeared to a large extent. The prospects being so excel- 
lent and the prospects for good prices for cotton being 
so bright, the dealers are not now afraid to buy. From 
the northwest, too, there are a few orders coming in. 
Beaumont concerns have received orders for quite a few 
cars of yard stock for Kansas territory the last ten days. 
Beyond a straggling car or two, this is the first busi- 
ness which has come in for some time. 

There is an unbroken demand for railroad timber. 
There has not been such a demand in years for this class 
of material as there has been ever since last summer. 
While yard stock declined in price and demand, rail- 
road stock is in better demand, and is commanding even 
higher prices than last fall, and there is no trouble to 
sell it. From present indications this will keep up for 
the remainder of the year. This has been fortunate for 
the Texas manufacturers, for the timber demand which 
usually comes from the northwest for heavy timbers for 
building construction was extremely light this year on 
account of the labor troubles. 

The uncertainty in regard to tonnage which yet pre- 
vails is hampering to some extent the export business 
with those firms who are not equipped with time charter 
vessels. Otherwise there is a good demand for stock. A 
lot of 200,000 feet of kiln-dried clears was sold from 
Beaumont recently for Hamburg. Export trade with 
Mexico is in a splendid condition. There is a good de- 
mand from that section for ties and railroad timber, as 
well as for quite a lot of yard stock. The yard trade in 
Mexico seems to be good. Orders have been received in 
this city also for quite a lot of material for use in the 
construction of heavy buildings in different parts of 
Mexico. German Prime is still in good demand, but 


there is not much trade being transacted in that item, 
as mill men of this section do not like to get it out. 

There is fair business in shingles, and the list is being 
upheld pretty well. The output of the Beaumont mills 
is being consumed locally, and, in fact, they cannot sup- 
ply the demand. The same remarks are largely true 
with reference to the sash, door and blind business. The 
two concerns here in that business advise that they are 
well supplied with all the business they can handle at 
satisfactory prices. 

W. Dixon, salesman for the Beaumont Lumber Com- 
pany, is up in Kansas, endeavoring to secure orders for 
his company. He reports that while business is dull 
there at present, there are good crops and a good trade 
may be anticipated later in the season. 

Mark Wiess, of the Reliance Lumber Company, has 
just returned from a trip through Texas, where he 
secured some nice timber orders. Mr. Wiess reports that 
crops in Texas are in much better shape than he expected 
to find them. The prospects for a good fall trade are 
very bright, so Mr. Wiess states. 

PAPO 


MATTERS AT MOBILE AND VICINITY. 


Mosite, Ata., Aug. 6.—The exports of lumber for the 
past week amounted to a fraction less than 1,000,000 
feet, which is quite a falling off as compared with the 
previous week, but this decline in shipments does not 
presage a dull market. On the contrary, prices are firm 
and the mills have all the business they can handle, 
though freights are an impediment to a large outward 
movement. Sawn timber has been firm the past week 
at 15¢e, with small stocks, while logs are quoted at from 
$6 to $11, according to size and quality. All the indi- 
cations point to a good trade this fall and winter, and 
those in authority tell us that the demand from Europe 
and South Africa will be very large, providing the freight 
market gets back to normal. ; 

The Sullivan Timber Company, Mobile, whose new 
mill will be started up September 1, has purchased 20,000 
acres of timber land in Clark county, about 125 miles 
north of Mobile. The company will do its own logging 
and is thus entirely independent of the log market: 

8S. D. Thayer, of the J. E. North Lumber Company, 
Bond, Miss., looked in on us as he passed through Mo- 
bile yesterday, on his return from an extensive trip north 
and west. 

N. E. Turner, of the Vinegar Bend Lumber Company, 
Vinegar Bend, Ala., looks on the bright side of pros- 
pective trade for the winter. Mr. Turner operates four 
saw mills and says that he finds thé Cuban trade looking 
up, owing to the sugar crop receipts finding their way 
into the pockets of the people. 

W. Fred Herrin, of the Robinson Land & Lumber Com- 
pany, Moss Point, Miss., was a business visitor to Mobile 
today. Mr. Herrin states that he finds no difficulty in 
getting an advance on his prime product this season. 

McClure & Gruenmeyer, Dyas, Ala., are extending their 
logging road two and a half miles into a body of virgin 
timber. 


IN CENTRAL AND NORTHERN ALABAIIA. 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA., Aug. 6.—The lumber dealers wear 
smiling countenances this week, notwithstanding iron 
has gone below $11 a ton average price, and the wages 
of the coal diggers have as a consequence been reduced 
24 cents a ton. It looks better and feels better in the 
realms of timber and boards, and if one is to judge by 
the inquiries coming in, it would not take a prophet to 
tell that trade is going to be very much more vigorous 
from now on. 

T. H. Johnston, of the T. H. Johnston Lumber Com- 
pany, told the Lumberman correspondent that for the 
first, four days of August his concern did more busi- 
ness than for half of July and that his mail is gener- 
ously filled not only with new business, but with inquir- 
ies. His office, as well as others, in this territory, is 
bidding this week on an order for lumber for houses at 
Huntsville, Ala., to be erected by the Merrimack cotton 
mills. The bill will amount to 1,000,000 feet of lumber 
and 1,600,000 shingles. This is supposed to be followed 
pretty soon by a like order for houses, as the Dallas 
Manufacturing Company there will build a large lot and 
as the Parkhill Manufacturing Company of Fitchburg 
will erect there a big cotton factory right away. 

In the strictly local field the cut in miners’ wages 
will hurt some, and, no doubt, many who thought of 
building will wait. There are 7,000 miners in the dis- 
trict, who dig on an average of six tons each day. These 
will lose 15 cents each a day in wages, or the whole over 
$1,000. This is kept out of circulation here, and while 
not much as a cash sum, amounts to a great deal more 
in its demoralizing effect. 

The effort to restrict the output of lumber has been 
more or less successful at several Alabama and Georgia 
points. The following mills are out of the field just 
now: <A. A. Subers & Co., Gordon, Ala.; W. D. Acker, 
near Gordon; W. D. Drew & Co., Iron City, Ga. These 
are located on the line of the Alabama Midland road, 
near the Alabama ani Georgia line, and cut altogether 
about 35,000 feet a day. This, with the Caldwell mill, 
at Bainbridge, Ga., capacity 60,000 feet, out as already 
reported, reduces the cut 95,000 feet a day. The Parrott 
Lumber Company, at Richmond, lost one mill by fire 
recently which cut 60,000 feet, making in all 155,000 feet 
of lumber a day out of the market in this territory. If, 
as is reported, the Chattahoochee Lumber Company at 
Iron City, is out, the figure will be 195,000 feet less 
than a few weeks ago. 

“We are looking for a good business after the 15th 
of the month,” said Fontaine McCullam, of the Sample 
Lumber Company, “and expect to get a lot of our stock 
on the market after then.” Asked why he was confi- 
dent, Mr. McCullam replied: “Well, I understand there 





is a lively trade west of the river, so lively, in fact, that 
the mill men can’t get cars to handle their output and 
sales. That being the case, things must surely turn this 
way in a few days. The fact is we have a lot of inquir- 
ies and have been figuring on some good business, and 
putting two and two together, I have good cause, I 
think, for believing in better things. We are still stack- 
ing our output at Hollins, and will for a few days yet. 
After that she goes. We are going to get into the 
game for trade and are going to get it.” 

Much of the business of the recent past was with east- 
ern and northern markets, and the bulk of the inquiries 
were from those sections. Several good orders have been 
bid for by local agencies, to go to New York. The ques- 
tions relate to most all classes of dressed goods, with a 
tendency to timbers and frame material and shingles. 

F. H. Lathrop, of the Lathrop-Hatten Lumber Com- 
pany, had a fire at his home on Thirtieth street the past 
week which did a lot of damage. The loss will approx- 
imate $3,000, fully protected by insurance. 

Marbury, former secretary-treasurer of the 
Marbury Lumber Company at Bozeman, Ala., has pur- 
chased an interest in the planing mill and lumber estab- 
lishment of W. H. Hunter at Cordele, Ga., and has taken 
charge. Mr. Marbury is a mill man of wide acquaint- 
ance and experience and will push his new plant to its 
best efforts. 

A. B. Groesbeck, who has been with the local office of 
the Robert H. Jenks Lumber Company, of Cleveland, 
O., has returned to Cleveland and will travel in Mich- 
igan for his firm. 

The Champion Lumber Company, of Orvisburg, Miss., 
lost its dry kiln by fire last week. It will rebuild at 
once, 

W. H. Merritt, an old lumber man, who has owned and 
operated mills at Clanton and other Alabama towns, 
and at Perkinsville, Miss., is a citizen of Birmingham 
now, having temporarily retired after accumulating a 
fortune. He may get back into service again, though 
he does not so declare himself. 

Lhe Bellamy Planing Mill Company, at Florence, Ala., 
has been reorganized and capitalized at $15,000. The 
officers are A. D. Bellamy, president, and Walter W. 
Lynn, secretary-treasurer. These, with John T. Ash- 
craft, make up the board of directors. The new firm was 
made necessary by the great increase in business and 
the demand for more compact organization. 

The Bessemer Coffin & Furniture Company has been 
incorporated at Bessemer, in this county, to make cof- 
fins and furniture. The capital is $7,000; E. H. Can- 
ales is president. 





MEETING OF GULF COAST EXPORTERS. 


The regular monthly meeting of the Export Bureau 
of Information was held at the Battle House, Mobile, 
Ala., Wednesday, August 1. The meeting was called to 
order at 2 p. m. by Captain J. W. Black, chairman. 
The minutes of the last meeting were read by W. J. 
Kilduff, secretary, and approved as read. 

The attendance was representative of the gulf coast 
and more enthusiasm was manifested than is usual at 
August meetings in that part of the world. Indeed, the 
high point reached by the mercury in the afternoon 
seemed to have the effect of causing a like “rise” in 
the prices of yellow pine. 

It was moved and carried that sawn timber be held 
at 16 cents for the coming season. 

Mr. McKeon, of the Bay City Lumber Company, said: 
“It requires the largest logs to make sawn timber, and 
inasmuch as this product is the cream of the forest it 
should bring 18 cents, but as that price is not obtainable 
at this time I certainly second the motion to keep it at 
16 cents for the next twelve months. 

Prime lumber came up for discussion, and on motion 
that commodity was placed at $20. 

J. D, Hand, of the Hand Lumber Company, Dolive, 
Ala., said that he had refused $19.50 for prime, and he 
did not want orders even at $20. “I have sold all of 
my kiln dried saps, 10 feet and up, at $12, and 1x6 heart 
face at $16,” said Mr. Hand, “and while this business 
is offering I most assuredly do not want prime at $20.” 

The report of the secretary showed that there are 
60,000 pieces of sawn timber at Ferry Pass, Fla., while 
the stocks at Mobile are small, and nearly all of this 
is in the shippers’ hands. 

Logs are quoted on the Mobile market at from $8 
to $11, according to quality, and one member said that 
good timber logs would bring the latter figure, so it 
was evident that sawn timber should bring 16 cents, 40 
cubic feet average. 

After further discussing of topics relating to the 
trade, the meeting adjourned, to meet at the same time 
and place the first Wednesday in September. 





NOTES FROFI NORFOLK. 


NorFoitk, Va., Aug. 6—The Tilghman Lumber Com- 
pany, of Georgetown, 8. C., has sold its mill to the 
Atlantic Coast Lumber Company, operating in the same 
locality. 

The Tunis Lumber Company has completed its log 
pond switch connected with the Belt Line and is now 
receiving logs direct from the woods all rail instead of 
rafting and towing same across the harbor, This is a 
great saving to the company, as the cost and risk of 
rafting and towing was getting to be a hazardous mat- 
ter, as traffic in a direct line of towage was very destruc- 
tive to rafts of logs. 





At a recent meeting of the stockholders of the Indus- 
trial Lumber Company, of Beaumont, Robert W. Hol- 
Jowell was elected assistant treasurer, to succeed Newton 
R. Wilson, who has become identified with a smelting 
works in Mexico, z 
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Charles Hess, manager for J. J. Kirby & Co., at Mo- 
mence, Ill., was a Chicago visitor last week. 

S. F. Worcester, formerly of Whitehall, Ill., has re- 
moved to Granite City, Okla., as manager of a lumber 
yard at that point. 

George P. Miller, the wholesale Jumberman at Mad- 
ison, Wis., has been prominently mentioned for state 
senator for Dane county, that state. 

Harry Taylor, of the Perley Lowe & Co. office force, 
this city, went up on the Manitou last Saturday evening 
to Mackinac Island, to remain a few days. 

J. A. McDonald, formerly with the Robertson Lumber 
Company, of Grand Forks, N. D., has become identified 
with the Crookston Lumber Company, and has removed 
to that place. 

Charles F. Thompson, of the Thompson Lumber Com- 
pany, this city, accompanied by his family, has been 
spending a few weeks at the seashore along the coast of 
Massachusetts. 

The University of Michigan is now an owner of Cali- 
fornia redwood timber lands, a large tract having been 
donated to that institution by Charles J. Hunt and wife, 
of Detroit, Mich. 

H. P. Henderson, traveling representative for the 
wholesale manufacturing sash and door firm of John A. 
Gauger & Co., this city, spent a day or two at his home 
in this city early this week. 

C. M. Schnaiter, who is with Charles Hubbard at Mar- 
tinsburg, Ind., was a Chicago visitor on Monday. Mr. 
Schnaiter left the same evening for the north, expect- 
ing to be absent for about a week. 

Osgood & Brown and C. L. Cross, who have offices at 
room 910, Monadnock building, have recently put in a 
telephone and can now be “hello-ed,” or as our British 
cousins would say, “Are you there,” at Harrison 810, 

Harvey Weil, a prominent lumber dealer of Hunts- 
ville, Ala., also operating a large saw mill at Ryland, 
was recently sandbagged near Brownsboro, Ala., and 
robbed of $325 and a gold watch. His condition is crit- 
ical, 

C. A. Sanders is now manager of the D. J. Fair Jum- 
ber yard at Hutchinson, Kan., succeeding C. A. Ryker, 
who has been elected county treasurer. Mr. Sanders 
was formerly located at Allen, Kan., and has had a ten 
years’ experience in the lumber business. 

J. L. Monahan, of the Filer & Stowell Company, Mil- 
waukee, Wis., was a caller at the Lumberman office on 
Monday of this week. Mr. Monahan says the past year 
has been an excellent one with his concern and the shops 
at Milwaukee are still well filled with orders, 

J. A. Cheyne, manager of the Pennsylvania Door & 
Sash Company, at Pittsburg, Pa., Philadelphia and New 
York city, spent a couple of days in Chicago, and 
part of one of them in the Lumberman office, this 
week, He wasn’t complaining of dull trade, either. 

William Happer has engaged with E. V. Babcock & 
Co., of Pittsburg, Pa., as traveling salesman, with terri- 
tory around Aitoona and Johnstown, Pa. He was for- 
merly employed as yard foreman for the Monongahela 
Saw & Planing Mill Company, of Monongahela, Pa. 


Lewis H. Dodd, one of the True & True Company’s road 
representatives, whose territory includes a portion of 
northern Illinois, was conferring with his principals at 
headquarters on Monday. Mr, Dodd reports trade fair 
in his territory with a good outlook for fall demand. 

W. M. Sanford, of the Sanford-Zartman Lumber 
Company, Freeport, Ill., was attending to business mat- 
ters in Chicago the first of the week, and of course found 
time to drop in at the Lumberman oflice long enough to 
say “howdy” and exchange opinions regarding market 
conditions. 

The Lumberman enjoyed a pleasant call on Thursday 
of this week from James Roper, who is with Ira Carley, 
at Ingalls, Mich. Mr. Roper came down from attending 
the hemlock meeting at Milwaukee on ‘Tuesday and 
spent a couple of days in Chicago looking after business 
matters. 

James Moore, a hardwood lumber manufacturer of 
Marshall, Il]., was in the city this week and called on 
the Lumberman. Mr. Moore operates a small mill and 
cuts principally oak dimension, wagon stock and ties. 
He reports a good business, but says that timber suit- 
able for his purposes is getting scarce in that locality. 

George E. Taylor, yard manager for R. P. Guptil, 
at Genoa Junction, Wis., was a caller at the Lumberman 
office on Friday of last week, accompanied by Dewey 
Merritt, of the same place. Mr. Taylor has many prog- 
ressive and original ideas in regard to the handling of 
stock in retail yards and is rapidly making the yard at 
Genoa Junction a model in this respect. 

J. T. Carr, of the Carr, Ryder & Adams Company, 
Dubuque, Ia., while in the city this week took occa- 
sion to call at the Lumberman office long enough to 
exchange greetings and express an opinion of the 
particular brand of weather that was dished up on 
Wednesday. Were it not for the fact that Mr. Carr 
is a particularly modest gentleman, the Lumberman 
might be tempted to say something complimentary about 


him, but will let it go with the statement that his 
personal qualities are in keeping with the high stand- 
ing of the company with which he is connected. 

O. K. Latham, a lumber manufacturer and exporter 
with headquarters at Staunton, Va., and with mills in 
both old Virginia and West Virginia, was in the city the 
latter part of last week and called on the American 
Lumberman. Mr. Latham reported a good trade in 
both domestic and export channels. He manufactures or 
handles nearly everything in the hardwood list and has 
a@ prosperous business. 

E. D. Johnson has resigned his position as secretary 
of the Brittingham & Hixon Lumber Company at Madi- 
son, Wis. Mr. Johnson was in Chicago a few hours 
this week and stated to a representative of the Lum- 
berman that his plans for the future are not yet ma- 
tured, but ‘he will, as heretofore, continue to be actively 
engaged in the lumber business and for the present will 
reside in Madison. 

The Pere Marquette railway, whose main offices have 
been located at Saginaw since the consolidation of the 
original Flint & Pere Marquette, Chicago & West Michi- 
gan and Detroit, Grand Rapids & Western railroads last 
spring, will remove the general offices of the company, 
including the passenger department, to Detroit, after 
December 15. The company is receiving the plaudits of 
the multitude of Michigan pleasure seekers this season 
because of its excellent arrangements for summer resort 
visitors, Extra service has been provided in many in- 
stances and the convenience of the traveling public has 
been looked after as never before in that state. 

The Thompson & Bonnell Lumber Company, of Grand 
Rapids, Mich., has opened a branch office at 504 Great 
Northern building, this city, with John D. Spaulding 
in charge as western representative. Mr. Spaulding is 
well known in Chicago, having been connected with the 
Fred W. Upham ‘Lumber Company for the past four 
years as city salesman. Previous to that time he was 
tor four years with the Weyerhaeuser interests in the 
north. While the Thompson & Bonnell Lumber Company 
has its main office at Grand Rapids, Mich., its con- 
nections are scattered all over the south country, includ- 
ing a branch office at Evansville, Ind., and mills at 
various points. The specialty of the company is plain 
and quartered oak, though it is in position to ship almost 
any variety of hardwoods. Mr. Spaulding is in the 
south this week looking over stocks at the mills, but 
expects to return to Chicago in a few days prepared to 
carry a vigorous campaign. 

A. J. Howard, of the recently dissolved Howard & 
Hendrickson Company, is continuing in the lumber busi- 
ness in the same general line followed by the concern 
above named and ‘has established his office at 1108 Ma- 
sonic Temple. Mr. Howard will handle southern hard- 
woods generally, but will make specialties of oak, poplar, 
cottonwood and gum, and now has good stocks of these 
commodities on hand, having recently returned from 
a purchasing tour south. He contracts for mill cuts 
and has men constantly in the south picking up lumber 
at the mills, making shipments direct from points of 
production, thereby cutting off all the corners between 
the producer and consumer. Mr. Howard reports a good 
demand for dry plain oak, both white and red, but says 
quartered oak is not especially active. Parties using 
sycamore will do well to correspond with him, for the 
reason that he has 100,000 feet of fine sycamore logs 
on hand and these he can cut to order in any sizes 
desired. 

E. M. Ford, manager of the Pond-Decker Lumber 
Company, of Deckerville, Ark., called on the Lumber- 
man this week. Mr. Ford’s visit to Chicago was in 
connection with a new extension of the Deckerville, 
Osceola & Northern railroad, one of the Pond-Decker 
Lumber Company’s enterprises. Thirty-nine miles of 
this road is already built and in operation and it was 
desired to extend it thirty-eight miles farther north to 
connect with the Houck railroad, thereby furnishing 
better communication with the outside world. ‘The 
new extension passes through some excellent timber 
country and the mills now in operation along the line 
produce over 100,000,000 feet of lumber annually, so 
that a good traffic is assured. The road is standard 
gage and is laid with 60-pound rails. George W. Decker 
is president of the enterprise and Mr. Ford is vice- 
president and manager. Construction will be started at 
once. 


Charles F. Propst, manager of the Propst Lumber 
Company, Paris, Ill., was in Chicago and called on the 
Lumberman on Wednesday of this week, having taken 
advantage of the extremely low excursion rates now 
being made on the various railroads centering in Chicago, 
which he says make it cheaper for him to come to Chi- 
cago than to stay at home, Mr, Propst has nothing but 
the best reports to make of the retail market in his 
vicinity. He states that the crops have all been show- 
ing a large yield; that the prospects for corn especially 
are excellent and that broom corn, which constitutes one 
of the staples of that part of the state, was not damaged 
to any extent whatever by the recent storm, as reported 
in the daily press. Therefore he is looking for a good 
fall trade and already is finding much encouragement in 
that direction, having orders on his books for the ma- 
terial for eight two-story dwellings and other buildings, 
two cottages and two storerooms. His sales have been 
$2,000 better since April 1 than they were last year in 
the same period and are fairly double what they were 
four years ago-when he first took the management of the 
concern. 





A Successful Dealer. 
Announcement is made that the Howard & Hendrick- 
son Company, of 1509 Masonic Temple, has been suc- 


ceeded by the F. 8S. Hendrickson Lumber Company, Mr. 
Hendrickson purchasing Mr. Howard’s interest in the 
business and the latter retiring from the firm. The 
Howard & Hendickson Company has been in existence 
six years and has been a success from the start. Mr. 
Hendrickson was the practical man of the firm and 
looked after outside affairs. For many years prior to 
the starting of this enterprise Mr. Hendrickson traveled 
for the Yellow Poplar Lumber Company, of Coal Grove, 
Ohio, then under the control of M. T. Greene, and 
remained with that concern until its interests passed 
into other hands. He has a thoroughly practical knowl- 
edge of lumber, is an excellent business man, and can be 
depended upon at all times for scrupulous honesty in his 
dealings, and therefore the reputation which he has 
built up with regard to these qualities can scarcely fail 
to be of value to him now that he has absorbed the stock 
and goodwill of the old concern. Not only has Mr. 
Hendrickson the credit that is inseparable with finan- 
cial integrity, but the F. S. Hendrickson Lumber Com- 
pany, of which he is the owner, be it said, has ample 
financial resources, and buys its lumber in mill cut quan- 
tities and has large stocks constantly on hand. A spe- 
cialty is made of poplar, oak and cottonwood, but all 
varieties of lumber are dealt in to a greater or lesser 
extent. The office of the F. S. Hendrickson Lumber 
Company will be continued at the same place as its 
predecessor, 1509 Masonic Temple. 

The company is represented on the road by W. E. 
Penrod, who is its buyer. Mr. Penrod is a member of a 
well known Indiana family of lumbermen, and is a guod 
judge of lumber and a hustler generally. He makes his 
headquarters at Huntington, Ind., and travels mostly 
through that state, though occasionally going farther 
south. 





Funeral of Col John Mason Loomis. 

The funeral services over the remains of the late Col- 
onel John Mason Loomis were held from the family resi- 
dence, 55 Lake Shore Drive, cn Sunday last at 2 o’clock 
p- m. Rev, Dr. Ernest M. Stires, of Grace Episcopal 
church, was the officiating minister, and read the beau- 
tiful burial service of the Episcopal ritual. ‘Ihe Rev. 
Dr. Clinton Locke, former rector of Grace church, 
assisted in the services. Music was furnished by a 
quartet of members of the Grace church choir. There 
was a large attendance of members of the G. A. 2. and 
of the Loyal Legion, the late Colonel Loomis having been 
a prominent member of both bodies. 

The honorary pallbearers were: 

Major General Joseph Wheeler, William B. Hibbard. 
General A. C. McClurg, Horatio L. Waite, 
General Harding, John M. Clark, 
Thomas B. Bryan, Jesse Spaulding, 

Dr. Henry Hooper, John V. Farwell, 
Dr. Ralph N. Isham, N. K. Fairbank, 
John McLaren, Levi Z. Leiter, 

The active pallbearers were all chosen from the mem- 
bers of the Loyal Legion and were the following: 
Capt. Eugene Cary. Gen. Joseph Stockton, 
Gen. Joseph B. Leake, Lieut. John C. Durgin, 
Col. Charles R. E. Koch, Gen. Walter R. Robbins, 
Maj. George L. Paddock, Capt. Roswell H. Mason. 

The remains were laid to rest in the family vault at 
Rosehill cemetery, the services at the grave being in 
charge of the Loyal Legion and were simple and impres- 
sive, the bugler sounding “taps” as the service ended. 


Hoo-Hoo Doings. 


Concatenation at Mobile, 

J. D, Hand, the popular Viceregent Snark of Ala- 
bama, whom everybody calls “Jim,” conducted a con- 
catenation at Mobile on the evening of August 3, and 
two kittens were guided into the path of light from 
the outer darkness. 

The victims were 8. T. Holmes of the Cirlot-Holmes 
Lumber Company and R. W. Childs of the J. W. Thomp- 
son Lumber Company, and both kittens conducted them- 
selves as all good nine-lived cats should under the try- 
ing circumstances. The evening was the hottest of the 
year, according to the testimony of the oldest inhabi- 
tant of Mobile, and this fact kept several other blind 
kittens out under the uncertain light of a small new 
moon, and they had signified their intention of fur- 
nishing material for future good Hoo-Hoo too. Not- 
withstanding the excessive heat everybody had a good 
time and the whole ceremony passed without a hitch, 
under the able management of “Jim” Hand and his 
corps of assistants. After the concatenation the whole 
company sat down to a banquet given by Mr. Hand 
— ~—— by the culinary force of the New Southern 

otel. 

The Lumberman man can say with a clear conscience 
that a nicer, neater little banquet was never served 
north or south and that a more enjoyable evening 
would be ‘hard to find, if the one feature of the exces- 
sive heat were omitted. Speeches came with the cigars 
and a great many things were discussed in a pleasant, 
informal way until the small hours. 

The officers during the early ceremonies were: 

Snark—J. F. Taylor. 

Senior Hoo-Hoo—W. S. Phillips. 

Junior Hoo-Hoo—R. H. Vidmer. 

Bojum—J. D. Allen. 

Scrivenotor—L. C. Day. 

Jabberwock—H. B. Elson. 

Custocation—J. D. Allen, jr. 

Arcunoper—L. G. Cameron. 

Gurdon—W. P. Haynes. 

The Hoo-Hoo present were as follows: 
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Big Concatenation at Chehalis, Wash. 


CHEHALIS, WasH., Aug. 4.—Great Hoo-Hoo descended 
upon Chehalis last night, through the intercession of 
Harry J. Miller, the popular lumberman of Chehalis, 
and held high carnival for several hours for the benefit 
of a half score of purblind kittens who had their eyes 
opened to the transcendent glories of Hoo-Hoo land. 

The afternoon train from Seattle and Tacoma brought 
a number of Hoo-Hoo, headed by Ed. Lewis, Tom Claf- 
fey, Victor Beckman, Marshall Chambers and other 
choice spirits of Seattle, while Tacoma was represented 
by its present city treasurer and popular newspaper 
man, Frank B. Cole, who, it is whispered around in 
Hoo-Hoo circles, may be the next governor of Wash- 
ington, ? 

The train from Portland brought in a bunch of web- 
footed beauties, headed by W. H. Braden, Vicegerent 
Snark of Oregon, commonly known on the Columbia as 
the “Duke of Bilgewater,” and Colonel Robert D. Inman, 
the big lumbermen; James A. Clock, “who never runs 
down,” but can always talk for the Wisconsin Central 
railroad; M. C. Banfield, and Norman Ellsworth, the 
latter a trade newspaper man, who migrated from 
Duluth to Portland a few years ago because he could 
not stand for the cold summers on Lake Superior. The 
big Vicegerent Snark of Washington, George W. Reed, 
of Mt. Vernon, was very much in evidence, accom- 
panied by his partner, Judge Million. 

As the thirty or more Hoo-Hoo marched up to the 
St. Helen’s from the train, they were met on the hotel 
porch by Harry Miller, who introduced Mayor Stewart, 
of Chehalis. The latter briefly welcomed the Hoo-Hoo 
to Chehalis. The concatenation was one of the best that 
ever happened. A good many southwestern Washing- 
ton lumbermen were present, either to assist or be 
initiated. The following officers presided: 

Snark—George W. Reed, Mt. Vernon. 

Senior Hoo-Hoo—A. B. Calder, Tacoma. 

Junior Hoo-Hoo—Ilrank B. Cole, Tacoma. 

Bojum—R. D. Inman, Portland, Ore. 

Scrivenoter—F. W. Graham, Seattle. 

Jabberwock—W. J. Corbin, Seattle. 

Custocatian—W. H. Braden, Portland, Ore. 

Arcanoper—Cal Welbon, ‘Tacoma. 

Gurdon—E. C. Million, Mt. Vernon. 

The initiates were: 

Henry Lincoln Sisler, Portland, Ore. 

Lyman Snell, Seattle. 

Frank Andrews Martin, Centralia. 

Harry William McCormick, McCormick. 

Everett Stanton Collins, Ostrander. 

Lynn Holmes Miller, Chehalis. 

Washington Youmans, Ve Ell. 

Charles Russell Fowler, Centralia. 

Chauncey Albert Doty, Dryad. 

William Clarenve Miles, McCormick. 

A most sumptuous banquet was served in the banquet 
hall adjoining the lodge room where the degrees were 
conferred. The menu was original. It follows: 


Menu. 
Oysters. 
McCormick Cants. Rock Creek Dressing. 
Soup. 
Centralia Culls a la Frank Martin. 


lish. 
Little Rock Cod Fish. 
Entrees, 
Legislative Dressing. 
6 x 16 Liver. 
S 4S Brown Gravy. Yeomans’ Fritters. 
Pe Ell Water. 
Hanson Stew. War Cry Salad. 
Napavine Wienerwursts with McCoy Scoots. 
Hashed Scalpers on Toast. 
Bucoda Beans and Frost Ices. 
Gate City Coffee. Duby(ous) Cream 
Chehalis Knic Knacks. Miller Doughnuts 
Doty Cheese Sticks. Dryad Pommery Sec. 
Ice Cream with Cut Price List Flavors. 
INVINCIBLE KELLY STOGIES. 

Frank B. Cole acted as toastmaster in his usual able 
manner, and Colonel Inman, T. J. Claffey and a few 
others responded, either by speech, story or recitation. 
A toast was drunk standing to the memory of two 
members of Hoo-Hoo recently deceased, namely. Foster 
Davis Alexander, New Whatcom, Wash., and Joseph H. 
Hatfield, Portland, Ore. The latter was for many years 
associated with Inman, Poulsen & Co., Portland, of 
which concern he was a stockholder and director. <A 
resolution was adopted relative to the death of Mr. 
Alexander, as was also a resolution of similar purport 
offered by the Portland delegation relative to the death 
of Mr. Hatfield. 

The “on the roof” was ended in time for the Portland 
Tloo-Hoo to leave on the 2:35 a. m. train for home, fol- 
lowed shortly after by those from the north. Before 
dispersing rousing cheers were given for Harry Miller, 
of Chehalis, who had worked hard to make the meeting 
the great success it was voted by all. 

It was announced by Vicegerent Snark Braden, of 
Oregon, that a rousing concatenation will be held in 
Portland within the next two weeks. 

The annual meeting of the state Hoo-Hoo will be held 
at Seattle on September 8. 


Startup Sauce. 


Veness Roast. 





Concatenations at Savannah and Atlanta. 

Vicegerent Snark W. 8S. Wilson will hold a concatena- 
tion at Savannah, Ga., on Monday, August 27, on the 
oceasion of the meeting of the Georgia Saw Mill Asso- 
ciation at that point. He will also hold a big concate- 
nation at Atlanta on Saturday, September 8. This 
latter meeting will be in the nature of the wind-up of 
Vicegerent Snark Wilson’s term of office and will be a 
notable affair. Several concatenations will be held on 
this date in various states, as a number of the vice- 
gerents, in view of the fact that the annual meeting 
oceurs this year on October 9 instead of September 9, 
have decided to celebrate September 9 by holding mam- 
moth concatenations. As September 9 will come on 
Sunday, the dates of all these meetings will be on Sep- 
tember 8. 
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Doors and Mill Work. 


The manufacturers and wholesalers of doors and mill 
work are beginning to see signs of improvement in trade 
prospects. From nearly every large manufacturing or 
distributing center come reports of an increased inquiry 
and more of these are said to be developing into orders 
than was the case two or three weeks ago. Stock goods 
are not moving in satisfactory volume, although prices 
on single carloads are down to a point where the margin 
of profit has practically disappeared. But for the past 
month the market has been in a disturbed condition and 
retailers are not disposed to stock up until they feel 
certain that the bottom has been reached. With regard 
to prices on small lots there are conflicting reports. 
Since the adoption of the new discount card two weeks 
ago, lowering the previous card about 5 percent, it is 
believed that values are a little more uniform and on 
mail orders the new discounts are being fairly well 
maintained. There will be more or less disturbance in 
the price situation until demand becomes more active, 
but open prices at least are not likely to go lower than 


they are at present. 
* * + 





The most satisfactory feature of the situation is the 
heavy inquiry for estimates on special bills. The fac- 
tories are not so badly crowded with work of this char- 
acter as they were at the corresponding time last sea- 
son, but the estimating departments have been kept busy 
of late and if the inquiries are any indication of what 
is to come orders will be plentiful before another thirty 
days shall have passed. A large number of school- 
houses, churches and other publie buildings are being 
figured on this summer. There is also a considerable 
number of high class residences and the character of the 
special work throughout is rather of the better grade. 

* * ~ 

Speaking of the price situation as it applies to regu- 
lar stock, one leading wholesaler made the remark this 
week that on carloads and large estimates there was no 
longer any apparent relation between the cost and the 
selling price. Buyers are naturally inclined to make 
comparison with prices they could buy at a couple of 
years ago, failing to realize the heavy advance which has 
taken place in lumber and other raw material and in 
labor as well. On lumber the advance has been from 30 
to 40 percent and it is estimated that the increased cost 
of the manufactured goods is fully 20 percent as com- 
pared with two years ago. Glass is a little lower than 
it was last season and nails have also taken a drop 
within the last few months, but lumber and labor are 
the chief items of cost and both these are practically as 
high as they were last fall and winter. Under such cir- 
cumstances it hardly seems possible that prices will be 
lower than they are at present. The prospects are 
rather in favor of an advance, though that will depend 
largely on how the fall demand shall develop. 

* * * 


The sending out of discounts printed on postal cards, 
as is done sometimes by wholesalers of doors and mill 
work, is severely criticised by many retailers. The 
claim is made that this information should be care- 
fully guarded so as to prevent its becoming known to 
contractors. Retailers say that in the small places the 
postmaster is frequently friendly with contractors or 
carpenters, and that often they are informed through 
this source of the discounts which dealers are receiving. 
Whether or not there is any truth in this claim does 
not cut much of a figure. The fact that the practice is 
objectionable to the customers of a wholesale concern 
should be sufficient to prevent the distribution of postal 
card discounts. 

* * + 

The window glass factories included in the American 
Window Glass Company are making preparations to 
start blowing on September 1. Fires have been ordered 
put in with instructions to engage such flatteners as 
may be obtainable, for the combine has not yet arrived 
at a wage agreement with the flatteners’ association. 
The independent manufacturers it is said have also 
refused to sign the flatteners’ scale because they do not 
wish to antagonize either the blowers and gatherers’ 
organization or the American Window Glass Company. 
The National Glass Budget, at Pittsburg, Pa., is of the 
opinion that the combine will have hard work to secure 
a sufficient number of flatteners to work in the absence 
of a scale being signed, but is not willing to predict 
what will be the outcome. 

* * * 

In its comments on the situation the Commoner and 
Glassworker, of Pittsburg, Pa., says the American Win- 
dow Glass Company announces it will surely start to 
blow glass on September 1 whether a settlement is 
reached with the flatteners or not. If the latter organi- 
zation shall not sign the combine scale within a short 
time the latter will begin hiring flatteners at the wages 
paid last year and these will at once be taken into L, A. 
300 as flatteners. Window demand, according to the 
same authority, has been quiet of late and promises to 
continue so until the presidential campaign is over. 
Jobbers are said to be well stocked, but will soon run 
short on any sizes with any increase in the require- 
ment. Jobbing prices in the west are now quoted at 80 
and 20 off for first bracket single, 85 off for second and 
85 and 20 off for larger brackets; 85 and 10 off for first 
three brackets double, except greenhouse glass, and 85 
and 25 off for all above first three brackets. Ten per- 
cent extra will be charged for A A quality single. 

* - + 


The D. O. Cunningham Glass Company, of Pittsburg, 
Pa., denies the report that it is negotiating for the sale 


of its several plants to the American Window Glass Com- 

pany. The assertion is made in a statement sent out by 

the company that it will continue to do business at the 

old stand as heretofore. 
* * 

Chicago wholesalers of doors and mill work report an 
encouraging increase in the nuumber of inquiries re- 
ceived during the past week. Orders are also begin- 
ning to come in a little more freely and on the whole 
prospects for the fall trade are considered good. Regu- 
lar stock is not moving as freely as could be desired, but 
there are indications that there will be plenty of special 
work to keep everyone busy during the fall. 

7 * * 


The sash and door market at Minneapolis, Minn, 
cannot be said to be brisk at the present time, although 
it is not unsatisfactory to the manufacturer. It is 
reported by nearly all dealers that trade for the first 
part of August has not been as heavy as that of last 
year, but when the real facts of the case are taken into 
consideration this is not to be wondered at. Orders 
for special work are coming in quite briskly and there 
is apparently no disposition on the part of the manu- 
facturer to find fault with this class of work. Stock 
orders are necessarily slow at this season of the year 


and it is probable that few good orders will be received’ 


until Sgptember. The indications for future trade, 
however, are excellent. Extensive building operations 
in the larger cities have made it evident that there will 
be a good trade in stock goods later in the season. 
Many projected buildings through the northwest, which 
were abandoned when the crop outlook indicated small 
yields of grain, have been revived and will be prosecuted 
later in th: season. This should tend to increase the 
volume of trade to a considerable extent, although it 
will perhaps make orders more tardy in being placed. 
* * * 


At Kansas City and other points in the southwest the 
planing mill men are busy on odd work, orders coming 
from the larger places, and at Kansas City the demand 
is entirely satisfactory in this respect. The call for 
regular stock goods is not as it should be at this season 
of the year, and all of the jobbers are complaining. In 
that territory the prospects are good for business later 
on, and the sash and door wholesalers expect to have a 
brisk demand as soon as the building season in the 
country opens up. They do not know just when this 
will be, but think that by September 1 there will be a 
noticeable improvement in the demand. Prices are a 
little lower than they were in July, a new card having 
gone into effect on August 1, but the discounts seem to 
be pretty well maintained on local shipments in this sec- 
tion of the country. 

7 * - 


At the Cincinnati (O.) Builders’ Exchange it was 
reported that while the disposition among persons con- 
templating building and improvements is seemingly 
more in the way of a haggling and refiguring over con- 
tracts than ever before, the prospects for fall work are 
generally conceded as improving. ‘here have been 
many disappointments so far, but there can be no doubt 
that more or less substantial rewards will be reaped by 
all the interests involved before many weeks. The 
monthly report of the building inspector shows that there 
was more building in July than for the same month 
last year. For the first seven months of 1900 permits 
for work aggregating $1,341,138 have been issued, while 
last year for the corresponding time the figures were 
$1,335,742, a gain for this year of $5,395. 

* * - 

There is a very small call for doors in the woodwork- 
ing shops of Buffalo, N. Y., according to all reports. It 
is now said that stock orders are somewhere cut under 
by jobbers, so that the mills can get next to no business 
in that line, though they do, of course, obtain consider- 
able special design work. Still, there is enough other 
work coming into the factories to keep them busy, The 
report is that at least certain of the mi:‘s are up to last 
year with general business, but it is anything else but 
doors. If there is a disposition to make low prices, 
which has not been reported before, it is going to drive 
the mills here more and more into other business than 
door making, and it is likely to make the entire trade 
suffer more or less in the end, but so long as it does not 
cut into the joinery or box trade there will not be much 
complaint. ‘The mills are not buying much stock now, 
unless it can be found in very favorable lots, for there 
is a feeling that the tactics of the eastern consumer must 
be adopted till there is less dispute over the price of lum- 
ber. The mills are using white pine, cypress, oak and 
chestnut principally, the last, on account of its cheap- 
ness, being very popular, 

7. * + 

No material improvement in demand is reported by 
those who make and sell doors and mill work at New 
York city. Those who have been out on the road bring 
in reports that stocks are low in the hands of the retail- 
ers, but they also state that there are few stories of 
price cutting to relate, a most satisfactory condition of 
affairs. The trade that is being done now is in amount 
generally considered fair for the time of the year, and 
there is little grumbling being done, tor prospects could 
hardly be brighter for a fair demand all fall. 


* * * 


At the center of the sash door and blind business in 
Haymarket square, Boston, Mass., the dealers have 
pretty good stocks and report very slow movement. One 
large dealer, who ordinarily at this time should be put- 
ting out five to six hundred doors a day, is moving not 
more than one or two hundred. There 1s a good deal of 
figuring, however, for odd work, and for jobs which take 
good quantities to come along in the future, and deal- 
ers are not at all upset or discouraged by the outlook. 
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THE MARKETS. 


CURRENT MARKET CONDITIONS. 


Reports from the manufacturing and distributing cen- 
ters are gradually taking on a more cheerful tone. Trade 
is quiet but prospects are improving, is the general tenor 
of the statements made by lumbermen in all branches. 
Excessive hot weather during the week has not tended 
to liven up matters; no one feels like pushing business 
with the mercury making a daily record up in the nine- 
ties. Nevertheless there is a swelling volume of in- 
quiries and in respect to some woods a substantial 
increase to the number of orders placed. Prices are still 
regarded as more or less uncertain and the disposition 
on the part of retailers to hold on until the last possible 
moment before making purchases has not disappeared. 
For that matter, wholesalers of white pine, hardwoods, 
sash and doors, ete., are not evincing an eagerness to 
increase stocks on hand. The season to its close will 
probably be characterized by careful buying on the part 
of wholesale and retail distributers, but there 1s a 
steady consumptive trade, and one that is likely to 
increase rather than diminish. Distribuiers’ stocks are 
lighter than they were in the spring and the mature of 
the inquiries now being received indicates that such 
demand as prevails must soon pull directly on stocks in 
the hands of actual producers. The retailers have about 
exhausted supplies bought earlier in the year; whole- 
salers have been reducing stocks in the endeavor to get 
rid of high priced lumber, and in this have succeeded 
fairly well. In every respect the market is in good con- 
dition except for the lack of active demand from the 
retailers. That is reasonably sure to come a little later. 
There are still some weak spots, but on the whole it may 
be said that the situation has materially improved 
within the past thirty days. 

* 


* * 





Western lines are now preparing for moving the wheat 
crop and complaints of car shortage are beginning to 
be heard. Railroad men say that the shortage may be 
more pronounced this season than it was a year ago. 
The southwest will of course be most directly affected, 
but indirectly it will be felt in all sections, and as usual 
lumber will suffer probably more than any other com- 
modity. The roads which traverse the wheatfields of 
the southwest are making arrangements to borrow a 
large number of cars from the eastern lines, but all their 
energies will be directed to moving grain for several 
weeks to come. Retailers in the southwest have evi- 
dently begun to realize this phase of the situation, par- 
ticularly the line yard men. The latter in many 
instances are said to be stocking up for their fall 
requirements and some of the larger single yard oper- 
ators are doing the same. There is a feeling that prices 
for yellow pine have reached the bottom and this also 
has a tendency to stimulate the demand, though our 
Kansas City correspondent reports that retailers in that 
section are not anticipating current requirements to any 
great extent. 

* * * 

In a general way the southern pine situation has 
improved considerably since the beginning of July. The 
mills have a considerable number of unfilled orders on 
their books and for a month past shipments have about 
equaled the production. Statements are made by parties 
who have recently traveled through the mill sections 
that stocks are not as well assorted as they should be 
at this season, especially in view of the heavy demand 
that is anticipated later in the fall. At most of the 
Missouri and Arkansas mills dimension is in light sup- 
ply, and the same is true of edge grain flooring. In the 
Texas territory a better demand for yard stock is 
reported than at any previous time since last February. 
The improvement in demand applies to all sections of the 
Lone Star state and recently a number of inquiries have 
also been coming in from Kansas and other territory 
further north. The call for railroad material continues 
to show activity; in fact, bill stuff of all kinds is in 
good request. Prices on this class of output did not 
decline when the market broke on yard stock and are 
still holding at about the same basis that has prevailed 
for several months past. In the mill territory east of 
the Mississippi river some complaint is still heard 
regarding a quiet interior trade. This complaint is 
more general in the states bordering on the Atlantic 
ocean than in the gulf region. The export trade so far 
this season has been a record breaker. From Mobile it 
is reported that exports during the first week in August 
were comparatively light, but that is not taken as an 
indication of a dull market. On the contrary, it is said 
prices are firm and the mills have practically all the 
business they can handle, though high freight rates are 
a handicap to a large outward movement. Sawn tim- 
ber is quoted at Mobile at 15 cents, with small stocks in 
sight, while prices on logs range from $6 to $11, accord- 
ing to size and quality. All indications are said to point 
to a good export, business this fall and winter. particu- 
larly with Europe and South Africa. 

* * * 

The recent heavy rains in the white pine field have 
brought about a material improvement in the log situa- 
tion. The big drive which was stranded in the upper 
Mississippi a week ago is now making good progress 
and the boom company hoped to get the logs to Min- 
neapolis in time to prevent the mills shutting down, as 
it had been expected they would be obliged to do the 
last of the week. The upper drive, which contains 
about 150,000,000 feet, is expected to reach Brainerd by 
August 26 and it is now thought that the Minneapolis 
mills will be able to continue running for the balance 
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of the season, although at present most of them are on 
short time. In the Duluth district the rains have also 
raised the logging streams to a good driving stage, with 
prospects that a fair proportion of the hung-up logs 
may be gotten down to the mills this season. But 
the possibility of getting a steady supply of logs has 
not weakened the market. The enforced reduction 
of output which has already occurred has prevented an 
accumulation of stocks at the mills during the period 
of dull trade which has extended from about the first 
of June up to about the present time. The secretary of 
the Mississippi Valley Lumbermen’s Association is now 
engaged in compiling a report of stocks on hand August 
1, compared with the amount held at the same date a 
year ago, and from reports already received, it is evi- 
dent that the shortage will be greater than many had 
supposed. Figures will also be obtained showing the 
available log supply for the balance of the season and 
when this statement is made public it is believed the 
information will be of such a character as to remove al] 
doubt of white pine prices being maintained. The Mis- 
sissippi Valley Lumbermen’s Association will hold a 
meeting at Minneapolis on August 21, at which time 
the reports above referred to will be submitted. 
* * * 

At the cargo mill points on Lake Superior and Lake 
Michigan the situation remains practically unchanged. 
Few sales are reported, but inquiries are increasing, 
particularly from eastern buyers. Mill men on Lake 
Superior are still maintaining a firm front in regard to 
prices. Many of the mills are becoming crowded for 
dock room, but that does not seem to materially affect 
the situation. Shipments from Lake Superior by water 
so far this season are said to aggregate 368,000,000 feet, 
as compared with 420,000,000 feet for the same period 
last year, which is less of a falling off than had been 
looked for. For the past week shipments from Duluth 
have been quite heavy, but of course there is nothing 
like the activity that characterized the midsummer sea- 
son a year ago. While eastern buyers, as indicated 
above, are making more inquiry at the mills on the 
upper lakes they are apparently not ready to buy, except 
such odd lots as they may pick up here and there to 
piece out broken assortments or where some mill man is 
found who is willing to make a slight concession to get 
rid of a round lot of lumber. The statement is made 
by our Buffalo correspondent that wholesalers at that 
point will probably go into the winter with lighter 
stocks than for a number of years past. Unless the 
retail demand from the east shall show improvement 
this will probably be the case, but with renewed activity 
in the eastern demand, should such a thing occur, east- 
crn wholesalers will be compelled to buy considerable 
stock in the west before the close of navigation. The big 
fire at Ashland last week wiped out about 50,000,000 
feet of lumber, relieving the market to that extent. At 
Menominee it is stated that few sales have been made 
during the past week, but a number of large dealers are 
reported in prospect. 

* * * 

A year ago hemlock producers were advancing prices 
every twenty to thirty days in an effort to shut off 
business so they might catch up with orders. This sea- 
son the situation is reversed. For two or three months 
past business has been dull and prices have steadily de- 
clined, This week the Wisconsin and northern Michigan 
mill men have issued a list based on $9.75 at Wausau 
for short piece stuff and a short time ago the base price 
in the eastern territory was reduced to $15 at New York 
city. No change has occurred recently in Michigan hem- 
lock prices. The new list in the western territory has 
not been out long enough to determine whether it will 
be maintained or not. The base price is higher than 
some quotations which have been made during the past 
thirty days, but it is believed that a strong effort will 
be made to maintain the new list and that prospects for 
fall trade are sufliciently encouraging to render this 
effort successful. Complaint is made from some of the 
castern markets that the $15 basing price is being cut to 
some extent, though on the whole market conditions 
have improved slightly since the beginning of July. 

* * ' 

In the New England territory spruce trade is quiet 
and water shipments from Bangor are reported compara- 
tively light. Inquiries, however, are increasing. Mill 
men are hoping for improvement in the near future and 
the larger concerns are said to be maintaining prices, 
though there is considerable cutting on the part of small 
mills. Within the past week the logs that were hung 
up on the Penobscot have been gotten down and no fur- 
ther delay to mill operations is looked for, though it is 
asserted that the cut for the season will be considerably 
less than had been anticipated at the beginning of the 
year. 2 ‘ . 

The North Carolina pine mills are continuing their 
policy of reducing output and as a result it is stated 
that good lumber is in lighter supply. Prices are firmer 
at the mills than they have been for several months, both 
on rough and dressed stock, particularly the latter. At 
Boston it is stated the North Carolina market is some- 
what quiet, but no further weakness has developed in 
prices. The reduction of output at the mills seems to 
have removed the possibility of a further decline, but 
the mills will continue to run on two-thirds time until 
general demand requires more active production. 

* * * 


There is an improvement in the inquiry for cypress in 
the east. Actual sales in large quantities are not yet 
reported, but prospects are encouraging. Stocks of dry 
lumber are in light supply and the market continues 
healthy in regard to prices. The statement is made that 


cypress will be admitted into Cuba under the classifica- 
tion of building wood instead of as cabinet wood, as 
heretofore, and if this be true the Cuban trade ought 
to be greatly stimulated thereby. The gulf coast cypress 
mills have postponed for the present the proposed advance 
in prices of thick cypress. The probability is, however, 
that such an advance will occur in the not distant future, 
probably amounting to $1 or $1.50 on all thicknesses over 
2 inches. The mills report a fair amount of current 
trade, with plenty of orders in sight to keep them busy 
until fall trade begins. 
* * * 

There is not much change to report in market condi- 
tions on the Pacific coast. Demand for lumber is quiet 
and prices are not being maintained as well as they 
were earlier in the season, but good crops in eastern 
Washington and Oregon give assurance of an active trade 
in that section, while prospects for demand in territory 
farther east have improved of late. The shingle situa- 
tion continues to be unsatisfactory. It is thought that 
prices have touched bottom, because if they should go 
lower it would mean actual loss to the mills. Many of 
the mills are closed down and will not resume opera- 
tions until the situation improves. Shingle logs are in 
good demand with no immediate prospects of a supply 
that will force down the price. 

* * * 

In some respects the hardwood market is beginning 
to show increased activity. Several of our eastern cor- 
respondents report a better demand and a more confi- 
dent feeling as to the future. Prices have held about 
even for several weeks, and as dry stock is not in heavy 
supply, with an increase in demand, such as is expected, 
the market ought to stiffen rather than weaken as 
the season advances. 


Northern Pine. 


Chicago. Trade for July and also for the first ten 
days of this month suffers by comparison with the same 
period a year ago. Yet the volume of business has ben 
almost as good as in an average year. ‘Kliminate last 
year from the record,” said one dealer, “and we would 
think trade was good,” As a matter of fact, country 
shipments have been ahead of last season. A comparison 
of the first six months of this year with the same 
period in 1899 shows an increase in shipments of 31,000,- 
000 feet for the season to July 1. Up to June 1 the 
increase was even more than this, but June was a quiet 
month and fell somewhat behind last year. Since July 
1 shipments have been running about even with those 
of 1899. This may be taken as conclusive evidence that 
the country trade has not suffered greatly from depres- 
sion, although during the last two months there has 
been considerable complaint among the yard dealers 
that the country trade was light. 

‘The manufacturing demand is another branch of the 
business that has kept up well. During the early 
months of the year the call for factory lumber was 
fully as good as at any time during the previous season. 
Latterly, however, this demand has fallen off somewhat, 
particularly from the box makers and the railroads, 
both of which classes of buyers are said to be taking 
only such stock as is required by their immediate neces- 
sities. For the season, however, the manufacturing 
demand leaves little room for complaint. The shortage 
in trade as a whole is due solely to the lack of local 
building demand and it is believed there would have 
been plenty of this had it not been for the labor trou- 
bles. In this respect the situation is now beginning to 
show improvement. The building commissioner’s report 
for July indicates that during that month permits were 
issued to the number of 346, covering a frontage of 
9,807 feet and a valuation of $2,108,800. This is an 
increase of thirteen in the number of permits as com- 
pared with June, 1,337 feet increase in frontage and 
nearly double the June record in valuation. Such an 
increase certainly indicates that building operations are 
steadily increasing, notwithstanding the labor troubles 
have not been definitely settled. Contractors have expe- 
rienced no trouble of late in securing men to carry on 
work, whether it be completion of old jobs or the begin- 
ning of new ones. New building is still largely restricted 
to structures of the smaller class, but these are the 
kind of buildings which consume the greater proportion 
of lumber to their cost. The opinion is generally held 
that only a formal settlement of the labor troubles is 
necessary to start what would be almost a boom in the 
building line. And in any event matters seem to have 
shaped themselves so that there witl be at least a fair 
amount of building this fall whether formal settlement 
shall be effected or not. Union men are accepting 
employment under the rules of the contractors’ associa- 
tion and seem glad to get it even at wages below what 
they were obtaining when the strike took place. 

Prices in this market have shown little variation dur- 
ing the summer months. For short piece stuff the yard 
prices are based on $15 to $15.50 and No. 1 boards are 
selling in the neighborhood of $19 to $20. Dealers 
seem to be getting these prices without much trouble 
in a wholesale way and are doing a little better in‘the 
city trade. 

Quietness is still the prevailing feature in the cargo 
trade, although there is a slightly better inquiry for 
white pine boards, piece stuff and timbers. Common 
inch sells readily because the offerings are limited. 
Prices will average about $15. On piece stuff the mar- 
ket is a little firmer than it was two weeks ago. The 
range is from $12.50 to $13, with an average price of 
about $12.75. The top figure is paid when the cargo 
contains a goodly proportion of 12-inch. Hemlock piece 
stuff continues to be offered freely and prices are tend- 
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ing downward although no sales have been made below 
$9. The shingle market has shown a little more activity 
in the cargo trade of late. Prices on 8-inch white 
cedar shingles are in the neighborhood of $2. It is 
said some have been sold as low as $1.90, but nominally 
the range is from $2 to $2.05. A good quality of 10-inch 
white cedar shingles will bring from 5 to 10 cents a 
thousand more than these prices. 

No change is reported in lake freight rates. Vessels 
are freely offered, but rates are so low that vesselmen 
prefer to remain idle rather than make further con- 
cessions, 

RECEIPTS FOR THE WEEK ENDING AUG. 4. 














LUMBER. SHINGLES. 
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LUMBER. SHINGLES. 
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18GD .ccccccscccesccccccccccce soe cececeeeces 14,346,000 5,086,000 
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SHIPMENTS FROM JAN. | TO AUG. 4, INCLUSIVE. 
LUMBER. SHINGLES. 
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We oidivivn sdk cccvcdvccncnsccvexécsces 39 062.000 5,476,000 


—_—e—oero—ernne—rres 


Minneapolis, Minn. While the past week has not 
seen a marked improvement in the white pine market 
at this point, manufacturers are becoming more and 
more convinced that a good trade may be expected later 
in the season. The inquiry, which was brisk last week, 
has strengthened to a considerable extent and many of 
the northwestern dealers seem to be somewhat anxious 
concerning the situation. No heavy orders are as yet being 
received, but from the tone of the inquiries it now seems 
probable business will be active at no far future date. 

Improved crop conditions are having their effect upon 
the market in this city. It is now reported that many 
of the projected buildings which were abandoned early 
in the summer have again been revived and will be 
erected as planned. The harvest shows that the crops are 
turning out better than was expected even a few weeks 
ago. This will have the effect of making the farmer a 
heavier consumer of lumber than was anticipated by the 
dealer. Recognizing the fact that his stock is small the 
dealer is becoming somewhat concerned over the business 
outlook and seems disposed to place a greater amount 
of reliance in the trade to be secured this fall. 

It is believed that the semi-annual meeting of the 
Mississippi Valley Lumbermen’s Association, which takes 
place at the West hotel in this city on August 21, will 
be productive of much good to the manufacturer. Care- 
fully prepared reports will be presented at this mect- 
ing by the secretary on the curtailment of the white 
pine cut in the northwest during the prescnt season. 
Heretofore no reliable information could be securcd by 
thu manufacturer and he has been compelled to basz his 
ideas upon his own judgment. In making up his report, 
Secretary Rhodcs has spared no effort to secure both full 
and reliable figures on the product of the present season 
as compared with that of last year. Just what effect 
this report may have upon the market cannot be antici- 
pated, but it is believed that it will have a tendency to 
strengthen prices to a certain extent. 

The logging situation has greatly improved this week. 
Heavy rains in the northern part of the state have sent 
the logs along at a rapid pace and it is reported that 
the advance guard of the drive which had been held up 
above St. Cloud is already arriving in Minneapolis. The 
conditions were such that the heavy rainfall sent the 
drive along at a much more rapid rate than was antic- 
ipated. As a result it now seems probable that the mills 
will not be compelled to close. Most of them have a 
few logs on hand which will probably keep them in opera- 
tion until turning can again be resumed. Mill men were 
quite prepared for such a condition of affairs and while 
they were inclined to the belief that the mills must be 
closed yet they were alive to the fact that heavy rains 
might make this not necessary. 

The receipts and shipments for the past week are as 
follows: 

Receipts, Shipments, 
feet feet 





, eet. 
August 1..... 225,000 1,335,000 
pO eee 375,000 1,305,000 
August 3.... 105,000 1,080,000 
BUBURE 4.0 cccces 'Y 450,000 1,305,000 
BEE Cec ces enccevdves 285,000 1,140,000 
pS a Sere ert ray 195,000 1,245,000 
TOME nav ab 666 0000 1,635,000 7,410,000 
Totals last week........-- 1,665,000 6,780,000 
Decrease =. cccccccsccces S008 = aetves 
BORTORRS 6c ci nvowsctilenie  heeeesd 630,000 
—eoeeaeraernw" 


Saginaw Valley. The lumber market is featureless. 
No transactions in large wholesale lots have been noted 
during the week. There is not much lumber offering 
here and the inquiry is confined largely to car lots. 
There is nothing new in the matter of prices. While 
some concessions have been made, prices are generally 
firmly held. : 

Yard dealers are doing a moderate business for this 
season of the year. Some concerns have quite a rush of 
orders for a few days and then business will fall off. It 
seems to be somewhat spasmodic. It is the consensus 
of opinion that there will be a material increase in the 
volume of business early next month. Some dealers say 
they do not look for much activity until after the elec- 


tion. Then if everything goes right they are looking 
for a busy winter. 


Buffalo, N. Y. The white pine trade is “flat” of 
course, but with more or less qualification. A dealer 
who is good at sizing up the situation comes back 
from the east with the assertion that there is a fairly 
large amount of it going into actual consumption, so 
that it is the attitude of the retailer that is making the 
apparent difference in the business. Last year if a 
retailer had a call for a thousand feet of this or that 
grade he bought a carload. Now he does as nearly the 
opposite as he possibly can. If the order is for 2x4s 
he will rip up 2x8s rather than buy anything. If 
there is anything he can get that can be used as a 
substitute it is made to answer. There will be a fair 
fall trade, but the pinching policy of the eastern retailer 
will still have its influence. Southern pine is off and 
there is a disposition to use that for everything that 
can be made of it. So the middle-point dealer must 
still guess what the winter price is to be. The war is 
on for another indefinite time. As a consequence our 
dealers are going west occasionally, listening to the 
reports of firmness there and then coming home again 
without buying more than some odd lot that they may 
happen to have dropped on. The chances are now that 
they will not know much more of prospects when they 
must buy\or stay out for the season than they do now. 
As a result it is more than ever apparent that this 
market will go into winter with the smallest stock on 
record. Our people have the money and want to buy, 
but they are afraid. 


“~<V<__"—_——_—_—_—~""" 





Boston, Mass. The movement of white pine is decid- 
edly sluggish. It is as quiet as any lumber on the list 
and salesmen and dealers are not hazarding any guess 
as to how soon this condition will ve changed for a 
livelier demand. When one comes to the question of 
price, however, the story is entirely different; there 
seems to be no disposition to cut prices and no oppor- 
tunity to do so. Reports from the vicinity of Minne- 
apolis tell the eastern dealer that the mills in that 
locality are short fully 500,000,00 feet this summer, 
owing to the lack of logs and other causes. This will 
result, of course, in a shorter crop of logs the coming 
winter, and this condition, coupled with the strength of 
the holders of white pine throughout, should make it 
entirely unnecessary to concede anything in price. 


i ee ad 

Philadelphia, Pa. There is a little business doing, 
especially in bill timber, and more or less strips are 
moving. Mixed cars are the order of the day and 
orders have been taken for as many as eleven items in 
one car. There has been a considerable falling off in 
sales since May, principally on account of the idea 
among consumers that the price of white pine should 
come down in sympathy with the weakening in other 
lines. The opinion of good judges is that business will 
follow when the price “gets low enough.” ‘There is no 
concealing the fact that cutting is largely being done. 





Spruce. 


New York City. Adriondack spruce is quiet and, in 
spite of the fact that there are reports of prices being 
cut mercilessly, but little stock is moving. If anything, 
price-cutting stops business. Several houses which 
recently quoted figures on an inquiry for spruce were 
flatly informed that the purchase would not be made 
this summer simply because of the diversity of price 
that was met with. Where figures are made by mutual 
agreement and lived up to, the buyer can feel certain he 
is being mulcted neither as to price nor grade. 

Boston, Mass. News from the center of things in the 
spruce market is encouraging rather than otherwise. It 
is difficult to explain why it is, but certainly report has 
it that a good many inquiries are obliged to go to a 
number of sources before getting satisfied. It is not to 
be concluded, however, that the price has stiffened up 
particularly, although members of the association still 
claim to be holding to the list price with a greater or 
less degree of firmness. The smaller mills, which act inde- 
pendently and are obliged to sell their lumber for cash, 
will fill the wants of the buyer so far as they are able, 
at concessions from the established list. These mills, 
however, are often unable to fill the bill when anything 
but the easiest orders are required, and then the large 
car mills are able to get in their work and obtain their 
price. One thing begins to be evident, and that is that 
when the new demand does set in, and the conditions of 
a year ago are repeated, the spruce fellows will make 
haste a little more slowly and jump their price by 
slower degrees. The story of the goose that laid the 
golden egg has been told frequently and oft during the 
past six months; we have all learned it, 








Philadelphia, Pa. The demand for spruce has con- 
siderably slackened since the last report, and just 
exactly why is not understood. A week ago the inquiries 
were numerous and a number of good orders were 
placed, but this week there seems to have come one of 
these slumps that occur oceasionally in all the lines. 


White Cedar. 


Minneapolis, Minn. The market for white cedar 
is very quiet at this point. It was reported by several 
handlers that there was some inquiry for poles the 
first part of this week, but as yet no large sales are 
recorded. Select telephone poles are in some demand 








and the greater part of the business now being done 
is in this class of goods. Prices are steady, without 
probable fluctuations. 





Hardwoods. 


Chicago. Some of the local hardwood dealers say 
that they cannot see much improvement in the volume 
of demand over last month, but there are others, among 
them some of the heaviest handlers in the country, who 
say that trade is visibly better and that demand is fully 
as good for some varieties of stock as it has been at any 
time within the past year or two, excepting perhaps 
during the hight of the boom. Possibly the best inquiry 
at present is for plain white and red oak, poplar and 
cottonwood. Demand for some of the other varieties of 
lumber is, however, not quite up to nermal. 

Hardwood lumbermen are somewhat disappointed over 
the poor showing that has been made by the furniture 
woods of late. It had been anticipated that the furni- 
ture expositions held at Grand Rapids, Chicago, Rock- 
ford and elsewhere would result in some good orders for 
furniture, and that the varieties of lumber that are used 
in furniture construction would thereby receive some 
immediate benefit. The orders which were given for 
furniture were mostly for the higher class of stock, very 
few orders for low grade furniture having been entered. 
As the furniture manufacturers are fairly well supplied 
with raw material for high grade stock, they do not find 
it necessary to buy much lumber, and therefore the 
dealers catering to the furniture trade are not doing 
much, either in good lumber or common. 

The agricultural implement manufacturers, it is said, 
will have to carry over considerable of their stock manu- 
factured to meet an expected heavy demand. As crops 
in the northwest proved disappointing, a considerable 
amount of machinery intended for that territory will 
have to be carried over, and therefore manufacture will 
not go forward as uninterruptedly as it did last year, 
when the usual shut-down preparatory to starting up 
again in the fall was not observed. Of course, the big 
crops of the southwest will help that territory to absorb 
some of this surplus, but cannot be expected to overcome 
it entirely.’ As a consequence, the agricultural imple- 
ment manufacturers are not buying lumber extensively 
at the present time. In car building there is still quite 
a little activity shown, and cottonwood, poplar, oak, ash 
and a few other wocds are finding some outlet in that 
direction, but the immediate requirement is not heavy. 

Not having an urgent demand from the yards, the 
wholesale hardwood men are buying from the mills 
sparingly. A few purchases of blocks of stock have been 
reported, usually of not more than a million feet or so, 
but as a rule these purchases were made to fill actual 
contracts, and no more is taken than the contracts cal) 
for. Speculative buying of hardwoods in mill cut quan- 
tities is not being indulged in to any extent. 

While there has been more or less tmprovement in 
the local demand within the past two or three weeks, 
doubtless owing to the steady increase in building opera- 
tions, even though it has not been heavy, there has 
been little if any strengthening of prices. Quartered oak 
is still weak and is being offered in excess of the current 
requirements. Basswood is fairly steady, though the 
bulk of the product is in strong hands and owners do not 
propose to sacrifice it, Maple contines weak and can 





now be purchased close to the prices that ruled two . 


years ago; that is to say, in the neighborhood of $12 for 
log run and possibly a little better than $5, $10 and $15 
on grade. Considerable cottonwood has lately been sold 
on contract, but the general demand is not heavy, espe- 
cially for small lots. White ash and hickory show little 
change and both are weak. Northern white birch finds 
few friends, and can probably be bought at the lowest 
price that has been observed in several years. Elm is 
quiet and unchanged. 

According to late advices from the north the hard- 
wood manufacturers of Wisconsin and Michigan are 
still holding their stocks at the same figures that they 
have been asking right along, althougn now and then 
some concessions can be obtained. Buyers say that the 
average quality of northern stock this year is much below 
that of last year, for the reason that more low grade 
logs were put in and the logs were cut up closer than 
had previously been the rule, on the theory that low 
grade lumber was going to continue in firm demand, 
which was not the case. 

The foreign demand for hardwoods is still fair, al- 
though many foreign buyers are complaining that thev 
have too heavy a stock of American woods on hand. 
Exportations from the various United States ports, 
however, continue liberal where freight rates will per- 
mit and tonnage is now becoming somewhat more plen- 
tiful. 





Saginaw Valley. The hardwood trade on the Sag 
inaw river is dull just now. There is not a large quan 
tity of dry stock available, but enough to meet the re- 
quirements of the market. Log run ash is quoted here 
at $18; red oak at $20 to $24; basswood at $17 and $18: 
elm at $16 and maple at $14. The output of many small 
interior mills is handled by dealers on this river. Col. 
John Sherwood, who operates at Saginaw for W. H. Gil- 
bert, will handle several million feet. S. F. Derry is 
handling 15,000,000 feet of hardwoods and hemlock this 
season, and a number of other concerns are buying and 
selling. 

St. Louis, Mo. Hardwoods are not taking rapid 
strides at the present time and this market cannot report 
as much improvement as was in evidence a week ago; 
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but there is consolation in the fact that there has been no 
falling off. As there are a constantly increasing number 
of factories being added to the list of buyers it is from 
this class of trade that the entire improvement has thus 
far been, and it is upon it alone that the wholesalers 
rely to keep things moving until there is a desire upon 
the part of the factories to stock up—which will be the 
beginning of the fall trade. 

The local wholesalers do not yet see their way clear to 
enter the buying field aggressively. There has been no 
large amount of lumber offered them during the 
past month or more, but they seem to have been able to 
absorb all they were willing to take in without the 
effort of going after it. They are yet extremely con- 
servative in making purchases and only a few have de- 
veloped a tendency to speculate and take advantage of 
the present low prices to stock up. There are a few 
local stocks which are in excellent shape to meet the 
fall trade when it starts up, but the majority of deal- 
ers are buying with no more freedom than are their 
customers and their assortments are poor. Those who 
represent southern mills and who sell to the local people 
are still carefully avoiding bringing in any lumber which 
is not already sold and there is practically no consign- 
ment business on a commission basis, which is a strange 
condition for this market. 

Reports from the mills are to the effect that weather 
conditions continue to improve and that those of the 
mills which are running are having less trouble with 
their logging. However, the mills that have been shut 
down during the past three months are not starting up 
just yet, and the production does not promise to be 
much heavier than at present until there is a mose de 
cided brightening of things in this northern country. 

The oak market shows little change in point of de- 
mand and absolutely no change so far as prices are con 
cerned. Red oak still sells easier than white, in both 
plain and quartered stock, and the indications are that 
this will be the case during the remainder of the sea- 
son. <A few sales of thick white oak are reported, but 
there is very little of this variety of stock being of 
fered. 

Hardwood wholesalers having a trade with the farm 
machinery manufacturers, say there are some brisk 
inquiries out for yellow pine pole stock for fall deliv- 
ery, and it is likely that some heavy orders will be 
placed in the near future. In other respects trade with 
these people shows little change during the past few 
weeks. The wagon makers are buying freely of box boards 
—either cottonwood or poplar—and hickory and oak 
material already sized up. 

Cottonwood continues in heavy receipt on old con- 
tracts, but there is little new business being placed. 
Stocks in the hands of the box makers are not large, 
but contracts are out for all the stock necessary to sup- 
ply present needs, and there is no temptation to buy, 
although values are lower than they were a month ago. 
This same condition is true of gum, but the receipts are 
not so heavy as of cottonwood. 

The price situation shows absolutely no change dur 
ing the past few weeks, and while a decline is not feared, 
no one expects an advance until the outlook shows up 
more clearly. 
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New York City. The hardwood market may be said 
to be in a fair condition on all the stocks that come 
under that head. The old prices hold and most of 
them hold firnty, with only a small demand to be noted 
and little stock oi the move. All the dealers are look- 
ing forward to a good business after the hot weather is 
over, 


Neer 


Buffalo, N. Y. There is a generally better report 
from the hardwood dealers, all appearing to feel a 
return of demand. ‘This report is so practically unani- 
mous that it cannot be mistaken. Prices will not stiffen 
up yet and there are those who say they will go lower. 
though there is reason for doubting this. Still, there 
are price lists coming in from certain parts of the south- 
west that are not reassuring. It is declared, though, 
that these lists come almost uniformly from either 
small mills or men who are not producers at all, who 
must depend on buying their stock before they can iill 
an order. At the same time the large producers of 
oak and ash or any other standard hardwood are saying 
that they have small stocks and cannot afford to cut 
the prices. One dealer reports sales of inch quartered 
white oak at $63, white ash at $45 and-log-run maple 
at $19, but another dealer calls the price of oak some- 
what high. The scarcity of basswood is still apparent. 


——_—e—aOeTorOrnO"" 


Boston, Mass. There is a certain steady impetus to 
the hardwood market which, while the trade cannot be 
justly called brisk or active, still serves to hold it 
fairly strong as regards price. There is comparatively 
little shopping about on the part of buyers, for while 
there is a wide range between the price ot some of the 
poor stock that is offered and the nicest of hardwoods, 
buyers seem to realize that good stock must bring the 
market price. While the demand is certainly quiet, the 
stocks at the sources of supply seem to de not, greatly 


more than adequate for what is called for. Quartered 


white oak strikes somewhere near $65, and in cases of 
particularly nice cars brings considerably more, while 
some southern stock is undoubtedly bought at less. The 
call is not at all loud or vehement, but there is some- 
thing doing in all the offices where hardwoods are han- 
dled, and dealers appear to be contented to await for a 
month or so the more active trade which they confi- 
dently expect. Plain white oak is good property to 
have, and the demand for it shows more life and strength 
than for quartered. Plain oak sells easily and quickly 


at $44 to $45, and does not seek far for a buyer; cer- 
tainly none of it is forced upon the market, The sale for 
red oak is limited, and on this account probably it is 
steady at about $42, with $45 for thick stock. 

Elm is stationary and its movement is largely depen- 
dent upon ash, for which it is mostly used as a substi- 
tute. The piano and organ trade, which has been rather 
good, is pretty well supplied, and outside of these uses 
elm does not find a ready market at any time, except 
occasionally for house trim. ‘There is a quiet demand, 
however, for a limited number of cars at all times, and 
no fluctuations in price are observed. 

Ash is quoted at $42 to $43 for l-inch, and $45 and up 
for thicker. Yards and manufacturing houses are pretty 
well supplied, and in consequence the lumber moves 
apathetically. Orders are small and may be called infre- 
quent. There is, however, no rushing about to sell and 
little movement in price. The same may be said of 
brown ash, which brings $40 for 1-inch., 

Maple flooring salesmen express various opinions, 
some reporting a fair volume of trade and others dull- 
ness. All substantially agree, however, in claiming that 
prices are fairly well maintained. Maple boards and 
thick lumber find their way through various channels 
to their ultimate consumption in about the usual volume, 
although one house reports more activity than hereto- 
fore. 

Philadelphia, Pa. Business shows a falling off dur- 
ing the last ten days, after the little spurt it had a 
couple of weeks ago. ‘The principal reason is the flat- 
ness of trade in the furniture factories and kindred 
branches. On the other hand, it is noted that the yards 
are selling more lumber than they did two menths ago. 
Cull cherry is very scarce, but the common is plentiful, 
with a slow sale. There is practically no 24-inch dry 
ash to be had. The other lines show no change from the 
last report. 

Cincinnati, O. one of the leading dealers said this 
morning, “It may be that generally the only evidence 
that trade is improving is the fact of a better feeling,” 
but the confidence shown is of the kind among the vet- 
erans that seems to be founded on real conditions. Dur- 
ing the midsummer season, and especially during the 
torrid spell of the past week, trade has kept up remark- 
ably well. The demand ranges from poplar to cotton- 
wood and hickory in degree of briskness, hickory being 
generally reported dead. Ash is no stronger, quartered 
oak fair. There are marked symptoms of added firmness 
in almost all lines. 





Hemlock. 





The action of the Wisconsin hemlock manufacturers, 
at the meeting held in Milwaukee on Tuesday of this 
week, will undoubtedly result in straightening out the 
demoralization which has existed in prices during the 
past month. The association adopted a new list, based 
on $9.75 on a Wausau rate of freight. This is not as 
low as some of the prices which have been quoted 
lately, but as there was a strong sentiment in favor 
of a $10 list it is believed the new basis will be 
strictly maintained. Mill men in the Wisconsin terri- 
tory report a comparatively light trade during the past 
thirty days, though within a week or two demand from 
retailers has shown improvement. ‘This was probably 
largely due to the low prices which had been quoted, 
but it also indicates that the retail dealers are getting 
to the point where they see the necessity of starting 
up for fall trade. Indications are believed to point to 
a good business during the balance of the season. The 
shortage in white pine log supply will probably result in 
an increased demand for hemlock, especially as the 
new list makes a wider differential between that wood 
and white pine than has prevailed for some time past. 

In Michigan territory the hemlock situation remains 
practically unchanged. It is stated by some of the 
Michigan mill men that trade is slowly though steadily 
improving and that there is a growing feeling of con- 
fidence in the stabjlity of prices. Reports from the 
Michigan mills indicate that there has been a slight 
increase in stocks during the past month. Considering 
the light trade, however, this is only what might have 
been expected and it does not appear that stocks at the 
mills are unusually heavy for this season of the year. 
After considering the situation carefully the price list 
committee of the Michigan association, at a meeting 
held in Detroit on July 27, decided to make no changes 
in prices at present. It was also determined that no 
further meetings of the price list committee should be 


held until about September 15, so there is no likelihood’ 


of a change being made in prices in the meantime. 

Demand for hemlock in the eastern territory is not 
active, but the situation has improved somewhat since 
the adoption of the new list in that section. In the 
Buffalo territory the basis of hemlock prices is between 
$13 and $14 and at New York the new basis is $15. 
Retailers do not seem to expect lower prices and there 
is a general feeling that trade will improve sufficiently 
within the next thirty days to remove all danger of a 
further decline. 


New York City. No one denies that the bottom price 
on hemlock has been reached, and the general feeling is 
that it will go much higher before it gets a penny lower. 
There is a better feeling evident and quite a number of 
inquiries are coming in at the new base of $15. 
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Buffalo, N. Y. There is a decline in the price of hem- 
lock that ought to satisfy the most exacting consumer 


and set him to building again. The asking price of $16 
for base was maintained some time, but it can be had 
now for $13, though there are some firms still insisting 
on 50 cents or $1 more. The demand for it is not large 
yet and it may happen that the decline will not stimu- 
late buying, but it at least indicates that the fierce 
demand for it, which was the excuse for doubling the 
price of last year, is not in existence now. When com- 
plaint was then made that soon nobody could afford 
to do business on such prices it was stated that the 
books of the heavy hemlock producers were burdened 
with orders that could not be filled in six months and 
that it was for the purpose of shutting them off that 
the high price was made. It is not denied now that 
orders are comparatively few. 





Philadelphia, Pa. Hemlock continues to be the most 
puzzling item in the list. There is very little buying, as 
before, on account of the uncertainty of prices. As a 
matter of fact, there is no longer an established base 
price, the prices going with the orders, in spite of all 
the efforts that can be made by the large wholesale 
dealers to hold values at a level, The responsibility for 
this condition of affairs rests entirely with the manu- 
facturers; not, of course, with all of them, but with 
those who are filling orders at nearly any price they 
can get. The consumer naturally takes advantage of 
this condition and buys at the lowest prices. The latter 
end of last week two or three of the larger wholesale 
dealers met informally and talked over the matter of 
prices. It was suggested to call a meeting of those in- 
terested with a view of seeking to establish a uniform 
base, but the idea was given up as impracticable. The 
limited demand for hemlock is partly responsible for 
the drop in the price, but nevertheless all the conditions 
at manufacturing points indicate a maintenance of the 
$15 basis, and it is conceded that it needs only a brisk- 
ing of things to make this figure the working base. 
Retailers and consumers who count on a further weaken- 
ing of values will find when September is reached that 
they have counted without their host, and that instead 
of paying less for hemlock than it is being bought at 
today, they will pay somewhat nearer the $15 mark. 





Poplar. 





Chicago. Sales of poplar continue reasonably large 
and supplies are somewhat more available than they 
were, owing to a fair supply of logs having been 
obtained at many of the larger mills. However, it is 
confidently asserted by a leading manufacturer that only 
a small proportion of the mills received logs enough to 
last them for any length of time and that the greater 
number of mills in the poplar producing section are 
barely able to keep their plants in operation. It is 
evident that a normal trade will rapidly absorb what- 
ever surplus poplar there now appears to be, but there 
are few who will admit that there is any such thing as 
a surplus in that kind of stock. Prices for firsts and 
seconds are being maintained around $35, for common in 
the vicinity of $25 and for cull $16.50 to $17. 
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Boston, Mass. There has been for some weeks past a 
general expectation that with the new supplies of logs 
and the new activity of the poplar mills in consequence, 
the price must shade off a little. Half a dozen large 
dealers all agree, however, in reporting a reasonable 
demand and a firm price. There are stories of sales of 
poplar at lower prices, but the large dealer who has the 
confidence of the buyer generally reports that he is 
unable to sell such stock as is wanted for less than $37 
to $39 for l-inch, with the usual advance for the thicker 
lumber and squares. Wholesalers, almost unanimously, 
are paying a price which absolutely prohibits lower 
figures to the yard, and poplar still carries her flag 
triumphantly high, in spite of all predictions to the con- 
trary. Some dealers, while stating that they are able to 
sell for less than $38, qualify the remark with the state- 
ment that they are also unable to get that figure. 
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Cincinnati, Poplar still heads the market for firm- 
ness, and the general belief is that if the price has not 
fully adjusted itself to conditions any further changes 
are much more likely to be in an ascending than descend- 
ing scale. If there are any breaks in prices hereabouts, 
they are very quietly made, and not acknowledged or 
easily traced. Perhaps nine out of ten dealers will report 
firmness. 





Pacific Coast Woods. 





Seattle, Wash. There isn’t much of interest to chron- 
icle in the lumber situation on Puget sound. The 
demand is no better than at any time within a month; if 
anything it is a little duller. Manufacturers and whole- 
salers do expect, however, an improvement toward the 
latter end of the month, but no one looks for a heavy 
demand until after the presidential campaign is over. 
The rail trade is disappointing and some price cutting 
is being indulged in, but as a whole prices are fairly 
steady—more so, probably, than in any other section of 
the country. The siding and other upper grade stock is 
doing fairly well, but dimension and the common grades 
are dull. In the cargo trade coastwise freights, which 
showed a weakening tendency a couple of weeks ago, are 
now reported stiff. Foreign freights remain the same 
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as heretofore. The loggers are maintaining prices well, 
the association’s action in keeping the large camps 
closed until August 15 apparently is having the desired 
effect. The British Columbia lumber market is reported 
good, while the Portland and Columbia river districts 
report dullness. Some lumber is moving to eastern 
Washington, but the volume is not as large as it will be 
next month. The local trade is fairly active and prices 
are being well maintained, 





Southern Pine. 


St. Louis, Mo. The present spell of hot weather has 
taken some of the energy out of trade; wholesalers are 
not after orders as briskly as they were last week, nor 
are the retailers in the market very heavily. Still, pres- 
ent orders are fully up to the capacity of the mills and all 
say they are doing a very fair business. New business 
has come in with such freedom during the past month 
that the manufacturing end of the business has all it 
can take care of. Some localities in the more southern 
portions of the producing country report considerable 
wet weather and say some trouble has resulted, but, on 
the whole, there has been a normal production and ship- 
ments have gone forward very freely. The local whole- 
salers all report that the question of securing a suffi- 
cient number of cars in which to make shipments is 
much more serious than it has been at any time thus far 
this year, and there is considerable delay in consequence. 
This is causing much complaint from the retailers, for 
nearly all orders have been held back until there was 
immediate need of the stock, and the delay in deliv- 
eries works a hardship upon them. The wholesalers 
say they expect considerable trouble of this nature in 
the near future and they are keeping as nearly up with 
their orders as possible to avoid trouble. 

A trip around among the local wholesale offices devel- 
ops the information that the right hand side of the list 
continues to move the easiest. There is a heavy de- 
mand for dimension and common boards, but there is lit- 
tle call for shed stock. No one claims to be getting or- 
ders for straight cars of flooring; whatever of this class 
of stock is going out is in small lots. 

Those who are doing a business in special bills say 
trade conditions are entirely satisfactory. A number 
of large bills have been placed within the past few days 
and very few mills are in need of orders. Some good 
orders for car material have also been placed of late, 
but this class of business is not so brisk as it will be 
after the election. It is stated that this same condi- 
tion is also true of the bridge timber trade, but a num- 
ber of large orders for this latter class of material have 
been secured within the past few weeks by local people 
despite this claim. 

The general price situation continues to be particularly 
strong. There is no weakening anywhere along the 
line, and a comparison of the situation with that of a 
little over a month ago is very striking. No one is ask- 
ing that a cut be made in order that some certain variety 
of stock can be moved, but anything that is said about 
values is of a stiff-backed nature, and there is no doubt 
expressed that there will be a movement inaugurated to 
advance the list as soon as the fall trade shows indica- 
tions of setting in. 





_—_—eroraenn 


Chicago. The fact that the yellow pine demand is 
increasing is being demonstrated more plainly day by 
day. Nearly every yellow pine dealer who is approached 
nowadays says that his inquiries are larger and his 
orders more numerous than they have been for at least 
two months past. In fact, ever since the adoption of the 
new list, which furnished a basing point for yellow pine 
manufacturers in all localities—a political plank, as it 
were, on which all could stand—there has been a steady 
accretion of business and a better tone to values. At 
many of the mills the reports are that business has 
increased a big percentage; the the list is not found to 
be shaded in any locality and that inquiries are coming 
in that betoken a first rate fall demand. So that the 
yellow pine horizon is once more clear and smooth sail- 
ing may be expected for some time to come, always pro- 
vided, of course, that those who are guiding the craft do 
not make any such mistakes as were made last winter in 
crowding sail too hard. 

Dealers in railroad material say that trade has re- 
cently been getting rather quiet, new orders not being 
forthcoming with the frequency that characterized this 
department of the business for the past year and a half. 
At the same time the mills have been so far behind on 
their orders for railroad and car material for some time 
past that they have not yet begun to feel the effect of 
the falling off in orders at this end of the line, though 
they may do so later. Texas mills are not apt to feel 
any serious falling off for a long time to come, as they 
are so well supplied with export orders and with orders 
from the interior for yard stock that they are counting 
upon a continuuously booming trade throughout the bal- 
ance of the summer and fall. 

The yellow pine demand west of the river, which is 
expected will amount to something prodigious this fall, 
has already appeared in some quarters and promises to 
come well up to the expectations of the trade. The im- 
mense crops which have gladdened the hearts of the 
southwestern farmers this summer will surely be of 
some benefit to the lumber industry. ' 





Kansas City, Mo. It cannot be said that the yellow 
pine demand of this territory is entirely satisfactory. 
While a fair amount of business is being done the trade 
thus far this month has hardly come up to expecta- 


tions. The traveling men report that their customers 
say they will be in the market for a good deal of lum- 
ber a little later on, but they are not placing many 
orders just at this time. The prospects for business 
are still very encouraging, however, and a good demand 
will come later on when the fall building season has 
set in. The demand is hardly as good as it ought to 
be to hold prices firm and dealers say that they are 
offered stocks at less than regular prices by quite a 
number of firms. 

The mills in the association appear to be maintain- 
ing their prices, and all that is needed to estab- 
lish the new list on a firm basis is a few weeks of good 
business. Not any of the mills are suffering from lack 
of business, and they all have several weeks’ run on 
hand at this time and should get through August with 
a good many unfilled orders on their books. Parties 
who have been among the mills lately say that stocks 
are not as well assorted as they should be at this time 
of the year, and especially in view of a heavy demand 
in the near future. Dimension is very scarce at most 
of the Missouri and Arkansas mills, some of the mills 
being practically out of some sizes, and there are sev- 
eral items of which there is a general shortage. The 
shipments at this time are equal to or in excess of the 
cuts and from now on yellow pine mill stocks will be 
reduced instead of being increased. 

ee . 

New Orleans, La. The adoption of the new list at 
St. Louis seems to have a beneficial effect on trade even 
at this distance from the seat of trouble. Manufacturers 
in the section tributary to this center all report an 
improvement in demand and an increase in inquiries. 
Local trade is unchanged. Foreign business remains about 
as formerly and has been satisfactory during the entire 
season. Wet weather seems to be now a thing of the 
past. Although the rains hindered mill work materially, 
still they came at a season when such a hindrance was 
perhaps more of a benefit than otherwise to the general 
trade. The mills west of the river, as well as those 
along the Illinois Central, report a good railroad demand 
in addition to their regular yard trade. 


——e—e—eeerowors 


New York City. It must be confessed that the call is 
a light one, but still what lumber there is moving is not 
at the exaggeratedly low figures rumored about. If 
these figures were prevailing the chances are that there 
would be lots of lumber moving, for the men in the retail 
trade are just as anxious to get hold of a good thing 
as any other pushing man of Teubeues. 


—_—e—eeo 


Buffalo, N. Y. There is prospect of much use of all 
sorts of southern pine. Some of the consumers say with 
a laugh that they have solved the situation and are 
now ready to buy. What they do is to get the seller’s 
price and then make ‘him an offer, which they appear to 
think is equivalent to a trade. Some dealers are bring- 
ing it in from the ocean by canal, close to a million feet 
having come in by that route last month. 


“_—rrrr—r"e"sv 


Boston, Mass. One of the larger shippers of hard 
pine to this market reports that rift flooring during the 
week has advanced a full dollar, not so much by con- 
certed agreement as by demand. He reports that he 
could sell ten cars at any moment if he had them, and 
that rift hard pine is difficult to get, that is, No. 1 rift 
and heart. There is some Star rift to be sold, but the 
list throughout does not show anything under pressure 
to sell. Trade has picked up wonderfully in the last 
week or ten days, both in inquiry and actual orders. 
The hard pine market is always more or less mercurial 
and rises and falls without other apparent cause than 
the atmosphere. Yard men seem to have taken the 
notion of buying, or are at least getting ready to buy, 
all in a bunch. If this condition proves contagious 
throughout the entire list we shall not have to wait 
until spring for a good brisk market. 


North Carolina Pine. 


Norfolk, Va. The lumber situation continues to show 
evidences of strength and a good trade is looked for next 
month that will continue until winter. 

Good stock is growing scarcer, Tne mills will not 
change the present system of two-thirds time, however, 
until such time when the general demand becomes equal 
to their output. Prices are firmer than at any time 
this summer on both rough and dressed, and especially is 
this true of dressed stock. 

Vessels are in good supply at $2.25 to $2.40 to New 
York and sound ports and $3.50 to Boston. 











New York City. Although not so much movement is 
to be reported in this stock as there might be, still the 
bulk of the business done is of a satisfactory character. 
A better feeling is evident and there is no desire to take 
orders at any figure. Much of this has been brought 
about, of course, by the action of the manufacturers in 
not flooding the market, and no one denies that the fall 
prospeets are most glowing. Compared to the usual 
midsummer business, there is no cause to grumble at 
what is now doing. The price of $15 for roofers is being 
adhered to. 





Boston, Mass. The North Carolina pine market is 
somewhat quiet, but no further recessions which extend 
throughout the market are noted during the week, Here 
and there one finds a fellow who is willing to drop a lit- 
tle to unload, but the mill men seem to feel the condition 


which exists throughout the hard pine market and are 
fairly strong in their position. There are undoubtedly 
large quantities of lumber sawed for the Boston market 
and piled up for sale, but a good many mills have shut 
down and more will do so. 





Cypress. 


Chicago. The warm wave that has recently visited 
this section of the country seems to have checked ma- 
terially the sale of cypress, and therefore the lull in 
demand may not be considered as being other than 
temporary. Inquiry continues to some extent and there 
is every prospect for a fair fall trade, even better than 
has prevailed so far this year. Considerable cypress 
is going into consumption in the city just now owing 
to the increased requirements of the small factories, 
which are again starting up in consonance with the 
demonstrated failure of the building trades strike, but 
dealers are pretty well provided with stock and do 
not find it necessary to purchase additional supplies 
for the present. However, if trade keeps along at its 
present gait they must shortly be in the market. 
Cypress manufacturers are in somewhat better position 
to furnish dry lumber than they have been previously 
this season, although accumulations are said to be 
comparatively small. Good trade is developing west 
of the Missouri river where big crops prevail and the 
fall demand in that district is expected to be one of 
unusual magnitude. Prices are being steadily main- 
tained and although there are hints of an advance in 
the near future, nothing of the kind is contemplated 
before September and possibly not until October. 








St. Louis, Mo. Reports of the dealers in this market 
are to the effect that there are few large orders being 
placed at the present time. They do not give many rea- 
sons for this condition, but as there is more of a cer- 
tainty than there was a few weeks ago that prices will 
not be advanced during August, orders are being delayed 
as much as possible. The cypress people all say that 
while there is little barge load business just now, the 
carload orders are easier to secure than at any time 
within the past three months. Quite a large amount of 
Arkansas and Mississippi stock is coming in and this 
retards the sale of the Louisiana product to some extent, 
but there are a goodly number of small orders being 
obtained by the representatives of the Louisiana mills. 
Some barge load orders secured during the spring are 
now being filled, and the receipts are up to the normal 
for this season. Reports from the mills continue to be 
flattering. None of the mills is in need of orders, and 
they all claim to be securing new business as rapidly as 
they are filling old orders, so there is no chance of their 
running short. The weather has been entirely satisfac- 
tory during the past few weeks and there have been no 
em to the turning out of a large amount of 
stock. 

Shipments to the country trade tributary to this 
market are going forward with some freedom and the 
situation in this respect is fully up to expectations. 
Local stocks have not gained during the past month or 
more, despite the fact that sales to the factory trade 
have not been as heavy as they were earlier, and this 
is one of the bright features of the present situation so 
far a sthe local trade is concerned. The feeling around 
town is that there will be a marked brightening up of 
trade as soon as the wholesale yards begin to have a 
better factory demand in the northern country. 





Kansas City, Mo. Conditions are all favorable to 
a strict maintenance of list prices on cypress lumber 
during the rest of the year, with advances on some 
items, especially stock over 1-inch in thickness. The yard 
demand for 7 in this territory, while not unus- 
ually active, is satisfactory, with the best of prospects 
for a heavy trade during the fall season. .u¢ mils 
are getting in orders as fast as they want them and 
in some cases are not shipments as promptly 
as the dealers would like, although in this respect the 
situation is better than it was a few weeks ago, Mill 
stocks continue light and considerably broken and the 
manufacturers have had so much trade that they have 
not been able to accumulate stock for some time. There 
is a good demand for factory stock at Kansas City and 
other large river towns, there being more mill work 
calling for cypress than at any time in the past. 





New Orleans, La. ‘The question of prices came up 
at the last meeting of the Southern Cypress Company 
in this city, at which time the situation was pretty 
thoroughly discussed. It came out that the volume of 
current trade was closely crowding the rate of produc- 
tion and that most of the mills had orders enough ahead 
to keep them busy until the fall trade opened up. Some 
were in favor of raising prices, but the majority thought 
it would be best to wait until the situation developed 
more definitely. It was pretty well understood, however, 
that later there would be an advance of from $1 to $1.50 
on all thicknesses over two inches.. Uppers. in thick 
dimensions are already growing scarcer in stock. 

The outlook for the fall trade is unusually good. The 
southwest especially is indicating by inquiries that there 
will be a large demand from that section. 





New York City. The demand for ress here con- 


“ tinues rather light, although even at that it is doing 
‘ much better than many other kinds of lumber. Receipts 


are light, but figures are not as strong as they were 
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earlier in the summer. Still $33.75 remains the price at 
steamer dock, and the prospects for the next four 
months are most encouraging, judging from the inquiry. 





Boston, Mass. The cypress men report in the past 
week more inquiries for carloads and cargoes than for a 
month past. It has been said for a long time that the 
yards were holding off to a point where they would all 
have to begin to buy at once. The good judgment of this 
prediction seems to be verified in the present instance, 
for certainly the buyers are beginning to take notice. 
Actual sales of large volume or unusual frequency are 
not yet reported, but they are bound to come from the 
large amount of inquiry that is about. Stocks of dry 
cypress are not yet large enough to warrant any pushing 
of the stock at lower prices, and the lumber still remains 
in a healthy condition as regards price. Some of the 
larger Boston dealers are getting word that cypress 
lumber is to be admitted into Cuba under the classifica- 
tion of “building woods,” instead of in the list of cabinet 
woods, as it has gone heretofore, This should result in 
a particularly good export trade for that section, and 
relieve the Boston market of just so much stock, all of 
which will tend to stiffen the demand and the price. 





Shingles. 


Minneapolis, Minn, The price of shingles in this 
market remains practically stationary at $2 for Extra 
As. This is considered to be the bed-rock price and 
it is reported that some lots have been moved during 
the past week at an advance of a few cents. While the 
price has remained practically stationary the demand 
is found to be much better at present than for several 
weeks past. There seems to be a feeling among local 
dealers that prices are at the minimum and that fall 
orders may as well be placed without waiting longer. 
Rumors of a possible agreement between producers in 
the west have also tended to increase the present demand. 


a 








Kansas City, Mo. While the manufacturers of red 
cedar shingles say the situation is getting better and 
that prices are stiffening up, there is nothing to indi- 
cate this fact at Kansas City. The jobbers here say 
that some very low quotations are being made, offers of 
Extra *A* having been made in ten car lots within the 
past week as low as $2.10, and on single car ship- 
ments prices are ranging from $2.13 to $2.25, some 
shingles of extra good quality having been sold here 
this week at $2.21. Dealers, however, have no trou- 
ble in getting orders accepted at $2.13 and this is about 
the market price just now. There is a better demand 
in this territory than there was last month, but the 
general demand thas not increased enough to stimulate 
prices to any extent, and it will likely be some weeks 
yet before the manufacturers will be able to maintain 
any higher prices than are now quoted. A number of 
the mills are closed down because the price is so low, 
but a good many shingles are being turned out right 
along, judging from the present weak condition of the 
market. 





Seattle, Wash. The red cedar shingle market is in 
the same shape as lumber—dull. The country is being 
flooded with exceedingly low quotations, which in many 
cases represent an actual loss, but there is no demand. 
The principal demand comes from the southwest and 
from Jowa and Illinois, but there is no call to speak of 
from the other sections of the country. That the manu- 
facturers are discouraged at the outlook may be evi- 
denced from the fact that no Jess than forty mills are 
now being offered for sale. Nine mills closed during the 
past ten days for the balance of the year, preferring to 
save their timber rather than manufacture at a loss. 
There is now a disposition on the part of the majority of 
the mills which did not bélong to the association to join 
for the purpose of either closing down until conditions 
change or to agree on a fixed price, and it is possible 
that a meeting of the association may be called before 
the month is over. 

Fires are unusually numerous, even at this season of 
the year. Seven mills have either been destroyed or 
their dry kilns burned since July 15. So bad have these 
become that insurance companies, it is stated, contem- 
plate making a special risk of shingle mills. 





Boston, Mass. New Brunswick shingles are weak in 
their tendency and sell for varying prices, from $2.75 to 
$3. Washington cedar shingles rather have the call 
and bring a price, when shipped all rail, of $3.10 to 
$3.15. 





Saginaw Valley. Shingles are sellin 
Saginaw river. They are troubled with the same kind 
of dumps that affect the lumber trade. Cedar shingles 
are quoted on this river at $2 and $3 and white pine at 
$3 and $4. The output will probably be smaller than 
last year, although there are many small mills in the 
interior which are being operated. 


slowly on the 


New Orleans, La. The dullness in the shingle 
demand is rapidly passing away. Texas and the terri- 
tories are now calling for shingles at a greater rate 
than for months and with the prosperous times in the 
entire southwest due to the abundant harvest it is figured 
that that section alone will be able to absorb every spare 
cypress shingle Louisiana and Arkansas can offer this 
fall and winter. Prices are naturally steady under 
present conditions and there is now no probability of 
a change except an advance, possibly, later in the fall. 


The mills are turning out a normal production only and 
many of them are not heavily stocked, shipments going 
forward about as fast as stock comes into proper con- 
dition. 





Cooperage. 





Chicago. Quietness prevails in practically every 
branch of the cooperage market. The demand for lard 
tierces and pork barrels is almost nominal. ‘Lierces are 
quoted at 85 cents, but there have been no gales of pork 
barrels lately upon which to base quotations. As was 
predicted last week, the price of ash barrels has fallen 
and probably not over 75 cents could now be secured. 

Coopers are not in the market for staves, heading or 
hoops. The offerings are not heavy, but more than 
sufficient to supply the existing demand and _ prices 
remain unchanged, though the tendency is toward weak- 
ness. 

Minneapolis, Minn, The closing down of a num- 
ber of the largest flour mills in the city has not tended 
to strengthen the cocperage market. Owing to the 
quiet flour trade now being experienced by millers it 
was found necessary to curtail the output and today 
only about one-half as many barrels are being used 
by the mills as were consumed two weeks ago. As a 
result the demand for No. 1 stock is greatly decreased 
at the present writing. Prices seem not to have suffered 
to any extent, as it is believed that the mills will 
shortly resume operations and the demand for good 
stock will again be brisk. Immediate deliveries of No..1 
elm staves could perhaps be secured at a slightly reduced 
figure, but in general holders of good stock are satis- 
fied to hold it until better conditions exist. 

New Orleans, La. ‘There is nothing of significance 
in the cooperage situation here. The shops are getting 
ready to handle a large sugar and rice business, while 
the general trade remains about at a normal basis with 
no features apparent. In split staves receipts and 
exports are fully up to the average. 








Advertisements will be inserted in this department 
at the following rates: 


For one week, - - - 26 cents a line. 
For two weeks, - - - - 46 cents a line. 
For three weeks, - - - 60 cents a line. 
For Four weeks, - - - - 76 cents a line. 


Nine words of ordinary length make one line. 
Heading counts as two lines. 
No display except the headings can be admitted. 


Remittances to accompany the order. No extra 
charge for copies of paper containing advertisement. 
Copy must be in this office not later than Thursday 
morning to secure insertion in Saturday’: paper. 


[_ Wanted-Employees | 


WANTED—BOOKKEEPER AND SALESMAN 
For retail lumber office. W.H. & G. A. GARDNER, 
W. 12th St. and 46th Ave., Chicago. 


WANTED—-MAN 
To take full charge of box factoryin the south. Will give in- 
terest in business to right man. 
Address “S. S. 9,” care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED-—FIRST CLASS RATCHET SETTER 
For Arkansas; healthy location, good wages to right man. None 
but a first class man need apply. 

Address “S. 8. 3,” care of American Lumberman. 


Ri mf WANTED-—SALESMAN 
'o handle poplar and oak lumber in Michigan, Indiana or Ohio on 
a@ commission basis. Good grades. Address wt 

care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED—COMMISSION SALESMEN. 
A few first class paneer pine lumber salesmen on commission. 
ddress FREEMAN LUMBER CO., 
506 Fullerton Building, St. Louis, Mo. 


WANTED-—SCALER 
Familiar with hardwoods. Must be capable man with good refer- 
ences. Pay %65 per month to start. Enclose references with 
reply. Address “‘R. R. 1,” care of American Lumberman. 


SAW MILL FOREMAN—WANTED 
Immediately to run new, modern mill in Ontario. Position per- 
manent, ust be first-class man in every particular with lots of 
experience and best references. In ap d g send copy of refer- 
ences, full particulars of exporjence ana salary expected. 

Address “P. W. B..”’ care of American Lumberman. 





























WANTED—COMMISSION SALESMEN. 
Reliable and competent salesmen to sell yellow pine lumber 


who visits Southern Michigan, Northern In 
Ohio. Alabama stock. Address ana and Northern 


“ALABAMA,” care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED—A GOOD LUMBER SALESMAN. 
To sell on salary. 
Worked North Carolina hong in New York State 
Address, stating reference, experience and L 
tng eferents SBOE NO. 


O. BOX NO. 812, 
Baltimore, Md. 





WANTED—EMPLOYEES. 
A sawyer, filer, edgerman, setter. Address 
THE MARBURY LUMBER COMPAN Y, Bozeman, Ala. 


WANTED-—BAND SAW FILERS 
To use Burton's band saw braze tempering process, makes braze 
stiff as any part of saw, not expensive. Saw with eight brazes 
will run like new. Endorsed by best filers in U. S. and Canada. 
Price and reference on application 
A. J. BURTON, Marionville, Pa. 


DO YOU WANT A POSITION? 
Try @ small advertisement in the “‘Wanted Employment Col- 
umn” of the American Lumberman. It goes into the offices of 
all the leading lumber industries in the world. 


[_ Wanted:Cmployment | 


POSITION—WANTED 
By energetic experienced man either in office or traveling for 
wholesale or lumber yard concern. At present employed. Can 
leave on short notice, Wants chance for advancement. A-1l 
references, Address 
“R,. HUSTLER,” care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED-POSITION. 

An all around office man with an extensive experience in the 
lumber business from stenographer and bookkeeper to inspector 
and salesman desires position in.any capacity to start. Now em- 
ployed but wishes change. Can furnish highest references. 

dress ‘‘S. S. 12,’ care of American Lumberman. 


COMPETENT BOOKKEEPER AND OFFICE MAN 
Who understands the lumber business, wants position. Best of 
references. No objection to leaving city. 

ddress “E. S. D,,” care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED POSITION 
By a first class steam engineer. Best of references. 
Address “8. S, 6,’ care of American Lumberman. 


























WANTED-—SITUATION AS SAW MILL FOREMAN 
Or millwright. Good references, 
Address ‘‘M. L. C.,’’ care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED—POSITION AS MANAGER 
Retail yard. At present employed, desire change. Nine years 
experience. Best references. Eastern Kansas preferred, 
ress “S. §. 7," care of American Lumberman. 


, WANTED—POSITION AS FILER. 
On band mill or resaws. Have had long experience. Satisfac- 


tion guaranteed. ress 
“A. L. B.,”’ care of American Lumberman. 


PLANING MILL FOREMAN 
Wants position. Second to none on moulding, etc. 
Address ‘“‘S. S. 8,” care of American Lumberman. 














WANTED POSITION AS FILER 
By an expert band saw filer who thoroughly understands his busi- 
ness. Strictly sober and reliable. 

Address “‘S. S. 14,” care of American Lumberman. 





WANTED-—POSITION AS AUDITOR OR MANAGER 
By thoroughly competent man, fourteen years experience. The 
best of references. 

Address “B. G. H.,’’ care of American Lumberman. 


STENOGRAPHER AND BOOKKEEPER. 
Seven years experience yellow and white pine. Competent 
and a hustler. Present location unhealthy. Salary $75 to start. 
Address “‘S. S. 5,” care or American Lumberman. 


WANTED POSITION—STENOGRAPHER. 
Young lady experienced stenographer and bill clerk in a large 
lumber manufacturing office desires a position. 
Address ‘‘S. S. 2,” care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED POSITION—PLANING MILL FOREMAN 
By man with iaue eupertenee. best of references and a hustler. 
Address “‘R. R. 2,” care of American Lumberman. 














WANTED TO CHANCE POSITION. 
First class estimator on plans for special work. Best of refer- 
ences, quick and reliable worker. 
Address “‘S. M. 3,”’ care of American Lumberman. 





WANTED-—POSITION AS MANAGER 
Of large hardwood plant, or charge of sales department by thor- 
ough lumberman of experience in all branches. Moderate salary 
to commence, would prefer some plant not now paying, so as to. 
give chance to show ability. Address ‘“P. P. 12,” 
care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED—POSITION AS OFFICE MANAGER, 
poke or traveling salesman. Sash and door business pre- 
ferred. Ten years experience; best references. Address 

“KE, A. 4,’' care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED—POSITION. 
By first class band saw filer. Sober and steady. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. Address 
“W. D. F.,"’ care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED-—POSITION AS BAND FILER. 

In good up to date mill where quantity and quality isan object. 
Expect gvod wages. Strictly temperate. Satisfaction unques- 
tionable. Will refer to Jast employer on app'ication. 

JOSEPH S. BUR’ » Marionville, Pa. 


WANTED—POSITION. 

As stenographer or bookkeeper, by a bright young man with 
A 1 reference. Four PS pol experience wholesale lumber 
office. Salary to star r month, 

Address ‘‘N. N. 7,” care of American Lumberman. 


MARSP AGT USERS AND WHOLESALE DEALERS 
t of tra ppl to 
oe wa » OXE N RD Secretary, 
Central Association Traveling Lumber, Sash and Door Salesmen, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 


7 Wee tee en MENT. . 
two expert wo en, namely: e Coalier’s Act ani 
The Lumberman’s Actuary. All the results you figured out 50 
carefully heretofore are one igoked at as quick as you look at 
our watch. Delivered for each in cloth or $3.00 each in 
eather. Sample pages FREE. Address 


Wanted 


WANTED—TIMBER LAND 
Dealers to advertise their lands in the For Sale columns of the 
American Lumberman. , 




















AMERICAN LUMBERMAN, Chicago. 














